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It's not his body odor 


but your nose, says study 


CHICAGO—WHEN IT 
comes to a man's 
body odor, the fra- 
grance—or 
stench—is in the 
nose of the beholder,- 
according to US re- 
searchers, who sug- 
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Mike A flies out on eve of ZTE deal probe 


By Tarra Quismundo 
and Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


THE HUSBAND OF PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo quietly left the 
country at sunset yesterday on the 
eve of the Senate investigation of the 
$329-million contract for the Nation- 
al Broadband Network (NBN) project 


GMA urges 
Senate to act 
on cheap drugs 
bill instead 


By Christine О, Avendaño 


DIPOLOG CITY—WITH A GIGGLE, PRESI- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo could only agree 
that it was better for Congress to focus its 
efforts on passing urgent measures like the 
cheaper medicines bill than on investigat- 
ing cases like the “Hello Garci" controversy. 

“Of course, of course,” the President 
replied to a reporter's question on whether 
she preferred Congress would pay more at- 
tention to the cheaper medicines bill than 
conduct investigations. 

Ms Arroyo was in Zamboanga del Norte 
and Zamboanga del Sur yesterday as three 
‘Senate committees resumed their inquiry in- 
to the wiretapping of telephone conversa- 
tions purportedly between Ms Arroyo and ex- 
Election Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano. 

The opposition said the wiretap during 
the counting of ballots cast in the 2004 
presidential election was evidence Ms Ar- 
тоуо had stolen the vote, a charge she has 
denied. 

Ms Arroyo is to visit India on Oct. 4-5 and 
will take along with her businessmen desir- 
ing to buy cheaper drugs from the nation 
that sells generic medicine at half the cost 
of internationally known brands. 

She told a town hall meeting the trip was 
part of her efforts to ensure that affordable 
medicine would be made available to the 
public, 

These efforts, Ms Arroyo said, included 
the setting up of an additional 4,000 drug- 


BIR data 
bank to flush 
out cheats 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—THE TAXMAN IS COMPIL- 
ing data on people's trips abroad, the vehi- 
cles and real estate they own, and the 
schools their children attend. 

‘The Bureau of Internal Revenue has been 
building its largest data bank yet on taxpay- 
ers by culling information from the Bureau 
of Immigration, Land Transportation Of- 
fice, Land Registration Authority, Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry and the Depart- 
ment of Education, according to Quezon 
Rep. Danilo Suarez. 

The BIR's largest tax mapping operation 
is designed to catch the underreported as- 
sets of every taxpayer in the country, said 
Suarez, chair of the House oversight com- 
mittee for Republic Act No. 9480 (Tax 
Amnesty Act of 2007), which was imple- 
mented starting Sept. 6. 

The first legislated tax amnesty re- 
quires the BIR to allow businessmen “all 
the leeway to clean their slates” up to 
March 2008. 

BIRDATA/AS 


awarded to China's ZTE Corp. 

‘Amid talk that he may be dragged 
into the controversial deal, Jose 
Miguel Arroyo was the last to board 
Cathay Pacific flight CX-918 some 10 
minutes before the plane took off for 
Hong Kong at 5:55 p.m. 

Doctors have advised Arroyo to 
stay away from stressful situations 


since his heart operation in April. He 
joined his wife on her trip to Sydney, 
Australia, early this month for the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit. (See “In the Know" on Page 
А8.) 

At the Senate hearing this morning, 
the “mystery man," who figures in the 
controversial NBN contract will be 


unmasked if the senators will ask 
abouthim. 

Jose “Joey” de Venecia III, co- 
founder of Amsterdam Holdings Inc., 
a losing proponent of the NBN pro- 


ject, reiterated yesterday that he was 


prepared to identify the man who 
came to one of several meetings 


MIKEA/AS 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
gestures as she reacts to reports that 


the construction of the supposedly 
longest road linking the cities of 
Pagadian and Zamboanga has not been: 


FORMER T/Sgt. Vidal Doble (left), the 
star witness in the revived “Hello 
Garci” investigation, is grilled anew 
by members of the Senate 
committees on national defense, 
electoral reform and blue ribbon. = 


Ab 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


NOAH WAS A SICKLY YEAR-OLD 
baby whose movements were limited 
to rolling his eyes. 

He might have died under the care 
of a fund-strapped orphanage in the 
Philippines had not an American cou- 


US war on Iraq largely 


WASHINGTON—FORMER FEDERAL 
Reserve Chair Alan Greenspan, for 
years an inscrutable seer on the econ- 
omy, is causing a stir by alleging in his 
new memoir that “the Iraq war is 
largely about oil." 

Greenspan, who as head of the US 
central bank was famous for his tight- 
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kids find hope in foreign homes 


one of the world’s best pediatric heart 


ple succeeded in adopting him two 
weeks before his condition worsened. 

Noah was afflicted with a heart ail- 
ment: He had two large holes in his 
heart. 

Upon arriving at his new home in 
Indiana in the United States, he had 
to be taken to a hospital that boasted 


lipped reserve, is uncharacteristically 
direct, also accusing President 
George W. Bush of abandoning Re- 
publican principles on the economy. 
(See related story on Page B5.) 

"Tm saddened that it is politically 
inconvenient to acknowledge what 
everyone knows—the Iraq war is 


completed after 20 years. 
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surgeons. 


He was in intensive care for six 
days, and spent 30 more days in the 
hospital to fully recuperate. His new 
parents, Robert and Cindy Palmer, 


kept a bedside watch. 


Now 4 years old, Noah is a healthy 
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Woods clinches 
FedEx Cup, secures 
$10-M bonus 


Palace prefers pardon 
for Erap over amnesty 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


JOSEPH ESTRADA MAY BE OPEN TO BEING 
granted amnesty, as announced on Sunday 
by one of his allis, but President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's key advisers are not biting. 
According to Sergio Apostol, Ms Ar- 
Toyo's chief legal adviser, Estrada should 
PALACE AIS 
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Senate, Palace 
edge toward 
crisis as execs 
snub hearing 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


THE SENATE YESTERDAY 
moved closer to a showdown 
with Malacañang after govern- 
ment and military officials once 
more snubbed the “Hello Garci” 
hearing by invoking an execu- 
tive order that had been struck 
down by the Supreme Court. 


Senators from the administration and 
opposition camps said the Senate should 
now use its powers of contempt to order the 
arrest of these officials and to compel them 
to face the hearings. 

Administration senators said it was to 
Malacafiang’s advantage to attend the hear- 
ings so it can debunk the claims made by 
the sole witness so far, former military intel- 
ligence agent Vidal Doble Jr. 

Doble testified that he tapped the 
phone conversation between the Presi- 
dent and ex-Election Commissioner Vir- 
gilio Garcillano. The opposition said the 
wiretaps were evidence Ms Arroyo stole 
the 2004 presidential election, a charge 
she has denied. 

As in the Sept. 7 hearing, only Doble 
obeyed the Senate summons. The 10 other 
invited resource persons either gave excus- 
es or simply ignored the summons. 

The senators are expected to hold а cau- 
cus today to decide whether to cite in con- 
tempt former military chief of staff and now 
special envoy Efren Abu and retiring Rear 
‘Admiral Tirso Danga, who boycotted yes- 
terday's hearing. 

Samuel Ong, former deputy director of 
the National Bureau of Investigation who 
came out in June 2005 claiming he had the 
“mother of all tapes,” also failed to show up 
yesterday. His lawyer said he was hiding 
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child who attends preschool and 
loves to play with his friends. 

His story, as recounted by his adop- 
tive father, is among the true-to-life 
accounts published in a primer dis- 
tributed during yesterday's launch of 
the 9th Global Consultation on Child 
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about oil-Greenspan 


largely about oil," he wrote in report- 
ed excerpts of “The Age of Turbu- 
lence: Adventures in a New World,” 
which is set for release on Monday. 

In an interview with The Washing- 
ton Post, however, Greenspan clari- 
fied that while securing global oil 


tion's motive,” it had presented the 
White House with a case for why re- 
moving Saddam Hussein was impor- 
tant for the global economy. 

“Т was not saying that that's the ad- 
ministration's motive,” he said in the 
interview. "m just saying that if some- 


supplies was "not the administra- 


nm 


WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Southern Luzon and the whole Visayas wil experience 
Cloudy skies wih scattered ranshowars and thunderstorms. The - 
rest of he country wil бе party бому 1o cloudy with isolated rain- 
Жон or thunderstorms mostly in the alternon or evening. 
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Napocor charges could go down 25 centavos for 14 months in Luzon 


By Abigail L. Ho. 


THE STRENGTHENING PESO COULD RESULT 
in the reduction of National Power Corp. (Napoc- 
or) rates by about 25 centavos per kilowatt-hour 
in Luzon, and seven and six centavos in the 


Visayas and Mindanao, respectively. 


How this reduction will even- 
tually be reflected in household 
electricity bills would still de- 
pend on computations to be 
made by Napocor cus- 
tomers—distributors like Mer- 
alco and provincial electric 
companies and cooperatives. 

* Napocors wholesale power 
rate reduction became possible 
after the Energy Regulatory Com- 


mission gave it provisional au- 
thority to reflect fluctuations re- 
lated to purchased power pay- 
ments and foreign exchange cov- 
ering February to June 2006. 

ERC chair Rodolfo Albano Jr 
said the provisional authority 
which was approved last week 
and was now being routed for sig- 
nature, would result in а 25-cen- 
tavo/KWh reduction in Luzon for 


a period pegged at 14 months. 

For Napocor's customers in the 
Visayas, a seven-centavo reduc- 
tion is pegged for a period of sev- 
en months. In Mindanao, a six- 
centavo reduction period was 
placed at two months, he said. 

"This is the effect of the 
strengthening of the peso against 
the dollar, and also of the amend- 
ment of the (implementing rules 
and regulations of the Elecuic 
Power Industry Reform Act) by 
the (Department of Energy and 
the Joint Congressional Power 
Commission), which enables us 
to feel the effect of the strength- 
ening of the peso against the dol- 
lar” he told reporters. 

‘Many times, generation and for- 


eign exchange-related adjustments 
resulted in higher rates. The last few 
adjustments, however, showed de- 
ferred accounting adjustments that 
were lower than actual, thus result- 
ing in rate reductions, 

Albano said Napocor's power 
rates could go down even fur- 
ther in the coming months, 
mostly likely by as much as 70- 
80 centavos per kWh. 

The provisional authority, he 
said, should take effect as soon 
as the ERC finishes signing the 
order, Napocor customers 
should feel its impact by the Oc- 
tober-November billing cycle. 

The ERC's recently approved 
provisional authority were for 
Napocors eighth generation 


rate adjustment mechanism 
(Gram) and seventh incremen- 
tal currency exchange rate ad- 
justment (Icera) filings. 

The quarterly Gram allows 
Napocor to recover cost fluctua- 
tions related to its purchased 
power from its independent 
power producers as well as fuel 
costs. 

The Icera, on the other hand, 
is a quarterly rate adjustment 
mechanism that allows Napoc- 
or to reflect foreign exchange 
fluctuations in the rates it 
charges its customers. 

Rate increases or decreases 
brought about by the approval 
of Napocor’s Gram and Icera ap- 
plications are revenue-neutral, 


meaning, the state firm will not 
profit from the rate adjust- 
ments. 

“These costs are actual his- 
torical costs,” Napocor earlier 
explained. “We are recovering 
them through the Gram and 
Icera incrementally and, as 
such, may either be an increase 
or a decrease in these adjust- 
ments. In the case of the last 
Gram and Icera approved by the 
ERC, which covered the period 
November 2005 to January 
2006, the adjustment was also a 
decrease." 

Earlier this year, the state 
firm had also denied allegations 
that it was deliberately delaying 
the filing of its Gram and Icera. 


House passes bill postponing barangay elections 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
tives last night approved on third 
reading House Bill No. 2417 seek- 
ing the postponement of the baran- 
gay and Sangguniang Kabataan 
elections, moving the date from 
Оа. 29 this year to May 11, 2009. 
With 149 voting for, 50 against 
and 4 abstentions, the’ House 
passed the one-line bill putting off 
the elections—the first piece of 


legislation to be approved by the 
chamber in the 14th Congress. 
Makati City Rep. Teodoro Loc- 
sin Jr, chair of the committee on 
suffrage and electoral reforms, 
said the postponement of the 
[barangay] elections will not 
“stifle grass roots democracy.” 
"Postponing polls always 
sounds bad," Locsin said in his 
sponsorship speech weeks ago. 
“But nothing is lost in this case 
and a lot can be gained if we use 


the intervening period for essen- 
tial reforms in the barangay and 
SK structures and to prepare for 
automation," he said. 

Many members of the House, 
however said they sought the post- 
ponement because they no longer 
had funds to support barangay 
council candidates after the recently 
concluded midterm polls in May. 

“Believe me, there is no more 
[money] to collect,” said Agu- 
san del Norte Rep. Edelmiro 


Amante in vote. 

Bayan Muna party-list Rep. 
Teodoro Casifio summed it up 
for those who voted against 
postponement. 

"They said we can't afford to 
spend more money this year. We'd 
still be spending money when we 
hold the elections in 2008 or in 
2009," Casifio said. 

"They said the election is too 
near the [recently concluded] 
2007 elections. [1 say the] elec- 


tions in 2009 is too near the 
2010 elections,” he said. 

This developed as one of the 
bill's authors, Cebu Rep. Eduar- 
do Gullas, welcomed what he 
saw as the Senate's readiness to 
support the House bill. 

Gullas was referring to Senate 
President Manuel Villa's state- 
ment that he intended to seek and 
build a Senate consensus with re- 
spect to the House initiative post- 
poning the Oct. 29 polls to the 
second Monday of May 2009. 


Villar had also said the sena- 
tors would have to give due 
course to the House bill, once it 
is referred to the Senate, since 
House members are in the best 
position to convey the true sen- 
timents of their constituents. 

"Our sense is, the Senate 
President's remark is indicative. 
of the Senate's preparedness to 
consider the bill post-haste. The 
Senate President could have re- 
jected the bill outright, but he 
did not," Gullas said 
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art galleries. 
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adel" Furniture and 
Furnishings Week 2007 


CFIP Goes Glocal... Together, We Are Stronger, 


September 17 — 22, 2007 


Program Highlights 


National Symposia 
on Understanding and 
Selling to Local Markets 


Joya Room, The Heritage Hotel 
EDSA cor. Roxas Blvd., Pasay City 
September 19, 2007 

Wednesday 8:00am -- 5:00pm. 


* Current Trends in Housing & Condominium Development 
М. Roy 0. Calleja, President 
Sabon and Having Developers Association, inc. (HOA) 
* Furniture and Architectural Design for Excellence 
‘ch. Ana S. Mangalino-Ling, ШАВ Natonal Executive Vice President 
united Achtect ot пе hips (UAP) 
* International Trends in Design of Housing and Furniture 
из. Ivy Almario, President and Design Director 
кени ima 
* Glocalization: Genuine Imitation 
м. Marcelo L Alonzo, есине Director 
т\йрупе itte ol ner Desig (PT) 


MALACANAN PALACE, Mano 
месе 

Warmest greetings 1o the others and members ofthe Chamber o! 

Тити палез of the Phipoine ine. as you spearhead the B 

ташып othe fumitur and Furnishing Week. 

Phlpohefomture re recognized the werd ovr not just for thor 

esty эле sto ota for har constent quay whe 

Sre ensure y our loca manulaciurers 

looghthefumitore nt has made tremendous improvements dunng ie past 
few years we know hat more work nc 1o be done lor our products о become 
more compete he globai mort And hs years Furmture and отино Week, 
wi he theme, "CHP Goes Glos. Together We Are Songer wil sat new tacks 
Bal rections todo precy hat 

More power to ali of you and Mabuhay 

manna 

17 September 2007 


Deparment of Trado B dusty 
Message 
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Fumare 8 Frings Week on 1722 September 2007 under the 
"пате СРР Goes Goel. Together Are Suonger" 
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San Francisco Mirror Corp. 
Glasstemp Industries Corp. 
Philtech Glass Ind. Corp. 


* A Glocal Approach in Interior Design 
in. Leo Almeria, Design Director 
ies Aaa Design sudo 


* Local Furniture Retail Market 


products bulo ew strategies that wl enable them 1o gain a bigger orton of the 
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PRODUCTS 


#43 De Vera St. , Roosevelt Ave., SFDM, Quezon City 
Tel, Nos, (632)372-3896 to 99 * 374-0636 10 39 
Fax Nos. (632)415-7387 * 371-5415 to 16 
E-mail: sales@sanfranciscomirror.com 


THE NATION’S LEADING IMPORTER, 
SUPPLIER AND PROCESSOR OF 
HIGH QUALITY GLASS AND MIRROR 


Edging * Tempering * Heat-Strengthening 


Color Glass Coating * Sand Blasting 


м. Samie Lim, President 
cC/8lens Fine Furniture 


"The first 60 participants to register will receive 
special gift tems from event sponsors. 


Registration Fee: PhP 1,700.00 (inclusive of meals, kits & materials) 
Contact: jtorres@ctip.org.phy; griosa@cfip.org.ph 


ganized by 

Chamber of Furniture Industries of the Philippines, Inc. 
утуш, suuta 10 og, Don orugas: у. ога 
‘oa ete Pasig у 1608 Puppies 
B (0632) 637.2743; 631.2977 
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OFW facing 
death penalty 
may be saved 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


THE FILIPINO DOMESTIC HELPER 
facing the death penalty in Kuwait for 
Killing her female employer could get her 
sentence reduced after the Philippine 
Embassy was able to convince the victim's 
mother and two siblings to forgive her. 
Vice President Noli de Castro, presi- 
dential adviser on overseas Filipino 


sador to Kuwait Ricardo Endaya. 

De Castro said the embassy was now 
working to convince the victim's es- 
tranged husband as well as another sib- 
ling to forgive Marilou Ranario, a move 
which could reduce the death sentence 
meted out by a Kuwaiti court, 

Ranario, from Bicol, admitted to killing 


ter had repeatedly maligned Filipinos, 

According to De Castro, the embassy 
has hired another lawyer to argue Ra- 
папоЗ case in the Kuwaiti Supreme 
Court which is scheduled to hear the ap- 
peal this week, 

‘The Department of Foreign Affairs denied 
reports that Ranario had only 16 weeks to 


ng 
- 

“Ies not correct to say na bibitayin na siya 
(that she will be hanged), Masyado na- 
mang pessimistic iyan (Thats too pes- 
simisti)" said Foreign Undersecretary for 
‘Migrant Workers Esteban Conejos, 

"The government is doing every- 
thing to save her. There's no hearing 
yet in Kuwait because of Ramadan," he 


workers, relayed the news from Ambas- her employer in January 2005 after thelat- live, saying the verdict was still on appeal. said. Cynthia D. Balana 


3anker looking for people 
who share similar interests 
in cooking, crafts 

and taking care o 

household finances. 
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Lala Sinlao - Mariano 


Manager - Katipunan Branch 
Why you should get to know me: 


Being a mother myself, I know that every peso counts 

so | always look for ways to get more value out of my money. 

1 know you would appreciate world-class services like an account 
with no transaction fees when you withdraw from other banks’ ATMs. 
Or an account with no maintaining balance requirements. 


So call me. Or better yet, visit my branch at G/F SMRC Building 1, 
333 Katipunan cor. B. Gonzales Street, Loyola Heights, Quezon City. 


You can also visit any of our Citibank Savings branches. 
You'll find it doesn't take much to experience world-class banking. 


Citibank Savings. Now in your neighborhood. 


Sandet 


Marvor of! Ppp Depost Insurance Coen 
Maxmur Bogen aca б Ea бео abo 00. Subject 1o POC rus 


Visit any of our Citibank Savings Branches; Alaban 


+ Angeles + Ayla Avenue » Bacolod Batangas Binondo » Bulacan Zamora Cagayan de Oro « Caloocan 
Себи - Maficaue * Cebu - Osmeña Avenue • Congre ү; + 


дола! Avenue » Dagupan * Davao » Del Monte Avenue » Divisoria Er onera Verde ғ Greenhll «lolo 
dose Аай Santos Avenue + Katipunan Avenue » Las РИ; Legaspi Vilage * Ortigas * Pasay Road Pasig = Market Avenue " Pasig = Rosarlo ' Pasang Тато 
|; San faragha" San Pablo Shaw Boulevard» Sta. Lucia East» Sucal- Tomas Marato Avenue - West Triangle 


citibank Savi ngs let's get it done 


Citibank Is a registered service mark of Citigroup Inc. Let's Get It Done Is a service mark of Citigroup inc. 


I Went From a 
37 toa32-Inch 
Waistline! 


"I never thought I'd end up being overweight. | used to be slimmer in 
my younger years. When | gained weight and went up to a 37-inch waistline, 
my life changed, | started losing acting projects. People would come up to 
me and tell me outright that | was fat. It realy made me lose my confidence! 
1 had liposuction done but when | gained excess weight again, it was triple 
of what | lost before, As for diets — you name it, Гуе tried itl | just kept 
losing and gaining again. Then Dawn (Zulueta), who's a close friend, 
recommended Marie France. | was encouraged by her weight-loss success 
story. | started going regularly and so far I've already slimmed down to a 

s 32-inch waistline! I'm stil a work in progress but so far | feel better because 
1 know I look slimmer and healthier" 
i So far... 
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| Call 894-BODY (2639) 


‘CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA  TEl CEBU + TEL:233-7637 
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“Economy grows 7.5% | 


„Best second-quarter performance in 20 years, but doubts persist E 
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“harsh remedies pay off 


whe ГА risky tax increase 
* Iph; by Arroyo helps spur 
| new investments 


Improving finances 

A decision to radically expand the Philippines’ sales tax in 2005 helped 
stabilize the country’s finances at a time when even its political leaders 
‘worried about the risk of financial collapse. 
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From page Al. 


‘The alternative will not be pretty for tax 
evaders, Suarez said yesterday. 


Road show 


Аз soon as the amnesty year ends, the 
BIR will have data, including on the 
schools a taxpayer's children attend to see 


Why put up your own Laundry 
from soratch when you can have 
your own 
VADERA Mo. 


9 FRANCHISE 
For an UNBELIEVABLE LOW PRICE of 


Iss DEAL TOW GRAB ORE NO 
NO FRILLS! NO GIMMICKS! 


"Тер Майкоп schools in the U.S, and in orher countries! 
Beeome a Certified 


Call: 4213647 * 0920 BI X 


Proparation of the U.S. (MTPUS) 

its 11° On-site Training Program, 

Lovels 2 4 to 6, Full Certification, commencing 28° October 2007. 
MTPUS is approve by Montossori Institute of America (MIA) 

Yato 6 and 6 t09. 


Montessori Toach 
invites applicants 


asa raining conter for tha LEVELS Birth 3, 


Don and Shavit McClurkin, Course Directors and Tra 
Visit www mtpus.org werw.miaworld.org and www montessoriplusarg 


Tiina conssts ot 
Phase! Academic couse work 


(on-site lectures and 210+ videotape and practice rs. 
720 hours Teaching Internship U.S. or Philippines 
Phase Ill - MIA Montessori Teacher's Certification 


Phase Il 


Limited seats only. REGISTER TODAY! 
For inqui 


s, pls. contact: Jose or am: * Venue: B РБ, Cabo Doi Г 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ifone’s income matches his or her expendi- 
tures, the lawmaker said. 

Suarez led the first provincial road show 
presentation of the tax amnesty law at the 
University of the Philippines-Baguio yester- 
day. 

The law grants taxpayers immunity from 
suit for tax deficiencies incurred in or be- 
fore 2005. 

‘Taxpayers may pay an amnesty fee com- 
puted roughly at 5 percent of his or her an- 
nual net income. 

Revenue Deputy Commissioner Nelson 
Aspe said taxpayers with pending cases 
‘would not be allowed to avail themselves of 
the amnesty. 


Bend rules 

Suarez, one of the law's authors, told 
BIR employees here they were being or- 
dered "to bend the rules" so tax evaders 
"can remove all the skeletons in their clos- 
ets.” 

He said the government must accept at 
face value the statements of assets and lia- 
bilities offered up by taxpayers who avail 
themselves of the amnesty. 

The BIR may look into these assets if an 
informer provides data challenging the ve- 
racity of the list of assets submitted by the 
taxpayer during the 
amnesty — period, 
Suarez said. 

He зай the 
amnesty law was 
part of the tax re- 
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BIR data bank to flush out ... 


forms, which President Macapagal-Arroyo 
had pursued after the BIR met its tax collec- 
tion target “for the first time in Philippine 
history” in 2005. 

Lateral attrition 

The law is complemented by a lateral at- 
trition law, which automatically ends the 
employment of tax officials who fail to 
meet collection targets. 

‘Suarez, also one of the authors of the at- 
trition law, said a former internal revenue 
commissioner resigned because of this 
law. 

He has started crafting a measure that 
removes government tax agents from the 
coverage of the salary standardization 
law. 

ls an incentive law because BIR 
salaries would be determined by the 
amount of taxes the agency collects, ac- 
cording to Suarez. 

Before 2005, administrations dating 
back to the late President Manuel Roxas re- 
lied on foreign and domestic loans because 
the BIR could not collect enough taxes to fi- 
nance 72 percent of the annual general ap- 
propriations act, Suarez said. 

The BIR also failed to meet last year's tar- 
getand is performing poorly now that 2007 
is winding up, he said. 

Suarez said the tax reforms under RA 
9480 was originally presented for imple- 
mentation during the administration of 
former President Joseph Estrada, but a 
Cabinet official, whom he did not name, 
said jailing a big 
tax evader would 
be enough disin- 
centive for tax eva- 
sion. 

“When I was told 
that, [replied to ће 
Cabinet — official: 
"Who among us 
would go to jail 
first?’ Hard as it is 
to admit, cheating 
the government is a 
way of life. But [it 
is a way of life] we 
cannot afford. We 
cannot let this 
country hemor- 
thage or else we 
will borrow again,” 
Suarez said. 
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It’s not his body odor 
but your nose, says study 


From pagel to androstenone. But people 
didn't know what was the ba- 
sis of it,” Matsunami said. 

То find out, researchers in 
Matsunami's lab tested sweat 
chemicals on most of the 400 
known odor receptors used 
by the nose to sniff out smells 
and chemicals. 

They found the OR7D4 
gene reacted strongly with 
the sex steroid androstenone. 
Next, they tested whether 
variations in this gene had an 
impact on how people per- 
ceived the smell of an- 
drostenone in male sweat, 


gest a single gene may deter- 
mine how people perceive 
body odor. 

The study, published online 
оп Sunday in the British jour- 
nal Nature, helps explain why 
the same sweaty man can smell 
like vanilla to some, like urine 
to others, and for about a third 
of adults, have no smell at all, 

It has long been known 
that smell and taste—which 
are essentially the same 
thing—are highly subjective. 
The fragrance that one per- 
son finds sublime could make 
someone else queasy, and one 
man's wine of the gods can be. 
another man's plonk. 

But the exact mechanism 
accounting for these differ- 
ences has remained largely a 
mystery, though genes were 
known to play a role. 

The US study fills in a piece 
of the puzzle. 

“This is the first time that 
any human odorant receptor 
is associated with how we ex- 
perience odors,” Hiroaki Mat- 
sunami of Duke University in 
North Carolina said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

Matsunami and colleagues 
at Duke and Rockefeller Uni- 
versity in New York focused оп 
the chemical androstenone, 
which is created when the 
body breaks down the male 
sex hormone testosterone. 


A gene called OR7D4 

Androstenone is in the 
sweat of men and women, 
but it is more highly concen- 
trated in men. How one per- 
ceives its smell appears to 
have a lot to do with varia- 
tions in one odor receptor 
gene called OR7D4. 

“Ir is well known that peo- 
ple have different perceptions 


Inthe moodfor love. 

They took blood samples 
and sequenced the DNA of 
400 people who participated 
in a smell perception test 
done in Leslie Vosshall's lab 
at Rockefeller. 

What they found is slight 
genetic variations determine 
whether androstenone has a 
pungent smell, a sweet, vanil- 
la-like smell or no smell at all 

The role of androstenone is 
not well understood in hu- 
mans, but in pigs it sends a 
powerful sex signal that puts 
sows in the mood for love. 

^t facilitates the courtship 
behavior in females,” Mat- 
sunami said. 


Further study 

"There is some evidence 
published showing — this 
Chemical can modify the 
mood or hormone levels in 
humans," he said. "What we 
don't know is whether the re- 
ceptor we found was in any 
way involved in this process." 

He and colleagues will fur- 
ther study this aspect to un- 
derstand how smelling these 
chemicals might affect human 
social and sexual behavior. 

Reports from Reuters, AFP 
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By Kristine L. Alave 


THE ESTRADA FAMILY YESTERDAY BE- 
littled the threat made by former Ilocos 
Sur Gov. Luis "Chavit" Singson to impli- 
cate San Juan Mayor Joseph Victor ЧУ” 
Ejercito, a son of Joseph Estrada, in his 
father's activities if the former president 
appeals his plunder case in the Supreme 
Court 

Members of the family, particularly JV 
said they were unfazed by Singson's threat 

Singson said JV was only after media at- 
tention, 

‘The Sandiganbayan Special Division had 
ordered the forfeiture of several of Estra- 
da's assets, and sentenced him to up to 40 
years in prison. The former president re- 
mains at his estate in Tanay, Rizal, where he 
is under house arrest. 

JV, Estrada's son with ex actress Guia 
Gomez, said an appeal would push through 
despite Singson’s pronouncement. 

“Walang Pilipino na nasa katinuan ang 
pagiisip ang patuloy pang maniniwala kay 
Chavit (No Filipino in his right mind would 
still believe Chavit),” he said. 


Government's star witness 

Singson, the government's star wit- 
ness in the jueteng charges against the 
former president, according to JV, was 
one of the depositors in the Jose Velarde 
account. 

In turn, Singson accused JV of depositing 
over P100 million to the account. 

While he did not directly answer 
Singson's charge, JV said people should 
stop paying attention to the ex gover- 
nor. 

“Darating din ang tamang panahon na 
mapapatunayan na walang kasalanan sa 
sambayanan si PJEE at ang aming pamilya 
(Time will come when it will be proved that 
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Estradas unfazed by Chavit threat against JV 


PJEE [President Joseph Ejercito Estrada] 
and our family committed no crime against 
the country)," he said. 

Estrada's wife, former Sen. Ma. Luisa 
“Loi” Ejercito, said the family couldn't care 
less if Singson filed new plunder charges 
against other family members. 

“Не can file a new case if he wants to. He 
should have done that in the beginning,” ап 
angry Loi said. 


Unfairly tried 

Both JV and Loi maintained Estrada's 
innocence, stressing that the family pa- 
triarch and opposition leader was un- 
fairly tried and that the verdict was is- 
sued to bolster President Macapagal- Ar- 
royo’s presidency. 

Singson had implicated Sen. Jinggoy 
Ejercito, Estrada's elder son with Loi, for ac- 
cepting bribes from jueteng funds. 

The Sandiganbayan Special Division 
cleared Jinggoy of plunder, along with 
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Atong Ang 


lawyer Edward Serapio. 

Estrada's lawyers announced on Satur- 
day that they would file a motion of recon. 
sideration with the Sandiganbayan on or 
before Sept. 27. 

If the antigraft court upholds its deci- 
sion, the Estrada camp can file an ap- 
peal for review of the case in the 
Supreme Court 
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back in 
business? 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, 
Laguna—Has Charlie 
“Atong” Ang, former 
gambling buddy of 
deposed President 
Joseph Estrada, found 
awaytoretumtohis Жш 
former “business?” 

While Estrada has 
been convicted of 
plunder for receiving 
“jueteng” kickbacks, 
‘Ang has supposedly 
set up Lucky Titanium 
Corp. to run the small 
town lottery (STL) in 
Cavite. 

Acertain Alex Bil- 
lan was the signato- 
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provincial council. 
Managed by the 


Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office 
(PCSO), the STL is a 
government-ap- 
proved project pri- 
marily aimed аг 
eradicating the ille- 
gal numbers game. 

Antigambling ad- 
vocates have 
blamed the STL for 
the resurgence of 
jueteng in some ar- 
eas where it had 
been purportedly 
stopped by police. 

A casino patron, 
Ang was one of 
Estrada's coaccused 
in the P4-billion 
plunder case filed 
against the ousted 
president in the 
Sandiganbayan. 

Three months be- 
fore Estrada's convic- 
tion, Ang was placed 
on probation by the 
antigraft court after 
he pleaded guilty to a 
lesser charge in the 
plunder case. 

Another — official 
confirmed that Ang 
indeed owned the 
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company that bagged 
the STL franchise, 
“The moment it 
was passed in the 
Sangguniang Pan- 
lalawigan (provin- 
cial council), we 
knew it (the appli- 
cation) came from 
Ang's company be- 
cause we were told 
by a government of- 
ficial close to him,” 
the second source 
said. Marlon 
Ramos, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 
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Abalos cites Comelec 
concerns for absence 


By Beverly T. Natividad 
and Gil С. Cabacungan Jr. 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS CHAIR BEN- 
jamin Abalos yesterday said he could not at- 
tend the Senate hearing on the National 
Broadband Network (NBN) deal because he 
did not want to compromise the Comelec. 

“I wish I could, but my personal concern. 
should not outweigh the concerns of the of- 
fice. Ihave a duty to protect and uphold the 
Comelec’s independence. I will sacrifice my 
personal concern,” said Abalos. 

He said that contrary to reports that he 
was “snubbing” the hearing, he, in fact, 
wanted to attend it to clear his name. "I 
want to attend. I know I can better explain 
myselfif go there,” he said. 

‘Abalos said he had not received an invi- 
tation or subpoena to attend the Senate in- 
quiry. 

He said he was still studying whether to 
attend the hearings if invited. 

Communications Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza has begged off from attending to- 
day's hearing. 

Mendoza signed the NBN contract on 
April 21 in Boao, China, along with ZTE 
vice president Yu Yong in ceremonies wit- 
nessed by President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

In a letter to the blue ribbon committee 
on Sept. 12, Mendoza said the two pending 
cases in the Supreme Court seeking to block 
the ZTE deal “prevents me and my core- 
spondents to speak out on the matter due to 


certain legal constraints particularly under 
the recognized principle of sub judice." 

The cases were filed by Vice Gov. Rolex 
Suplico and Amsterdam Holdings Inc., the 
original proponent of the NBN project. 

Aside from Jose “Joey” de Venecia III, on- 
ly Suplico and columnist Jarius Bondoc 
have confirmed their attendance in today's. 
hearing. 

‘Among those also invited are Yo Yung, 
‘Trade Secretary Peter Favila, Communica- 
tions Assistant Secretary Lorenzo Formoso 
Ш; former Director General Romulo Neri of 
the National Economic and Development 
Authority, and former Chair Ramon Sales of 
the Commission on Information and Com- 
munication Technology. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said he would press 
De Venecia on his motive in exposing the al- 
Teged payoffs in the contract. 

“Assuming that the deal is rescinded, 1 
would ask him if he would still pursue the 
broadband contract,” Lacson said. 

Sen. Joker Arroyo was not too hot on to- 
day's hearing as he dismissed the issue as a 
dispute between "commissioners." 

"They want the Senate to be the referee 
in their fight. But we should not be allowed 
to be used as their collecting agency" he 
said. 

With the unraveling of the ZTE contract, 
Sen. Jamby Madrigal said it was about time 
the Senate review all 47 agreements forged 
by Ms Arroyo with the Chinese government 
since she took power in 2001. 


GMA urges Senate to act ... 


From page Al 
stores in the barangays that will sell cheap- 
er medicine and the allotment of P370 mil- 
lion for the acquisition of medicine in next 
year’s national budget. 

“We will push Congress to approve the 
bill for cheaper medicine so that the price of 
medicine would go down further for the 
benefit of the public,” she said at the 146- 
bed, P448-million Zamboanga del Norte 
Medical Center, which she inaugurated 
here. 


Contentious issues 

‘The President last year certified as ur- 
gent the proposed Cheaper Medicines Act. 
She said that the Senate and the House had 
passed their versions of the bill but the bi- 
cameral conference committee had not 
been able to work on it. 

“I think there were some bones of con- 
tention from the last time, There was one 
addition in the period of amendments of 
price control. Maybe we should remove 


those controversial provisions so that it will 
be the minimum that everyone agrees on," 
she said. 

‘The President said her No. 1 agenda dur- 
ing her visit to India was “to spread the 
availability of half-priced medicine to our 
local governments and also to our private 
sector." 


Air pacts, investments 

She said she would also work out air 
agreements for Philippine Airlines, Cebu 
Pacific, Air Philippines and Asian Spirit “so 
they could take advantage of the air rights 
that India is giving us." 

The President said she intended to seek 
more Indian investments for the country, аз 
‘well as look into India's pioneering technol- 
ogy on planting jatropha, a substitute for 
diesel which the government is now pro- 
moting. 

Earlier, Ms Arroyo was in Zamboanga del 
Sur where she opened the Agro-Tourism 
and Heritage Complex in Pagadian City. 


US war on Iraq tied to oil 


From page Al 


body asked me, ‘Are we fortunate in taking 
out Saddam?’ I would say it was essential.” 

Greenspan's bombshell memoir appears 
18 months after he left the Fed following a 
career that spanned 1987 to 2006, with the 
US economy at a crossroads, and ahead of a 
critical Fed meeting under the chairman- 
ship of his successor, Ben Bernanke. 


‘The Oracle’ 

The man dubbed “The Oracle” tells his 
own tale of nearly two decades at the helm 
of one of the world's most powerful finan- 
cial institutions, and includes surprising 
swipes at the Bush administration. 

US Defense Secretary Robert Gates, 
while explaining his “respect” for 
Greenspan, rejected the charge that a thirst 
for crude explained the decision to invade 
Iraq in March 2003. 

“I know the same allegation was made 
about the Gulf War in 1991, and I just don't 
believe it's true,” Gates said on ABC televi- 
sion on Sunday. 

“I think that its really about stability in 
the Gulf. Irs about rogue regimes trying to 
develop weapons of mass destruction," he 
said. "Irs about aggressive dictators.” 


200 protesters arrested 

Gates’ defense came а day after thou- 
sands of antiwar protesters marched in 
‘Washington. 

А spokesperson for one of the groups 
which organized the march said more than 
200 protesters were taken into custody, in- 
cluding at least 10 Iraq war veterans, when 
they attempted to cross a police barrier 
near the US Capitol. 

Members of the US Congress, who by a 
broad majority also voted to authorize the 
use of military force against Iraq, also dis- 
missed Greenspan's assertion. 

“I don't believe that 77 United States sen- 
ators оп a broad, bipartisan basis would 
have authorized the use of force ... ifit was 
only about oil" Republican Sen. John 
Cornyn told CNN. 


Principle for power 

Greenspan, a lifelong Republican, writes 
in his book that he advised the White House 
to veto some bills to curb “out-of-control” 
spending while the Republicans controlled 
Congress. 


А 


According to The Wall Street Journal, he 
says that Bush's failure to do so “was a ma- 
jor mistake.” 

Republicans in Congress, he writes, 
“swapped principle for power. They ended 
up with neither" 

“They deserved to lose" in the 2006 elec- 
tions when the Democrats retook control of 
Congress, he adds. 


$100,000 per speech 

A speech by the 81-year-old Greenspan is 
said to command more than $100,000, and 
Greenspan reportedly earned an $8.5-mil- 
lion advance from Penguin Press for the 
book. 

In the memoir, he puts his own spin on 
the events surrounding the 1987 stock mar- 
ket crash, the bursting of the Internet bub- 
ble and the 2001 recession coinciding with 
the Sept. 11 terror strikes. 

Tn a blog on the online bookstore Ama- 
zon.com, Greenspan says he will share de- 
tails of his childhood in New York, his years 
as a jazz musician and his friendship with 
US presidents. 

“After years of talking Fedspeak in care- 
fully calibrated congressional testimony, 1 
could finally use my own voice,” Greenspan 
says with uncharacteristic verve. 

“I tackled the personal part first, but then 
started unraveling the detective story about 
the economy,” Greenspan adds in his blog. 
“What did all the economic shifts we began 
to detect in the late '90s mean?" 


Blamed for crisis 

His memoirs are due out just as the insti- 
tution he led for so many years holds its 
most anticipated meeting in years. 

Оп Tuesday, investors around the world 
will be closely watching the Fed for some 
sign that might help counter the effects of a 
US mortgage crisis that has rattled markets 
and led to a credit squeeze. (See related 
story in Business, Page BS.) 

Greenspan is increasingly being blamed 
by some for the crisis. By keeping interest 
rates so low for so long, some argue, he 
helped foster the real estate bubble behind 
much of the current woes. 

‘The former Fed chief told the Financial 
Times that the drop in property prices “is go- 
ing to be larger than most people expect.” 

Не added that he would not be surprised if 
the percentage decline in the United States 
ended up being “in double digits.” AFP 


From pagel 
called by Commission on Elections Chair 
Benjamin Abalos Sr. to pressure him to 
back out of the project. 

“Ihave not experienced something like 
this before, but I will say the truth under 
oath,” he told the Inquirer when asked if 
he would name the mystery man. 

De Venecia, 44, has confirmed his at- 
tendance at the Senate blue ribbon's 
vestigation at 9:30 this morning. 

Besides the Senate, the House of Rep- 
resentatives is investigating the ZTE 
deal, which congressional leaders want 
scrapped because it is allegedly over- 
priced and attended by corruption. Oth- 
ers claim that the project is unnecessary. 


Cayetano committee 
Sen, Alan Peter Cayetano, chair of the 
blue ribbon committee, said he would ask 
De Venecia about the mystery man's identity. 
"It is important that we know the iden- 
tity of this mystery man and other details 
involved in crafting the ZTE deal because 
we want to unmask how this administra- 
tion does its business,” Cayetano said. 
The NBN project aims to build a nation- 
wide hi-tech telecommunications backbone 
that would link the telephone, cellular and 
Internet services ofall government offices. 
De Venecia, a son of Speaker Jose de 
Venecia Jr, said he was ready to confront 
the other officials he linked to corruption 
and bribery in connection with the project. 
He earlier said the influential person 
pointed his fingers at him and told him: 
“Umatras ka (Back off" at a meeting in 
March at Abalos office at the Wack Wack 
Golf and Country Club in Mandaluyong City 
De Venecia said he found the man's 
presence improper but acknowledged 
that he did not know if the man was 
among those who had received kick- 
backs from the project. 


Leather jacket 

їп а leather jacket and black pants, the 
President's husband passed through the 
Dignitaries Lounge at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport Terminal 1, taking 
an elevator from the Presidential Lounge. 

Mike Arroyo was driven to the airport 
through the limited-access ramp area, 
bypassing regular traffic and skipping 
the long check-in queue at the terminal. 

Indicating how Arroyo wanted his de- 
parture to be kept from the public, air- 


PHILIPPINE DA 


— Mike A flies to Hong Kong 


IN THE KNOW. 


JOSE MIGUEL “MIKE” ARROYO GOT 
embroiled in a controversy in 2005 
when alleged "jueteng" bagmen claimed 
he had received kickbacks from the Ille- 
gal numbers game. 

The accusations came at а time when 
his wife was facing allegations of elec- 
toral fraud. 

їп June 2005, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo said her husband volunteered to 
go abroad. "Не will leave to remove these 
distractions and volunteered to remove 
himself from any situation that will cast. 
doubt on my presidency,” she sald. 


port security officials prevented the In- 
Quien from getting close to him when he 
emerged from the elevator. 

Ashe walked to the boarding gate, Ar- 
royo was flanked by executives of the 
Manila International Airport Authority, 
including General Manager Alfonso Cusi 
and airport security chief retired Gen. 
Angel Atutubo, an official known to be 
close to the first family. 

Walking closely behind was National Bu- 
reau of Investigation official Pedro Bulaong 
and chief airport customs collector Ding So. 

De Venecia said that contrary to spec- 
ulation, the mystery man was not Dios- 
dado “Buboy” Macapagal Jt, a brother 
of Ms Arroyo. 

He said he knew Buboy Macapagal to 
bea "very honest, very professional busi- 
nessman." 

‘Asked if the mystery man was another 
person close to the President, De Venecia 
said: “Can I answer that tomorrow?” 

He has accused Abalos of trying to 
bribe him with $10 million to have AHI 
withdraw its own NBN proposal. He said 
Abalos called him to several meetings at 
‘Wack Wack and invited him to meet ZTE 
officials in Shenzen, 

De Venecia said he rejected Abalos’ al- 
leged bribe offer and appeals to withdraw 
because he was convinced AHI had a better 
proposal that would not cost the govem- 
ment anything to build the NBN project. 

Abalos has strongly denied De Vene- 
cia's allegation that he had offered the 
AHI founder a bribe. 

De Venecia said Abalos had also taped. 
his telephone conversations with ZTE of- 


The President's husband left for tn 
United States on July 6, but returneu | 
the country on July 31 for the бийге 
his half-sister. 

Arroyo went back to the United 
States on Aug. 10 and stayed there 1 
late October. 

in April this year, he was rushed tc 
St. Luke's Medical Center in Quezon t 
for an emergency heart operation: Hs 
survived the dangerous open-hear 
surgery, and was advised by dooto: } 
avoid stressful situations. Cyril L. 
Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


ficials. It was Abalos himself ai 
him about the wiretapping in. 
anger, according to De Venecia. 
The meeting in March, wher 
mystery man surfaced, was arrais 
Communications Secretary | 
Mendoza to reconcile him with! 
De Venecia said he was prepa: 
face-off with Abalos or Mendoz: 
“Oh yes, I hope he (Abalbs 
up," he said, saying he knew itv... 
his word against the Comelec ch. г 
“I will tell him you tried toi! 
and thank God I did not take yor 
(See story on this page.) 


Anguish 

De Venecia revealed his angl. ч 
the toll that his crusade agains! : « 
deal had taken on his relationsliy 
his father. 

“The younger De Venecia is й 
the Speaker from a pfevious.1. а 
(Victoria Perez). 

He said his father told him 
waging a losing battle. 

“You're not gonna win this: «.« 
ing against the DOTC, which: 
powerful agency, and Abalor -l 
head of a very powerful соп + 
And who are you? Even if yo: v| 
son,” he quoted his father as tel 

“He is very concerned about: 
but also with the political aspee' 
he will always try to protect the -..| 
tration,” he said. 

But he said the Speaker did : 
him from testifying inthe Senat V 
report from Gil C. Cabacungan yr: 
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ZTE says 

De Venecia III 
violating RP 
Constitution 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
and Riza Olchondra 


CHINA'S ZTE CORP YESTERDAY SAID 
the son of Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. 
would be violating the prohibition on 
relatives of high-ranking state officials 
from entering into government con- 
tracts had his firm cornered the $329- 
million contract for the National Broad- 
band Network project. 

Officials of ZTE admitted that the 
price of the contract ballooned by 33 
percent from the initial quoted price, but 
insisted that this adjustment was made 
to accommodate the higher require- 
ments of the government. 

Speaking through ап interpreter, 
Howard Xue, ZTE global marketing director 
and chief IT consultant, said the initial price. 
for the contract was only $262 million, but 
this was later raised to $329 million. 

“This was because of the upgrade of 
the network,” Xue said. “The coverage 
[under the ‘initial terms] before was 
2,000 government offices, but this was 

ised to 25,000 [government offices]." 

He said ZTE had to raise the capacity 
of its network “backbone” due to the 
higher communications capacity re- 
quired by the government. 

The escalation in price, Xue said, had 
nothing to do with any bribes or kick- 
backs as alleged by Jose de Venecia III 
who owns losing project proponent Am- 
sterdam Holdings Inc (АНТ). 

‘The ZTE officials said they were upset 
that the criticism of the project had focused 
solely on them, while scant attention was 
given to AHI, which they claimed was inca- 
pable of undertaking a project of this scale. 

‘Atthe same time, Xue pointed out that 
the younger De Venecia's interest in the 
project went against Philippine laws. 

“He is the son of the Speaker of the 
House. This is against the Constitution,” 
hesaid, explaining that the law prohibits 
relatives of the highest officials of the 
government up to the third degree of 
consanguinity from participating in gov- 
ernment contracts. 


Tue Daity GOSPEL 


‘Tuesday, September 18, 2007 
24th Week in Ordinary Time 
IstReading: 
Gospel: 

A little later Jesus went to a town called Naim and many of his disci 
ples went with him—a great number of people. As he reached the gate 
ofthe town, a dead man was being carried out. He was the only son of 
his mother and she was a widow; there followed a large crowd of 
townspeople. 

Оп seeing her, the Lord had pity on her and said, "Don't cry" Then 
һе came up and touched the stretcher and the men who carried it 
stopped, Jesus then said, "Young man, awake, I tell you.” And the dead 
man got up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. A 
holy fear came over them all and they praised God saying, "A great 
prophet has appeared among us; God has visited his people.” This 
news spread out in the Jewish country and the surrounding places. 
‘Commentary 

Do you want to be a bishop? You have to be married only once! You 
have to be irreproachable, a good teacher, not addicted to drink, a man of 
peace and you cannot love money. A bishop must manage his own house- 
hold, because he will be managing the household of God. And deacons 
must follow in these same patterns—and all should be put on probation 
first! And the women who serve in these ministries must be trustwor- 
‘thy—the requirements are the same for all. We seem to have forgotten 
and have lost much of the wisdom of the early Church in regard to bish- 
ops/deacons for both men and women. Who in your Church would make 
worthy ministers? 

Jesus heals a widow's only son and in the tradition of Elijah the 
prophet. We do not often see Jesus so clearly as the prophet of 
God—his Word bringing us back to life. Do we listen and come back to 
life? 
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ZTE says 

De Venecia III 
violating RP 
Constitution 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
and Riza Olchondra 


CHINAS ZTE CORR YESTERDAY SAID 
the son of Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. 
would be violating the prohibition on 
relatives of high-ranking state officials 
from entering into government con- 
tracts had his firm cornered the $329- 
million contract for the National Broad- 
band Network project. 

Officials of ZTE admitted that the 
price of the contract ballooned by 33 
percent from the initial quoted price, but 
insisted that this adjustment was made 
to accommodate the higher require- 
ments of the government. 

Speaking through an interpreter, 
Howard Xue, ZTE global marketing director. 
and chief IT consultant, said the initial price 
for the contract was only $262 million, but 
this was later raised to $329 million. 

“This was because of the upgrade of 
the network,” Xue said. “The coverage 
[under the initial terms] before was 
2,000 government offices, but this was 
raised to 25,000 [government offices]." 

He said ZTE had to raise the capacity 
of its network “backbone” due to the 
higher communications capacity re- 
quired by the government. 

‘The escalation in price, Xue said, had 
nothing to do with any bribes or kick- 
backs as alleged by Jose de Venecia Ш 
who owns losing project proponent Am- 
sterdam Holdings Inc (AHI). 

The ZTE officials said they were upset 
that the criticism of the project had focused 
solely on them, while scant attention was 
given to AHI, which they claimed was inca- 
pable of undertaking a project of this scale. 

Atthe same time, Xue pointed out that 
the younger De Venecia's interest in the 
project went against Philippine laws. 

“He is the son of the Speaker of the 
House. This is against the Constitution,” 
he said, explaining that the law prohibits 
relatives of the highest officials of the 
government up to the third degree of 
consanguinity from participating in gov- 
ernment contracts, 
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THe РАП GOSPEL 


Tuesday, September 18, 2007 
24th Week in Ordinary Time 
Ist Reading: 
Gospel: Luke 7:11-17 
A little later Jesus went to а town called Naim and many of his disci- 
ples went with him—a great number of people. As he reached the gate 


of the town, а dead man was being carried out. He was the only son of | 


his mother and she was а wido 
townspeople. 

‘On seeing her, the Lord had pity on her and said, “Don’t cry" Then 
he came up and touched the stretcher and the men who carried it 
stopped. Jesus then said, "Young man, awake, tell you.” And the dead 
man got up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. A 
holy fear came over them all and they praised God saying, "A great 
prophet has appeared among us; God has visited his people.” This 
news spread out in the Jewish country and the surrounding places. 
Commentary 

Do you want to be a bishop? You have to be married only once! You 
have to be irreproachable, a good teacher, not addicted to drink, a man of 
peace and you cannot love money. A bishop must manage his own house- 
hold, because he will be managing the household of God. And deacons 
‘must follow in these same patterns—and all should be put on probation 
first! And the women who serve in these ministries must be trustwor- 
thy—the requirements are the same for all. We seem to have forgotten 
and have lost much of the wisdom of the early Church in regard to bish- 
ops/deacons for both men and women. Who in your Church would make 
worthy ministers? 

Jesus heals а widow's only son and in the tradition of Elijah the 
prophet. We do not often see Jesus so clearly as the prophet of 
God—his Word bringing us back to life. Do we listen and соте back to 
life? 
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Who’s next? 


FTER THE SANDIGANBAYAN CONVICTED DE- 
А President Joseph Estrada of plunder last 
week, government officials, civil society leaders 

and media people began asking, "Who's next?” The 
Sandiganbayan decision has shown that no one is exempt 
from accountability, not even a former president, and it 
should embolden everyone to pursue graft and corrup- 
tion cases against those who have to 

EDITORIAL answer for them. 

For her part, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo last Thursday created the Procurement Transparency 
Group that will monitor procurement for public projects 
and report irregularities to the agency heads concerned. 
She also formed a Pro-performance Infrastructure Moni- 
toring Group. 

But what is needed in dealing with the problem of graft 
and corruption are not new government agencies but reso- 
lute action against grafters. We already have many govern- 
ment agencies charged with bringing corrupt officials to 
justice. What is needed is the political will to go after these 
officials and not to let up until they are all behind bars. 

For starters, Ms Arroyo and other officials should act on 
the following case: 

(1) The $2-million extortion charge against former Jus- 
tice Secretary Hernando Perez filed by former Manila Rep. 
Mark Jimenez in 2001. Estrada had said then that Jimenez 
gave Perez $2 million to approve the $470-million contract 
to rehabilitate a power plant in Laguna won by the Argen- 
tine firm Industrias Metalurgicas Pescarmona Sociedad 
Anonima (Impsa). Graft prosecutors said there was suffi- 
cient evidence to establish that Perez and company had 
committed "illegal acts. 

(2) The P1.3-billion election computerization deal. The 
Supreme Court on Jan. 13, 2004 voided MegaPacific’s con- 
tract to supply the Commission on Elections with 1,991 au- 
tomated counting machines because the deal was tainted 
“with graft and legal infirmities.” Strangely, however, the 
Ombudsman on Oct. 2, 2006 absolved of any wrongdoing 
Comelec Chairman Benjamin Abalos and other officials in- 
volved in the deal. 

(3) The alleged P532.9-million overpricing of the P1.1- 
billion 5.1-km President Diosdado Macapagal Boulevard in 
the Manila Bay reclamation area. The Ombudsman has up- 
held the allegation of whistle-blower Sulficio Tagud Jr, a 
former director of the Public Estates Authority, that the 
road was overpriced by 250 percent and the bridge by 67 
percent. The Ombudsman has approved the filing of graft 
charges against 20 PEA officials, six auditors of the Com- 
mission on Audit and Jesusito Legaspi, owner of JD Legaspi 
Construction which constructed the road, described by 
Tagud as “the most expensive asphalt road in the country.” 

(4) The P200-million Jose Pidal case. In 2003 Sen. Panfi- 
lo Lacson accused Jose Miguel Arroyo, husband of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo; of amassing more than P200 mil- 
lion from campaign contributions to Ms Arroyo and putting 
the money in secret bank accounts, including that of ‘Jose 
Pidal." Last June, Lacson criticized Sen. Joker Arroyo, for- 
mer chair of the Senate blue ribbon committee, for sitting 
on the Jose Pidal case. 

(5) The $503-million Northrail project. Former Senate 
President Franklin Drilon said the project was one of the 
“colossal corrupt deals” of the Arroyo administration. In 
August 2005 the UP Law Center said the contract between 
Northrail and the China National Machinery and Equip- 
ment Corp. Group was illegal because of "questionable 
terms" and should be annulled. It also urged the filing of 
criminal, civil and administrative charges against some 
public officials and private individuals. 

(6) The P728-million fertilizer fund scam. Former Agri- 
culture Undersecretary Jocelyn “ос-јос” Bolante was ac- 
cused of distributing P728 million in fertilizer funds to lo- 
cal leaders to ensure Ms Arroyo's election victory in 2004. 
Bolante fled to the United States, was arrested at the Los 
Angeles International Airport. He has chosen to be de- 
tained in the US rather than be deported to Manila. 

(7) The $329-million National Broadband Network. 

If the President is sincere in going after grafters in the 
government, she should order all the government agencies 
concerned, including the two offices she recently created, 
to go hammer and tongs after all the individuals and offices 
involved in these seven high-profile cases. The Estrada 
plunder case has shown that "big fish” can be caught, pros- 
ecuted, sentenced and put behind bars. From now on, 
there should be no pussyfooting and foot-dragging on graft 
and corruption. 
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COME FRIDAY, ORGANIZERS FROM KOREA, 
Taipei and Thailand gather in Cebu City forthe 
3rd Philippine Bird Festival. That's also when 
thousands of birds from Siberia, northern 
Japan and environs start to fly south, along the 
East Asian Migratory Flyway, ahead of the win- 
ter cold. With the precision of nature's global 
positioning systems, 7 out of 10 birds wil 
make "pit stops" in Philippine sanctuaries. 

"Cebu's Olango Island is one such refuge,” 
says Michael Lu of the Wild Bird Club of the. 
Philippines. Migrating birds recently touched 
down on empty ponds of Cebu's South Road 
Properties, creating an accidental refuge. "This 
is the only place where, at the right time, the 
threatened Asian dowitcher and Chinese egret 
are almost certain to be found.” 

The meet sets off the region's cycle of bird- 
watching: Seosan City, South Korea, in late Oc- 
tober, Taipei and Bangkok in November. But at- 
tention is focused on one of the world's rarest 
birds, the Cebu flowerpecker (Dicaeum 
quadricolor), Lu explains. Once thought ex- 
tinct, a few were recently spotted in Tabunan 
forest patches. 

The country has 530 bird species, from the 
Visayan wrinkled hornbill ro the Philippine ea- 
gle. But they run a gauntlet of slingshots, traps, 
air rifles and pollution—and official disdain. 

Yet, they perform little-noticed but vital 
tasks, from curbing insect infestation to scat- 
tering seeds. In the shrinking North Negros 
forest reserve, 20 percent of trees wouldn't re- 
generate ifthe present rate of hunting persists, 
University of British Columbia study esti- 
mates. 

Like rivers, birds make up an early warning 
system. When rivers dry up or birds disappear, it 
signals that “the environment is under such 
stress that species, which have lived in them for 
thousands of years, can no longer survive," 
notes the Philippines Red Data book. An in- 
creasing number have been wiped out. Among 
the “feathered desaparecidos" are the Mindoro 
imperial pigeon and the Mindanao parrotfinch. 


THE TRULY AWE-INSPIRING NEWS FROM 
where we stand was not the resignation of 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, though 
that was awe-inspiring enough in itself. As ev- 
eryone knows by now, Abe resigned because of 
scandals rocking his government, a falling ap- 
proval rating, and crippling opposition to his 
hawkish policies, chief of them reviving 
Japan's military might. 

But like 1 said, this wasn't the most awe-in- 
spiring thing of all. What was, were the resig- 
nations of several other Cabinet members, 
chief of them the agriculture ministers. Over 
the last four months, Abe has had three agri- 
culture ministers, and all three resigned out of 
shame over the messy state of affairs there. A 
fourth one, the agriculture minister preceding 
them, Toshikatsu Matsuoka, did not just resign. 
from government, he resigned from life, com- 
mitting suicide last May. He hanged himself 
hours before he was set to answer questions on 
bookkeeping anomalies. 

The latest agriculture minister to go, Take- 
hiko Endo, readily admitted his guilt. He was 
accused of getting government agriculture 
subsidies in 1999 for a farm cooperative he 
headed by exaggerating weather damage to its 
grape harvest. “I apologize,” he said. “The зе- 
ries of scandals has added to the people's dis- 
trust.” And he promptly quit. 

1 remember again the Japanese guy who 
helped finance the Cherry Hills subdivision in 
Antipolo readily admitting his guilt, weeping 
in shame over the deaths of many residents 
there, and promising to indemnify the victims’ 
kin. This while his Filipino counterparts, the 
people who actually handled the project, in- 
cluding conducting the feasibility studies that 
concluded the project was feasible, were busy 
pointing to one another and to the world as the 
source of the bane. 

То say that the Japanese conduct strikes a 
contrast with our own is to say that the temper- 
ature of heaven strikes a contrast with that of 
hell. What was the mess in the Japanese agricul- 
ture department? Well, it merely had one agri- 
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Destruction of habitats stem from the in- 
creasingly heavy “human footprint.” Results of 
the 2007 census (overdue by two years) are 
not in yet. But many use the "guesstimate" of 
89 million as current population, up from 19.2 
million in 1948. Forest cover in Cebu has dwin- 
Фей to almost zero. Only 7 percent of what 
was once were forested 297,179 sq. km. of the 
world richer biodiversity pool remains. 

Today, S6 bird species are threatened. These 
include the Negros bleeding heart (Galli 
columba keayi) and scarlet-collared flower- 
pecker (Dicaeum retrocinctum). “Without im- 
mediate intervention, the Philippines is on the 
brink of an extinction crisis," notes Conserva- 
tion International. 

The country's patchwork of isolated islands, 
tropical climate and once extensive rainforests 
nurtured high species diversity. About 185 
species are endemic, i.e, found nowhere else. 
These cluster in seven “Endemic Bird Areas": 
Mindoro, Luzon, Negros and Panay, Cebu, 
Mindanao and ‘Eastern Visayas, the Sulu 
archipelago and Palawan. 

Thus, the Philippines has among the highest 
rates of discovery worldwide. In the last 10 
years, 16 new species of mammals were discov- 
ered. In May 2004, a possibly new species of rail 
Gallirallus was observed on Calayan Island. Itis 
probably related to the Okinawa rail (Galliral- 
lus okinawae). Discoveries may continue. 

But being one of the world's biologically 
richest countries is past tense. Within biodiver- 
sity hotspots, only 11 percent of the total land 
area is protected. "What is not demarcated will 
mot be managed,” the perceptive Food and 
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culture minister charged with bookkeeping 
fraud and another with obtaining excess sub- 
sidy for his cooperative. The “merely” there is a 
comparative term, “merely” in comparison to 
our case. What was the mess in our agriculture 
department not too long ago? It was an agricul- 
ture undersecretary believed to be the alter ego 
of the presidential spouse handing out hun- 
dreds of millions of pesos in fertilizer funds to 
congressmen, half of whom had no districts to 
fertilize, for the barefaced reason of fertilizing 
the presidential bid of the incumbent. 

What did the Japanese ministers do in light 
of the accusations? They resigned from office 
or from this life. What did Joc-Joc Bolante do 
in light of the revelations? He refused to ap- 
pear in the Senate, backed up by his sponsors 
in Malacafiang who cited СМАЗ lunatic order 
forbidding public officials from testifying 
against her without her express permission, 
and eventually fled to the US seeking haven 
there. Thankfully, the US offers no haven to 
scoundrels—except where they stand to profit 
immensely from it—and threw the fellow in 
jail. He has languished there since then. 

What does this say about the Japanese and 
us? Well, Japanese officials take the slightest 
whiff of scandal very, very seriously and hang 
their heads, literally and figuratively, in shame 
when it attaches to them. Filipino officials take 
the most brazen display of malefaction only 
laughingly and offer to resign but add hastily, 
‘Soconly.” 

‘The contrast between heaven and hell goes 
on. The Japanese prime ministers рапу is 
crushed in an election, and he resigns, saying ће 
no longer has the trust of his people. The Fil- 


Agriculture Organization forester Cherukat 
Chandrasekharan once pointed out. National 
park boundaries here are blurred. There is 
patchy enforcement. How many parks exist? 
You get different answers. 

But there are also silver linings. Palawan's 
Cockatoo Conservation Program slashed theft 
of this species’ eggs. Rediscovery of species 
once presumed to be extinct, like the Cebu 
flowerpecker, spurred Cebu Biodiversity Con- 
servation Foundation to protect the island's 
last few hectares of forest. Haribon Foundation 
and Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund orga- 
nized a “Threatened Species Program.” 

Five new protected areas were proclaimed 
in 2002, including the Quirino Protected Land- 
scape, which covers 206,875 hectares in north- 
eastern Luzon. Biodiversity conservation corri- 
dors are being set up in the Sierra Madre, 
Palawan and Eastern Mindanao regions. But 
New Zealand cancelled funding for a Bohol 
protected area because of graft. 

Field Museum in Chicago, Haribon Founda- 
tion and other groups are delineating "Key Bi 
diversity Areas." KBAs are discrete biological 
units that contain species of global conserva- 
tion concern. They are conserved as a single 
unit. It builds directly from the "117 Important 
Bird Areas" defined by Haribon in 2001. 

These require policy support and overhaul 
of mind-sets. "The portrait of bird species in 
decline is really a report on who humans are," 
writes Verlyn Klinkenborg in The New York 
Times. "In our everyday economic behavior, 
ме seem determined to discover whether we 
can live alone on earth.” 

“Who we are depends as much on the rich- 
ness and diversity of the biological life around 
us" as it does on our genes, he adds. We expect 
the world to adapt to changes we caused. But 
ме have the right to expect adaptation only 
from ourselves. “The trouble with humans is 
that even the smallest changes in our behavior 
require an epiphany” 

(E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com) 
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ipino President's party is crushed in an elec 

and she clings to power, saying a president 
only as strong as she wants to be, whatever that 
means. A Japanese prime ministers approval 
rating falls, and he resigns, saying the country is 
better left in other hands. The Filipino Presi- 
dents approval rating plunges past sub-zero 
levels from everybody believing she stole the 
vote, and she says she ... is ...sorry, it was a 
lapse in judgment, she'll punish herself by stay- 
ing on. The Japanese prime minister is rocked 
by a scandal or two, and he resigns, saying he 
‘can no longer move from that weight. The Fil- 
ipino President is rocked by one scandal after 
another, and she says life moves on, she stays 
on, the ZTE deal goes on, who the hell are the 
media, the public, and the world to stop them? 

There and then, you see why Japan gets 
ahead and we don't. There and then, you see 
why Japan prospers while we get stuck in the 
bog, or move on only in the direction of sinking 

it. Honor is not superfluous to progress, itis 
its beating heart. Honor is not an impediment 
to striving, itis its driving force. The only way 
to surpass yourself, to transcend yourself, to do 
the heroic thing is through boldness, and bold- 
ness is inextricably linked to honor. Гуе always 
thought it was no accident that the samurai is 
both fearless and honorable—those two quali- 
ties go together. And I've always thought it was 
mo accident that the fox in Aesop's fables is 
both cowardly and unscrupulous (though sly 
and manipulative)—those two qualities go to- 
gether as well. 

We like to believe we are a brave people, 
tapang being one of the values we cherish, aid- 
ed in no small way by myth and movie that de- 
pict the hero to be so. But tapang is not doing 
the idiotic thing, like refusing to back off from 
a knife fight during a drinking spree gone bad, 
it is simply doing. the right thing, like not de- 
fending the ZTE deal in the Senate as a senator 
while one's law firm, ACCRA, has it for a client. 
Courage and honoriare two sides of the same 
coin. The Japanese offitials are matapang. 

Ours are just matapang ang apog. 
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SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIAS RECOMMENDATION 
that the Arroyo administration renegotiate with Chi- 
na to make the NBN deal a build-operatetransfer 
scheme instead of a loan agreement is sensible, inas- 
much as it's in accordance with the National Telecom- 
munications Act of 1991. This law, authored by fo 
mer Sen, John Osmefia, provides as policy direction 
that such projects are best left to the private sector. 
and under BOT, so as not to require government 
guarantees and payment. Tes also good that У 
stressed that his son Joey would no longer participate 
in case ofa new bidding, суеп though his Amsterdam 
Holdings Inc. had originally offered to undertake this 
broadband project under BOT but lost to 7ТЕ. But 
more than renegotiate the deal, the sentiment from 
various sectors is to scrap the ZTE deal altogether and 
subject, the broadband proposal to more serious 
study. Answers are needed for such questions as: 
Does the country really need this project? Arent there 
existing entities that, with a little adjustment, could 
provide the same services to LGUs without entailing 
new expenses? Two UP professors have opined that 
the NBN deal is unnecessary. 

‘The President is beingportrayed in some me- 
dia reports as having abandoned her husband's 
sick bed a few months ago just to witness the 
signing of the ZTE deal in Boao, China, The un- 
derlying sinister implication is unmistakable. 
In fairness to her, however, I recall that way be- 
fore Mike Arroyo was taken ill, GMA was sched- 
шей to address the big annual conference in 
Boao attended by world leaders and co-chaired 
by former President Fidel Ramos. In fact, GMA's 
trp was to take her to а number of Chinese 
citles for about six days, but when Arroyo got 
sick, it was planned that she'd still address the 
world gathering and be away from his bedside 
for only 12 hours. The information I gathered 
was that her presence at the signing of the ZTE 
deal was squeezed in at the last minute at the 
airport terminal in China. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson is so persistent in calling 
presidential aide Medy Poblador to testify in the 
"Hello, Garci" hearing in the Senate. Poblador was 


(Introductory remarks made during the Second 
“Eminent Women in Politics” Lecture Series held 
yesterday at the Philippine Plaza Hotel, organized 
by the Miriam College-Women and Gender Insti- 
tute, in collaboration with the Office of the Senate. 
President.) 


WHAT 15 OUR PRIMARY DUTY AS FEMINISTS, 
and as women? I have always believed it is to ac- 
knowledge our mothers, the women who came be- 
fore us, pay them homage for all that they have. 
опе to ease our way, and thank them for taking 
risks and blazing trails. And then we need to look 
back, at all the other, younger women following. 
ur trail, do everything we can to guide them, open 
doors, or kick them down, if need be, and create. 
new paths of our own, challenging conventions, 
creating worlds of possibilities. 

It is my distinct honor-and pleasure this after- 
noon to introduce toryourthtee women who blazed 
trails and opened doors for our generation and 
those that are to follow. In honoring them, the 
Women and Gender Institute of Miriam College and 
the Senate of the Philippines acknowledge not just 
their years of service in the legislature, but also their 
dedication to the cause of equality among men and 
women, to the betterment of society, and the 
preservation of democracy. We honor them, too, for 
their continuing service to our people, especially 
‘women, years after they have left government ser- 
vice and well into their golden, retirement years. 

Indeed, the three women we honor in this Sec- 
ond Eminent Women in Politics Lecture Series 
serve as role models not just for women in or enter- 
ing politics, but also for everyone contemplating 
retirement and worrying about the prospects for an 
active, vital life. We need only look at our three 
honorees this afternoon to know that this is not on- 
ly possible, but also desirable, as they all have 
shown by the marvelous example of ther lives. 
‘SENATOR Eva Estrada Kalaw is well known not 
just for her membership in the Senate, where 
she spent two terms, and for her two terms, as 
‘well, in the martial law-era Batasang Pambansa, 
but also for her leadership in the political oppo- 
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said to have told the family of T/Sgt. Vidal Doble 
that if they were in any difficulty, they could call 
her. She also reportedly helped get Doble and for- 
mer NBI Deputy Director Samuel Ong out of San 
Carlos Seminary. But there's a far more crucial wit- 
ness whom Lacson has failed to summon: former 
President Joseph Estrada's mistress, Laai En- 
riquez. Recently Makati Rep. Teddyboy Locsin re- 
minded Lacson in a TV program that Ong had 
claimed that Enriquez. gave him P2 million, which 
he turned over to Doble as payment for the "moth- 
er of all tapes.” But despite this crucial allegation, 
said Locsin, Enriquez was never summoned by 
Congress to shed light on it. Who is Poblador com- 
pared toEnriquez? ——— 


‘That towering moral compass of our times, 
Magsaysay Awardee Jovito Salonga, resigned 
last Friday from the Sigma Rho fraternity which 
he and former Chief Justice Pedro Yap joined 
shortly after it was founded many decades ago. 
Salonga resigned after the recent death from 
hazing ofa UP student seeking admission to the 
fraternity, pointing out that when he and Yap 
Joined Sigma Rho, “hazing was not a prerequi- 
‘site to admission.” 

Cecile Alvarez and recently had as our guest 
former Sen. Joey Lina, who authored the Anti- 
Hazing Law in the 1990s. Lina feels so disgust- 
ed that the provisions he had built into the law 
to curb hazing were not carried out at UP At Ce- 
cile’s suggestion, Lina proposed that GMA de- 
clare one day in the year as National Anti-Ha: 
ing Observance to dramatize the need for 
schools to take action against this pernicious 
evil. I went farther by suggesting that a nation- 
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sition during the Marcos regime. 

Senator Kalaw paid a high price for uphold- 
ing her principles. She was arrested and de- 
tained twice for alleged subversion, but upon 
her release continued to speak out against the 
abuses of the martial law enforcers. In the 1984 
Batasan elections, Senator Kalaw led the oppo- 

ition to a 5-1 victory in Manila, winning the 
highest number of votes for any candidate na- 
tionwide. 

Born in Murcia, Tarlac, to Dr. Salvador Estra- 
da and Demetria Reynada, the senator earned a 
degree in education from the University of the 
Philippines, and took up post-graduate studies 
in social work. In between her teaching stints at 
the Far Eastern University, National Teachers 
College and Centro Escolar College, she en- 
gaged in social work for which she was awarded 
а citation for being the “Outstanding Volunteer 
Social Worker of the Year." 

Senator Kalaw founded and became the first. 
president of the Jayceerettes organization; and 
founded and became the national chair of 
Samahang Filipina. She also served as director 
of the League of Women Voters and ће Cham- 
ber of Home Industries of the Philippines. And 
for one peso a year, she served as special ap- 
pointee to the Manila Council for the Prevention 
of Juvenile Delinquency. 

In the Senate, she chaired the committees on 
games and amusements, tourism, and national 
minorities. She was married to Teodoro М 
Kalaw, a businessman. 

HELENA 2. Benitez, “Tita Helen” to many amo 
the women’s movement in the Philippines, served 
as a senator from 1968 to 1973, and has authored 


al congress against hazing be convened, to be 
participated in by UR Ateneo, the Philippine 
Military Academy, the National Police Academy 
and various institutions that have a history of 
hazing, as well as the churches, busines, par 
ents and youth organizations, etc. The idea is to 
prod them to forever cast hazing aside and in- 
stead channel the youth's energies to more con- 
structive nation-building activities, Lina of- 
fered the Manila Hotel, which he heads, as 
venue for this congress. I hope the schools will 
pickuphis challenge. ^. 

‘Tale of two Georges: Last Sept. 11, friends and 
relatives of MacDonald's local big boss, George 
Yang, led by his wife Kristine and their children, 
held surprise birthday рагу for him at the Mani- 
1а Polo Club. Because of George's great love for 
lassical music, his friends, led by another affi- 
cionado, Mia Protacio, invited just about all the 
leading musical talents here, such as Rachel Gero- 
dias, Frankie Aseniero, the Cabahug brother-and- 
sister team, pianist Raul Sunico, the young singers 
of the Philippine Opera Company led by Karla Pa- 
tricia Gutierrez, and the talents of the off-Broad- 
way production "Something to Crow About.” With 
all that talent, Yang's celebration became an im- 
promptu concert that's hard to duplicate. 

‘Another George who debuted fast Sept. 13 was 
classical pop singer George Sison-Tagle, star of the 
concert produced by his mother, Beth Sison-Tagle 
of Newsmakers Inc, titled "Salute to George!” at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel bellroom, for the benefit 
of Alay sa Kawal (ASK) Foundation. ASK had as 
special guests the doctors of V Luna Hospital, led 
by its бершу CO Col. Elvira К. Pagtakhan, who 
have been treating soldiers wounded in combat. 
George clearly has a bright future ahead of him. 
Aside from the veteran performers such as Ivy Vi- 
olan and the cameo performers from the Cabinet, 
Angelo Reyes and Bayani Femando, Georges 
show enabled the public to discover a new all-male 
Singing group called Cinco Angelos, which will 
definitely make waves in the future. That concert 
reaffirmed what the world already knows: that we 
Pinoys exude music from our pores. 


rs 


and co-authored laws on education, manpower 
and youth development, family, housing, and the 
environment. 

Her involvement in education is not surprising, 
given that she belongs to the Benitez family which 
founded the Philippine Women's University, and 
where she now serves as chair of the board of 
trustees. 

But Senator Benitez's service goes well beyond 
our shores. In 1966, she was elected chairperson of 
the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women. Not only was Senator Benitez the first Fil- 
ipina to head the body it was also during her term 
that the first major policy statement on women, 
that became the seeds of the Convention for the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women, or CEDAW, was issued. 

Tn her political career, as well as n the years she 
spent as a representative of the country in various 
conferences and assemblies hosted by the United 
Nations, Senator Benitez has been a consistent and 
‘outspoken voice for the rights of women not just 
here but also around the world. Indeed, she calls 
her more than a decade's work in the UN as her 
"greatest contribution to the women's cause." 
SENATOR Santanina Rasul entered politics in 
1987, when she ran for senator, representing 
women and Muslims in the winning ticket ofthe. 
Aquino administration that included many 
"non-politicians" among the lineup. She served 
as senator for two terms, from 1987 to 1992, 
and then from 1992 to 1995. She authored eight. 
laws and served as chairperson of the commit 
tees on civil service and government recogni- 
tion, and on women and family relations. 

Born in Siasi, Sulu, she became an academic 
achiever early in life, obtaining a degree in po- 

tical science, cum laude, from the University of 

the Philippines. The senator has spent much of 
her life in government service, starting as a pub- 
lic school teacher in her native Sulu, but has also 
devoted much of her time to non-government 
work, specifically in the fields of adult literacy 
and of peace building, work which she contin- 
ues to pursue to this day. 


Saguisag’s projectile dysfunction 


CHINAS DONATION OF SOME $2 MILLION IN 
“non-lethal” military equipment to the Philippines 
last week does not only build confidence, in the 
words of Defense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro, be- 
tween the two countries. It also raises eyebrows. 

The donation, if I read the reports correctly, 
brings the total amount of Chinese military aid to 
about $4.5 million since 2004, the year the coun- 
tries signed their first agreement specifying "China's 
Provision of Military Aid Gratis to the Philippines.” 
(A second one was signed in October 2006.) Aside 
from showing an increase in the number of person- 
nel exchanges, the bilateral relationship may now 
be ready to move to the next stage in defense coop- 
eration: The Philippines is seriously considering 
buying eight “utility helicopters” from China. 

Does the country have much of a China card? An- 
drew Yang of Taiwan's Chinese Council of Ad- 
vanced Policy Studies, a recognized expert on Chi- 
na's Peoples Liberation Army, doesnt think so. 
"There's not much evidence in that regard," Yang 
said on a visit to Manila late last month. "T think it's 
too early to say that the Philippine government is 
using China to balance US influence." 

It may be, however, that he bases his admittedly 
off-the-cuff answers on a key assumption more im- 
portant to Taiwan than to the Philippines. "US com- 
mitment to maintaining is security umbrella [in the 
region] is still there," he said. 

It was, like a scuffle in a classroom, over al- 
most as soon as it started. But those who caught 
the one and only skirmish between opposing 
counsel during the abbreviated promulgation of 
the decisions in the Estrada trial last Wednesday 
must have felt that, like in many a classroom, ће 
class smart aleck managed to put one over the 
earnest plodder. 

After Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio 
stood up and wondered about the defense coun- 
sel being apparently “at a loss,” the Sandigan- 
bayan justices cut him short—but not before the 
quiclcwitted ex-Sen. Rene Saguisag cut him, pe- 
riod, "Till the very end we have to put up with 
snide remarks. There shouldn't be a sore win- 
nez" Raid Saguisag. 4 


And yet “snide” perfectly describes Saguisag's 
‘own uncalled-for remark. Sore winner, indeed. 


uation (at а time when word of mouth and 
mimeographed samizdat were often the only 
sources of reliable, not necessarily accurate infor- 
mation) helped awaken an entire generation. 

He tirelessly visited schools. I remember one vis- 
it, in particular, when he spoke in my school, in the 
old audio-visual room at the back of the auditorium. 
Ie was just ара maybe 10 salen ar the most 
He did not complain; indeed, he explained national 
issues with his usual panache and answered our 
questions with unusual patience. 

‘When he ran for senator in 1987, using a truly in- 
палае "adoptarsenaror” campaign, 1 was one of 
the millions of eager voters who “adopted” him. 


t pains me, therefore, to see him conduct him- 
self, in his premature old age, like a cantankerous 
blowhard claiming monopoly of the truth. 

I remember an old Ingunen editorial which 
took Saguisag to task for breathtaking bad faith, 
after he described the Supreme Court's decision 
to invite amici curiae to the hearing on Fernando 
Poe Jr's citizenship case as “suggesting prejudg- 
ment.” 

What did Saguisag say, exactly? "In the old 
days,” he had written in his newspaper column, 
“the Court's members were seen as the best and 
the brightest. No amici would be named for 


years. 
Unbelievable bad faith. "Instead of welcom- 
ing the participation of eminent lawyers, Saguish 


ag belittles the Court that was wise enough to in- 

ite them in the first place,” the editorial read. 
"But Saguisag's evident contempt for mere mor- 
Tio were ico weak eran uot 
to the Supreme Court ( say, himself) pre- 
vents him fom seeing the obvious. The use of 
friends of the court is not a fig leaf to cover judi- 
cial nakedness. Rather, itis a tree wide enough 
to give shade to the anxious.” 

But these days, spreading anxiety about the 
administration of justice and the rule of law it- 
self seems tobe, entirely Seguisag's legal philos- 
ophy. 

After he heard the news about last Friday's re- 
union of public and private, itors invol 
in the Estrada trial, he launched a weakly lit but 
mean-spirited projectile in their direction. 
“That’s premature ejaculation,” he thundered; 

Bad faith again. Why begrudge hardworking 
p epe ded 
Ty? Because, unlike someone we know, they are 
insincere of conviction and impure of heart. 

Last June, in a conversation with Inqumen editors 
and reporters, Chief Justice Reynato Puno fielded а 
‘question about the possible legal consequences of 
an Estrada acquittal. Wouldn't acquitting ex-Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada of the crime of plunder contra- 
dict the landmark Estrada v. Arroyo ruling (of which. 
ће was, coincidentally, the ponente)? Estrada v. Ar- 
royo started, famously, by noting that “the jugular 
issue involves the relationship berween the ruler 
and the ruled in a democracy Philippine style.” 

о, Puno answered directly in a pastor's modest 
but forthright tone: "We decided a constitutional is- 
sue [then]. This plunder case is a criminal case. So it 
all depends on the evidence” 

He did not speak about the possible political con- 

juences of an acquittal; in contrast, all the idle 
talk from politicians on both sides of the Edsa I! di- 
vide, about а “win-win” arrangement in the historic. 
plunder trial, proved to be just that: idle, specula- 
tive, politically motivated—and untethered to the 
facts of the case. 


Email: jneryG inquirer.com ifa. 


That big white house 


ІНАУЕ LIVED ONLY IN TWO HOUSES DURING MY ENTIRE 
life. The first house was where I lived for shorter period of 
time, but it was the more memorable of the two, My parents 

Solare reto place oan ey pet orci un 
my grandparents invited them to stay at thelr house. My 
mom's parents had it built during the 1970s for thelr family 
of eight, Theirs was quite a big family, but the house on 80 
Whitefield St. in 
White Plans, Que- 
zon City, served its 
purpose. 

How I came to 
consider my grand- 
parents house to be 
the better one, Ihave 
no clear idea. It was 
probably because of 
its rich exteriors. It 
had a vast backyard 
where my grand- ; 
mother tended her potted plants and a scenie view of the 
neighboring village, Acropolis, where you could see three- 
year old kids riding their bicycles with their yayas in tow, 
There was a terrace that overlooked the street and saw its 
many secrets—from teenagers riding their scooters, to tod- 
dlers discovering how to walk. 

Tt was a happy neighborhood where everyone knew your 
name and where you lived. I guess my knowledge of the ins 
and outs of the village came from the maids who constantly 
gossiped about the neighbor's new car or the driver across 
the street, and other things besides. They knew everything, 
and Imean everything. 

Му grandparents house had five bedrooms, six bathrooms, 
two living rooms, a kitchen with a walk-in pantry, and a small 
library which housed the family’s most prized possessions: 
medical and law books plus hard-bound editions of Nancy 
Drew and Hardy Boys. My love for books is nothing unusual: 
everyone in the family simply loves to read. 

But reading wasn't the only hobby I was engrossed with. 
Asa child, Iwas obsessed with cooking and baking. 1 grew up 
inside the kitchen because my grandmother was an excep- 
tional cook and she patiently tried to teach me the do's and 
don'ts of cooking. But she later decided to just pass on to me 
the family cookbook because all I ever seemed to learn was 
the art of breaking dishes. Cooking was not my thing, and it 
stillisn' 

We moved to a smaller home somewhere in E. Rodriguez 
Avenue after spending just a few years in White Plains, but 1 
kept going back to that house because 1 loved my grandpar: 
ents’ company When you're constantly spoiled by your 
grandparents, it's hard to say no to their invitations to drop 
by and visit. 

But happy circumstances don't last forever: At the age of 
63, my grandmother had a stroke. Half of her body was para 
lyzed and she was confined to a wheelchair. | was six áhd 
couldn't understand how that one incident could change ur 
lives. 

When my grandmother was still able, she cleaned һе 
house religiously and cooked for everyone in the family. She 
маз never too busy to play with me or to teach me how,to 
maneuver the floor polisher, which was a lot taller than i 
Confined to a wheelchair, my grandmother couldn't do alot 
those things anymore and it broke my heart to see her always 
in bed. My grandfather hired another cook and another maid 
to clean the house. They did the job, but they couldn't do Газ 
well as my grandmother. Something was missing, but 1 didn't 
know exactly what. б 

After some time, my grandfather rented out the White 
Plains house so he could use the money to pay for my grad- 
mother's expensive medical treatment. They moved in with 
us. [was really happy about them staying with us, but I never 
felt comfortable with the fact that strangers were calling'my 
White Plains haven their home. I was 12 and there were still 
strings attached. Itwas a messy divorce for me. 

‘My grandmother died 11 years after she had her stroke, 
She was a devout woman and I am sure she has joined her 
Creator. I'm sure there are big white houses in heaven—with 
many orchids to tend to and many floors to polish. There 
must be a huge kitchen there with two ovens and a walléin 
pantry. She cooks for everyone and maybe someday, she Vill 
be able to cook for me again too. My grandmother is homes 

Sometimes my parents allow me to pass by the housejin 
White Plains. The house is still big and white but somehow it 
doesn't feel like home anymore. To me, it looks like any other 
house with a big gate and huge windows and nothing mofe, 
because I know that if step inside the house, 1 wouldn't see 
the same furniture or the same familiar faces. White Plairiris 
different nov. It isn't home to me anymore. 

Thave only lived in two houses during my entire life. The. 
first house was the most memorable, though our stay there 
was short-lived. They say time is of the essence, but 1 guess. 
that if you come down to it, it doesn't matter how many years 
you have lived in a particular house to call it a home. You 
may refurnish the place, repair the broken windows, and 
paint the walls a pretty yellow, but it remains your home for 
itis there that you find the people you love. 

There will be other houses, better ones probably. But what. 
good is a house if itis empty and stripped of its memories. I 
would give anything to get my White Plains haven back, but. 
then I have my family with me: my mom and my dad, 
brother and my sister, my grandfather and my aunt, This is 
my family and wherever they live is home to me. 


Young BLoop 


Alessandra Pineda 

We want to know what the young 
are thinking about, What are thelr 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Alessandra Pineda, 17, is a Communications freshman.at 
the Ateneo De Manila University. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood inquir. 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in о; if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 
Writers’ fate 


“in this country, if you're a writer, you get stepped on, 
you get killed, you disappear... Really, the first ones at- 
tacked are the writers, the journalists, because they 
(the government) want to keep things hidden and they 
want to keep people silent, obedient.” 
~Multiawarded novelist Ninotchka Rosca, one of three visiting of 
fiers of Gabriela Network USA 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 
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Helping build the future 


by spreading optimism * 


ТАМ WRITING TO EXPRESS MY GRATI- 
tude for the story "Model cites’ secrets of 
good governance," (Ingumer, 9/2/07) In- 
deed, it was very kind of the Inquire to 
highlight the positive experiences of the 
cities of Marikina, San Fernando and Tag- 
bilaran, 

‘Among other problems the country is 
facing, cynicism and fatalism should 
rank high, I have always believed that 
more than Just the economic and politi- 
cal crises, it is the people's lack of resolve 
to commit to long-term solutions and 
their inherent suspicions about govern- 
ment that are working against us, 

‘When people themselves refuse to bet- 
ter thelr own lot or, worse yet, refuse to 
trust their government to do it for them, 
there is no doubt that the window of op- 
portunity ів too small for comfort. Any- 
one who doubts this only has to look at 
the long lines at lotto betting stations 
and at the US Embassy. 

Unfortunately for us, we cannot rise 
above our present difficulties unless we 
overcome both biases, What happened in. 
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[salute the отл for doing its share 
to highlight the positive events taking 
place in our society and for giving our 
people enough reason to believe In them- 
Selves and enough motivation to push 
forward. People need all the encourage- 
ment that they can get. 

"The efforts of the Institute for Soli- 
dariy in Asa to draw out the best from 
participating cites are doing wonders 
for us. At the end of the day, we our- 
selves will determine rhe fate of our na- 
tion. We still have a long way to go in 
Tagbilaran, but itis a lot different when 
people are more optimistic about the fu- 
fure, 

—DAN NERI LIM, 
mayor, Tagbilaran 


Insensitive GMA's nation of street sweepers 


"GMA ON DROPOUTS: LET THEM 
sweep streets.” (Ingumen, 8/22/07) 

President Macapagal-Arroyo was refer- 
ring to the nearly 6 million out-of-school, 
youth, plus the undetermined number of 
illiterate adults, who could benefit from a 
proposed alternative education mod- 
ule—eEskuela—for school dropouts and 
illterates willing/able to learn using the 
World Wide Web. 

As pointed ош, GMA's suggestion is at 
least more realistic than Marie An- 
toinette's famous one-liner: "Let them eat 
caket” But its just as cnlloused, insensitive 
and arrogant, 

The French queen went to the guillo- 
tine, GMA, sadly, will be with us for anoth- 
er three excruciating years, to the bitter re- 
gret of those among us who cheered when 
she assumed office and prayed for her pro- 
tection when the Erap hordes marched up- 
on Malacafiang In May 2001, 

God forbid that her political allies 
should succeed in extending her stay in 
Malaeaiiang by means fair or foul, 

Ts it not enough that we have the world's 
largest contingent of overseas workers, 
doctors-turned-nurses and professionals 
practicing their trade, craft, profession 
oytside the country, without whose gener- 
ous dollar remittances, our country would 

„have even more candidates for camineros? 
"Must we also condemn our school 
dropouts and [iterate adults to a life with. 
litle ог no prospect for anything better 
than permanent servitude or destitution? 

Where is the 7.5-pereent second-quar- 
ter growth (Inquirer, 8/31/07) that sup- 
posedly has outstripped the performances 


of our progressive neighbors (e.g, Hong 
Kong, Malaysia and Indonesia) and sent 
ош country trailing just behind star per- 
formers like Singapore and China, whose 
annual growth rates are 8.6 percent and 
119 percent, respectively? Couldn't this 
impressive claim translate into actual em- 
ployment and better education for our 
children? 

The news story also reported that for- 
mer Education Secretary Florencio Abad 
admitted that the country's learning prob- 
Jems extend beyond the schoolroom and 
poor quality education—Á0 the abject 
poverty of parents who are compelled to 
send thelr children to school on empty 
stomachs, 

More bad news for the proposed 
eEskuela, after Ramon Sales was eased out 
as head of the Commission on Informa- 
tion, Communications and Technology re- 
portedly “for speaking out." And the cyber- 
education program that would benefit far- 
flung barangays is now in danger of being 
scuttled because of yet another govern- 
ment scandal brokered (again!) by Com- 
lec Chairman Benjamin Abalos, n deal 
that calls to mind Comelee's failed com- 
puterization program, 

Por decades now, we have been regard- 
ей ns a nation of maids—and not without 
basis. The word Filipina was once defined 
ina dictionary to mean “housemaid,” 

A nation of street sweepers? Just as 
well, perhaps, We certainly have a lot of 
rubbish to sweep out, 

BLANCHE D. GALLARDO, 
258 Calatagan, Ayala Alabang Vill., 
Muntinlupa City 


A national language, but only in principle 


“WHEN CONGRESSMAN LOPEZ SPOKE 
ar the Batnsan, did he speak in Filipino, 
Pilipino or Tagalog?" I am referring to Fr, 
ssoaquin Bernas’ Aug. 20 column, 

In my opinion, whatever language he 
used, it doesn't really matter, 1 would dare 
say that Pilipino or Pilipino is the Philip- 
pines national language only in principle. 

Л ат from the Mountain Province, and 
there was a time when I had to stay in 
Surigao del Sur for a month, Very few 
people there could speak Tagalog or Pil- 
ipino or Pilipino, and I couldn't speak any 


of the "Mindanaoan" languages. The 
parish priest and I ended up speaking Ёл- 
glish to each other. There was an old 
World War Il veteran who spoke good En- 
glish and he was the only villager whom I 
could speak to, 

T think we'd berer return English as а 
medium of instruction in the classroom to 
prepare would-be oversens Filipino workers. 
Nowadays, our OFWs are nor just domestic 
helpers; they are also teachers of English, 

—TASHA POSCHOR, 
tposchoryahoo.com 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007 


ANOTHER DEMOLITION: MMDA operatives dismantle shanties built atop a creek on Sen, Gil Puyat Ave, in Makati City. 


Demolitions making it worse for many mired in urban poverty 


WE WISH TO INFORM PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo that we, the urban 
poor, have no reason to be happy over her 
announcement of a 7.5-percent growth in 
the economy. 

Instead of finding relief under her presi- 
dency, we experience hardship, aggravated 
by the ruthless demolition of our houses, 
which has displaced tens of thousands of 
urban poor families, The demolition cam 
paign is being done with haste in the nam 
of the government's "Urban Modernization 
Plan." Ie violates existing laws, specifically 
the Urban Housing Development Act, 
which provides at least for adequate consul- 


Process on electricity 
rate increases open 
and transparent 


TWAS SADDENED WHEN 1 READ THE 
letter “Wanted transparent, reasonable 
power fees.” (молая, 9/10/07) There 
seems to be a lot of people misinformed 
about our power industry, one of the most 
important industries in the country. 

‘The AGRA (automatic generation rate 
adjustment mechanism) means that any 
Increase in the power rates of the National 
Power Corp. (as authorized by the Energy 
Regulatory Commission or ERC) can be 
“automatically” included in Meralco's bill 
to its customers, Why? The ERC believes 
that Meralco does not need to ask permis- 
sion from the ERC to collect any increase 
thar the ERC has allowed the Napocor., 

If there is no AGRA, Meralco has to 
have ERC's permission before they can 
collect the increase, This means the July 
2007 increase will happen over and over 
gain, ns any Napocor increase will cer- 
tainly be collected by Meralco before the 
day is done. 

Also, Meralco has to petition ERC be- 
fore It can increase its own rates. This 
means that the Electric Power Industry 
Reform Act is working—Napocor and 
Meralco have to petition ERC for any in 
crease in their rates. That is as transpar- 
ent as one can get. Reasonable? I's your 
opinion, Transparent? Most certainly. 

—ROBBIETAN, 
robble2003tan@yahoo.com 
Barangay San Jose, Antipolo City 


Presidencies and piracies 


tation and compensation equivalent to a to- 
tal of 60 days ofthe current minimum wage 
rate for each affected family. 

Whatever relocation programs the gov- 
ernment presents is only for show, be- 
cause only about 10 percent of the affect- 
ed families are eventually accommodated 
in relocation areas, Livelihood opportuni- 
ties in these areas are also scant, thus only 
worsening the problem of hunger and 
poverty for many relocated families. 

The government has also made a 
seapegoat out of the urban poor, We are 
blamed when floods occur, we are blamed 
for the garbage crisis, we are blamed for 


many other problems plaguing our cities 
we are blamed even for being poor, 1 
deed, the government has made it a habit 
to heap the blame on us—instead of tak- 
ing responsibility for these Issues—in or- 
der to justify its demolition campaign. 
"The Arroyo administration is driving 
thousands of poor Filipino families into 
the streets, Under her presidency, we can 
only expect the problems of homeles 
ness, hunger and poverty to worsen. 
—CARMEN "KA MAMENG" DEUNIDA, 
chair, 
Kalipunan ng Damayang Mahihirap 
(Kadamay) 


‘Second Japanese invasion’ in the works 


THE JAPAN-PHILIPPINES ECONOMIC 
Partnership Agreement (JPEPA) will pave 
the way for the "second Japanese inva- 
sion,” albeit without the brutal force of 
arms that characterized the first one in 
World War 11. 

-JPEPA even pre-arranges the rotal sur- 
render, by the modern-day “Makapil 
the Arroyo administration, of the country's 
sovereignty to Japan, 

JPEPA gives maximum freedom to 
Japanese investments. Under JPEPA, the 
Philippine government is committed to re- 
duce and eliminate tariff on more than 
1,000 product lines such as live animals 
and fish, fresh fruits and vegetables and 
processed and semi-processed agricultural 
products. Japan can invest in almost all ar- 
eas of our economy, exploit our resources 
and labor and repatriate profit. 

But the Philippines cannot use such 
tools as tariffs and import restrictions 
and cannot require Japanese investors 
то contribute to the country’s research 
and development, use local materials 
and transfer technology. The Philip- 
pines cannot give preferential treat- 


ment to Filipino entrepreneurs. 

Under JPEPA, Japanese Investors will 
enjoy the same rights and privileges as Fil- 
ipino investors, 

Worse, the Philippine government can- 
not enact new measures to regulate busi- 
ness or to craft new policies necessary for 
our national development, if these are in- 
compatible with JPEPA, without the con: 
sent of Japan, The treaty also obliges the 
country to amend or repeal its existing 
laws to harmonize with ЈРЕРА, 

Farmers fear that JPEPAs thrust to in- 
crease local production for export will 
threaten the country’s food security and 
independence, and aggravate the land 
problem due to the expansion of Japanese 
commercial farms. 

‘The senators must uphold our national 
sovereignty and reject the JPEPA, The Pil- 
ipino people mus be vigilant and resist rhe 
second Japanese invasion by whipping up 
widespread public opposition to this 
agreement, 

ALICE RAYMUNDO, secretariat, 
Task Force Food Sovereignty (TFPS), 
87 Malakas St, Pinyahan, Quezon City 
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Depo Provera not on Pfizer's list 


IN HIS SEPT, 5 COLUMN "EVAN- 
gelical Catholics," Michael Tan cit- 


Pfizer's support for Gawad Kalin- 
ва (GK) is through Gawad 


THE VERDICT 18 OUT: JOSEPH ESTRADA. 


l; is guilty of plunder! 


The mixed reactions are understandable, 
given the prominence of the accused and the 
yawning political divide the plunder case has 


COMMENTARY 


Jigger S. Latoza 


created since Joseph Estrada's ouster in “John J, Carroll Institute on Church and Social Issues 


2001, Everyone has a right to react to the de- 
cision based on one's personal convictions 
and affiliations. Still, others have an equal 
right to react to those reactions, Ler these be 
expressed openly. 

‘Leaving the legal options to lawyers, what 
is worth pondering at this time is ће sublimi- 
nal message conveyed by the said Sandigan- 
bayan verdict to civilized society, or to poli- 
ties where the rule of law, and not of men, is 
an established norm. 

‘The verdict on Estrada is undoubtedly a 
verdict on our justice system as well. By ren- 
dering the guilty verdict despite velled 
threats of а consequential social unrest ог 
even violent protests from die-hard Erap 
fans, the Sandiganbayan justices effectively 
and clearly conveyed a message to public of- 
ficials, more particularly to those on the 
totem poles of political power, thar in this 
country Justice is, indeed, blindfolded, Jus- 
tice doesn’t see nor hear nor feel political 
power and is, therefore, not daunted by it 

Through its decision, the Sandiganbayan 
has stressed that no one—nor even the high- 
est official of the land—is above the law. The 
relevant laws contemplated in this case are 
perhaps best captured in these words promi- 
nently displayed on the main menu page of 
the Sandiganbayan website: "Public office is 
а public trust, Public officers and employees 
must at all rimes be accountable to the peo- 
ple, serve them with utmost responsibility, 
integrity, loyalty and efficiency, act with pa- 


triotism and justice and lead modest lives.” 

‘The strong message implied in the deci- 
sion is likewise sent to the corridors of pow- 
er in Malacafiang Palace for its current occu- 
pant and her family to reckon with. That 
same message also goes to what-used-to-be- 
‘august halls of both houses of Congress, for 
the "witch hunters" and "whistle-blowers" 
in the Upper House and the "tongressmen" 
in the Lower House to heed. That same mes- 
sage should echo in the courts, for 
scalawags therein to think over. That same 
message should reverberate in all public of- 
fices, from national government agencies 
and constitutional bodies to provincial capi- 
tols, down to city, municipal and barangay 
halls, Yes, chat same message should send 
shivers down the spines of those involved in 
the fishy National Broadband Network 
deal, 

Now, for the first time, Filipinos can hold 
their heads high before the Japanese and the 
South Koreans and tell them that in this 
country, too, there isa high sense of honor in 
public service. That sense of honor, that un- 
equivocal standard of right and wrong, tran- 
scends politics, Now, for the first time, Pil- 
ipinos can proudly proclaim that in this coun- 
пуз drive toward transparency, honesty and 
accountability in public service, we don't 
catch the small fish only; we get to catch the 
biggest ones, as well. 

Had Estrada been acquitted despite the 


overwhelming evidence against him, the 
subliminal message would have been that in 
this country we confuse presidencies with 
robberies, Had Estrada been freed, we would 
have demonstrated to the world the inability 
of our justice system to draw the line be- 
tween the roles of a president and the roles of 
а pirate, For, as Saint Augustine said, it is jus 
tice that distinguishes a kingdom from a 
band of robbers, an emperor from a pirate. In 
our context, to paraphrase Augustine, we can 
say that it is justice that distinguishes a presi- 
dency from a piracy, a president from pirate. 

In this regard, what the saint and sage 
wrote in his City of God merits re-reading 
and pondering: 

"Justice being taken away, then, what are 
kingdoms but great robberies? For what are 
robberies themselves, but little kingdoms? 
The band itself is made up of men; itis ruled 
by the authority of a prince, itis knit togeth- 
er by the pact of the confederacy; the booty 
is divided by the law agreed on. if, by the ad- 
mittance of abandoned men, this evil in- 
creases to such a degree that it holds places, 
fixes abodes, takes possession of cities, and 
subdues peoples, it assumes the more plain- 
ly the name of a kingdom, because the reali- 
ty is now manifestly conferred on it, not by 
the removal of covetousness, but by the ad- 
dition of impunity. Indeed, that was an apt 
and true reply which was given to Alexan- 
der the Great by a pirate who had been 
seized. For when that king had asked the 
man what he meant by keeping hostile pos- 
session of the sea, he answered with bold 
pride, "What you mean by seizing the whole. 
earth; but because I do it with a petty ship, I 
am called a robber, while you who does it 
with a great fleet ai» styled emperor” 
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ей Pfizer as the producer of rhe in- 
jectable contraceptive, Depo 
Provera, We would like to clarify 
that Pfizer does not manufacture 
or sell this produet. Pfizer deleted 
Depo Provera from its roster of 
medicines when it acquired Phar- 
macia in 2003, the original manu- 
facturer of Depo Provera, 

We also wish to inform Tan that 


Kalusugan, а ОК and Pfizer Foun- 

dation (PPPI) community health 

program that empowers GK resi- 

dents to be capable health-care 
workers in their own community 

—NMILLETTE ASUNCION-ARNEDO, 

publie affairs and legal director, 

Pfizer Ine, 

23/F Ayala Life-FGU Center, 

6811 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 


Cruz misunderstands Joker’s stance 
on Senate probe into the Garci tapes 


NEAL CRUZ ENGAGES IN OBS- 
curantism by pratingly distor 
Sen, Joker Arroyo's remarks that 
“we cannot at this late stage in our 
profession be accused of being ig- 
norant of the law not only as legis- 
lators but as lawyers" as “trying to 
prevent the reinvestigation of the 
Garci scandal.” ^ (Inqunex, 
8/31/07) 

The Garci tapes scandal is 
worn-out slippers, It has been in- 
vestigated (1) by Sen, Rodolfo Bi- 
azon's defense committee, which 
did not bring it to closure; (2) by 
five House committees on the 
tiative of then-Rep. Prancis Bs- 
cudero, which closed it with à fi 
nal committee report; and (3) in 
the failed impeachment bid 
against Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo. Yet, no member of the Sen- 
ate has opposed the investiga- 
Чоп. Senator Arroyo pointedly 
said that the Senate's oversight 


power to investigate cannot be 
stulutied by Executive Order 464 


which he successfully challenged. 
in the Supreme Court on behalf of 
the Senate. 

What divides the Senate is 
whether the illegally taped Garci 
tapes can be used In light of Sec, 3 
of the Bill of Rights, Republic Act 
4200 and, lately, the anti-terror- 
ism bill, all of which forbid its 
use 

‘These distinctions cannot be 
lost on Cruz because he has ex- 
haustively written about the Gar- 
ci tapes in his columns and heard 
much of it in the Kapihan sa 
Maynila which he hosts, 

It is lamentable that Cruz, at 
this-late stage of his writing ca- 
reer would, paraphrasing Sena- 
tor Arroyo, open himself to accu- 
sations of journalistic doubles- 
peak. 

LINDA SANTOS, 

52J. Lansang St, 

North Susana Executive Vill, 
Diliman, 

Quezgn city 
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Exec’s P4-M house raises eyebrows 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE DIRECTOR OF 
the Department of Budget and Management in 
Central Luzon has built a house worth P4 million 
here although she receives only P26,000 monthly 
from the government, a check by the INQUIRER 
showed following reports from some employees 
in the agency. 

‘The two-story house of DBM re- 
gional director Ева Salon sits on a 
297-square meter lot on the third 
Street of the upscale subdivision 
Suburbia in Barangay Maimpis 
here, according to Transfer Certifi- 
cate of Title (TCT) 615422-R titled 
in her name on March 27, 2006. 

The land has a market value 
of P715,236.25, according to a 
tax declaration of real property 
as of Aug. 16, 2007. 


Salon reported ownership of 
that land in her Statement of 
Assets, Liabilities and Net 
Worth (SALN) for 2006. 

A ledger of bills showed that 
electricity consumption in Sa- 
lon's house started in May this 
year. Salon has lived in it for 
three weeks now after the 
house's blessing іп August. 

In an interview on Monday, 
Salon did not deny ownership 


of the house but said the con- 
struction cost did not reach P4 
million, the amount estimated 
by an architect and an engineer. 
who checked the house. 

A DBM source said Salon 
pooled the amount from the 
money given her by contractors 
of the Department of Public 
Works and Highways. Salon, 
however, denied this. 

She also denied allegations 
that she has unexplained 
wealth, saying she spent only 
P1.8 million to build the house. 

She said she borrowed the 
money from a friend as she await- 
ed the release of her PL&million 
loan from the Home Development 
Mutual Fund (Pag-Ibig fund). 

The TCT showed an entry of 
mortgage, dated July 5, 2007, 


for a P1.2-million loan from 
HDME It has not been released 
up to this time, Salon said. 

She identified the lender but 
asked that his name not be 
mentioned in the report. 

As for the land, she said this 
was sold to her by an HDMF em- 
ployee who migrated to New 
Zealand. From two personal 
loans worth P120,000 and 
350,000, she said she paid a 
total of P470,000 for the land. 

Salon said she would pay the 
P1.8-million loan at P15,000 
monthly for 15 years. The loan 
comes with an 11.5-percent an- 
nual interest rate. 

She said she could pay the 
loan because as a government 
employee with the rank of “Di- 
rector IV" she gets at least 


ap: 


Fas 


SUBANON GREETING 
A contingent of Subanon tribe dancers greets President Macapagal-Arroyo on her arrival Monday at the Provincial Government 
‘Complex in Dao, Pagadian City, Zamboanga del Sur, where she addressed the province's 55th anniversary celebration. 


DWN ACASIAS 


Comelec: Priesthood not obstacle in polls 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— 
The Commission on Elections’ 
second division has dismissed 
the petition of lawyer Ely Pama- 
tong to remove Pampanga Gov. 
Eddie Panlilio on the basis of his 
being a priest. 

^^ careful examination of 
[Comelec Resolution No. 7800] 
revenls that there is no provi- 
sion expressly and specifically 
prohibiting or disqualifying 
candidates for governor simply 
because they are priests by pro- 
fession,” part of the eight-page 
resolution, dated Sept. 5, rea 

“Considering that the privi 
lege of holding an office is a 
valuable one, laws prescribing 
qualifications and disqualifica- 
tions for office [are] liberally 
construed in favor of eligibility" 
itsaid, 


The resolution was penned 
by Commissioner Florentino 
Tuason Jr, who in July gave due 
course to the petition of defeat- 
ed gubernatorial candidate Lilia 
Pineda to have the votes re- 
counted in Pampanga. 

Commissioners Rene 
Sarmiento and Nicodemo Fer- 
rer concurred. 

“It is only those who do not 
possess the required qualifica- 
tions or those who are by law 
disqualified are ineligible for 
public office,” the resolution 
said. 

It said a candidate's priest- 
hood was not an impediment to 
run for an elective post. 

Panlilio, 53, ran in the May 
14 elections on the clamor of 
Kapampangan voters who did 
not want their choices limited 


to Pineda, wife of suspected 
Jueteng lord Rodolfo "Bong" 
Pineda, and reelectionist Mark 
Lapid, son of Sen. Manuel "Lito" 
Lapid. 

Panlilio has been a priest for 
25 years, serving parishes and 
leading the Social Action Center 
of Pampanga before he took a 
leave from his priestly ministry. 

But Pamatong, who ran in the 
2004 presidential election and 
who garnered only more than 
600 votes in the Pampanga gu- 
bernatorial race this year, said 
Panlilio violated the Constitu- 
tion and the Roman Catholic 
Church's Canon Law when he 
ranas governor. 

The Comelecs second divi- 
sion said the Constitution, the 
‘Local Government Code of 1991 
and Comelec Resolution No. 


7800 set no grounds to ban 
priests for elective posts. Candi- 
dates must be Filipino citizens, 
of legal age, a resident of the 
place where they are seeking of- 
fice and not convicted of crimes. 

Panlilio said he was “thank- 
ful” that the Comelec's second 
division exercised objectivity in 
ruling on Pamatong's petition 
and hope that the same would 
be done by the Comelec en banc. 
on his motion for reconsidera- 
tion to junk Pineda’s recount 
bid. 

Panlilio said he or his sup- 
porters did not cheat ín the elec- 
tion, adding that his 10,000 
votes lead had been shaven by 
poll irregularities. 

He won by a margin of 1,147 
votes against Pineda. Tonette 
Огејаѕ, Inquirer Central Luzon 


Health funds elude LGUs, says gov 


DAVAO CITY—LOCAL GOVERN- 
ment units have remained inef- 
fective in providing efficient 
health services to their con- 
stituents, 16 years after health 
services were devolved to them 
from the national government. 

Sarangani Gov, Miguel 
Dominguez said the lack of 
funds among LGUs was the 
main factor why local govern- 
ment-run healthcare facilities 
are not well-maintained. 

He said Sarangani has an an- 
nual budget of 10 percent for 
health but the amount has re- 
mained deficient. 

He said there is also the 
perennial lack of healthcare 
personnel, 

In his province for example, 
Dominguez said that there is only 


one government doctor on duty. 

“Nurses are regularly resigning 
їп favor of jobs abroad and find- 
ing replacements have proved to 
be more difficult," be said. 

‘But Dominguez said they try 
hard to find ways to deliver ba- 
sicservices to the people. 

These include partnering 
with the private sector, such as 
the Philippine Business for So- 
cial Progress (PBSP). 

“Iris important to identify the 
support we need in investing in 
grassroots healthcare," he said. 

In Paglat, Maguindanao, May- 
or Abdulkarim Langkuno said 
they tapped communities to help 
the local government in its effort 
to deliver basic health services. 

Langkuno cited an example 
when residents pooled their re- 


^ ^ 


sources together so that the con- 
struction of the municipal health 
center and barangay health cen- 
ters could be finished. 

Cagayan de Oro City, the 
Philippine Health Insurance 
Corp. has embarked on a pro- 
ject that aims to prevent chil- 
dren from contacting diseases. 

Dubbed “the Essential Health 
Care Package for Filipino Chil- 
dren,” PhilHealth recently dis- 
tributed toothbrush, toothpaste, 
soap and the de-worming pills to 
children in Misamis Oriental. 

Walter Bacareza, PhilHealth 
field operations chief in North- 
егп Mindanao, said toothbrush 
and toothpaste are very basic 
but these are important in start- 
ing a bealthy life. 

“We hope to see children 


* 


freed from diseases that have 
been hampering their educa- 
tional growth for years now,” 
Bacareza said. 

Dr Bella Monse, a German 
dentist, who serves as consultant 
of the Department of Education 
Cagayan de Oro Division, told the 
INQUIRER that tooth decay remains 
опе of the primary reasons for ab- 
senteeism among pupils. 

"Well, there are other diseases 
that are alarming like dengue, 
meningococcemia but these com- 
prised less than one percent of the 
diseases that hound public school 
children which is linked to poor 
health habits including tooth de- 
cay parasites in the intestines and 
even malnutrition,” Monse said. 

Rizalene Acac and Grace Al- 
basin, Inquirer Mindanao 


P26,000 in salary, P12,000 in 
representation and transporta- 
tion allowance, P8,000 in dis- 
cretionary fund and P5,000 for 
procurement monthly. 

She has remained single and 
does not support any children, 
she said. 

Salon, 50, a native of Sta. 
Barbara, Pangasinan, has 
worked for the DBM for 28 
years. Most of her assignments 
have been in Central Luzon 
provinces since 1987. 

“It’s my retirement house. Wala 
akong ibang naipundar (1 do not 
have any property). Rather than 
rent, Г like to own one,” she said. 

But her SALN showed that 
the Suburbia property was one 
of three pieces of real property 
she has acquired for a total of 


P1.522 million since 2001. 

She also owns a house and lot at 
the Villa Julita in San Fernando 
and residential lot in Bacolor town. 

In the Villa Julita property, Sa- 
lon said her brothers have as- 
sumed payments for the P250,000 
loan she obtained in 2000 from 
the Social Security System, paying 
P1,593 monthly. She said she had 
planned to demolish that house 
because it was termite-infested 
and build a new house on it. 

But she said was discouraged 
from proceeding with the plan 
because it was more costly to до 
that. This, she said, was how the 
Suburbia house came about. 

Her SALN also showed she still 
has other loans worth at least 
P1.158 million. Tonette Orejas, 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


RoUNDUP 
Dengue plagues Cebu 


CEBU CITY— Health officials in Cebu City are doubling their effort to 
fight dengue after nine children died of the mosquito-borne disease 
over the last three weeks. 

Cebu City has already recorded 20 dengue-related deaths with 940 
cases from January to the second week of September this year. 

The figure was 45 percent higher compared to last year's figure of 
550 cases with 15 deaths, according to Cebu City's coordinator on 
dengue control, Dr. Raymond Ogan. 

Ogan said that the dengue situation in two of the city's urban 
barangays—Bulacao and Pardo—has reached outbreak level because 
of seven deaths in the early part of September. 

Jhunnex Napallacan, Inquirer Visayas 


1 l-yr-old kills 2-yr-old 

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—An 11-year-old boy is now in social welfare 
custody after he admitted strangling to death a 2-year-old child in 
Barangay Buenavista, police said Monday. 

Supt. David Martinez, city police chief, sald the child offender gave him- 
self up to officials їп the barangay after the victim's body was found floating 
ina river on Friday, three days after, he said, he strangled the victim. 

Barangay Buenavista is approximately 70 km north of the Puerto 
Princesa town center. 

Police and social welfare officials withheld the identities of both the 
confessed killer and the victim. 

Redempto Anda, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Highway repair nears completion 
LEGAZPI CITY—The reconstruction of the Andaya Highway is now 88- 
percent complete and is expected to be fully completed by the end ої 
October this year, the Department of Public Works and Highways sald. 
Orlando Roces, regional director of DPWH in Bicol, said the highway 
had been damaged by the passage of overloaded trucks and the unstable 
foundation of the pavement due to the clayish nature of the soil in the area. 
Roces added that the DPWH had temporarily patched potholes in the 
main road linking the Bicol region to Metro Manila to assure tourists 
visiting the Pefiafrancia Festivities of a smooth ride even if the P500- 
million reconstruction of the highway has not yet been completed. 
Ephraim Aguilar, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


GMA no-show a frustration 
TORRIJOS, Marinduque—Thousands of Marinduquefios were disap- 
pointed when President Macapagal-Arroyo did not show up for the 
107th anniversary celebration of the Battle of Pulang Lupa here where 
Filipino soldiers made a gallant stand during the Filipino-American War. 

Expecting GMA's presence, thousands of residents of this province, 
local officials, public and private employees and students, braved the 
searing heat and the 7-km uphill trek going to the Pulang Lupa Shrine. 

‘Worse, the participants had to traverse the muddy road leading to the 
shrine, as it ralned the previous night. 

Ms Arroyo was supposed to deliver a keynote address for the event 
but she falled to send a representative In her place. 

Gerald Gene R. Querubin, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Capiz tourism draw: Seafood 
ROXAS CITY—A Capiz provincial board member wants to capitalize on 
the province's abundant seafood as a come-on for tourists. 

Provincial Board Member Alfonso Bediones Jr. appealed to hotels, 
resorts, restaurants and utility vehicle operators to improve thelr facili- 
ties and services to make Capiz more attractive to tourists. 

Bediones noted that the tourism receipts of Capiz reached P592 mil- 
Поп in 2006. 

He said the province should maximize its strength as the country's 
‘seafood capital. 

Felipe Celino, Inquirer Visayas 
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HOUSING INSPECTION PHOTOFROMNHA 
Vice President Noli de Castro, also housing czar, visits the 
Northville 4 Socialized Housing Project in Marilao, Bulacan with 
Federico Laxa (left), general manager of the National Housing 
‘Authority, De Castro was clear on one message to 
settlers—there would be no relocation sites without schools. 
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Power plant 
pays P160M 
in taxes 
after talks 


LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN— 
The provincial government has 
finally collected P160.84 mil- 
lion in real property taxes from 
the Sual coal-fired power plant 
in Sual town. 

“Тһе amount covers the pow- 
er plant's unpaid tax obligation 
last year, its full payment this 
year and the penalties," said 
Rafael Baraan, provincial ad- 
ministrator. 

Gov. Amado Espino Jr. re- 
ceived the check from Federico 
Puno, president of the Team En- 
ergy Corp., the new owner of 
the power plant. 

Team Energy Corp., a consor- 
tium of the Tokyo Electric and 
Power Co. and Marubeni Corp., 
had bought Mirant Corp.'s in- 
terests in major power assets in 
Luzon in June. 


Pay on time 

Espino and Puno also signed 
a memorandum of agreement 
requiring Team Energy Corp. to 
make updated payments of its 
real property tax obligation to 
the province, “while any subse- 
quent delinquency would incur 
penalty and charges.” 

"t hope this would be the last 
time that we will sit on the ne- 
gotiating table and I expect that 
there will be no more signing of 
MOA next year,” Espino said. 

“What is due the province 
should be paid on time,” he said. 

‘The tax payment consisted of 
P142,650,232 as the plant's tax 
liability and P18,187,904.58 as 
accrued interest, penalties and 
related charges. 

Ramon Crisostomo, provin- 
cial treasurer, said the real 
property tax was computed 
based on the 10 percent assess- 
ment level as provided under 
the provincial tax ordinance. 


Allocations 

He said P80.42 million or half 
of the total payment will go to 
the Special Education Fund 
(SEF) and will be shared equal- 
ly by the province and the mu- 
nicipal government of Sual. 

The other half, he said, will be 
shared by the province, which 
will get P28,146,673.90 (35 per- 
cent); Sual town, 32,167,627 
(40 percent); and the host baran- 
gay, P20,104,767 (25 percent). 

‘The SEF share of the province 
will go to the provincial school 
board for the construction and 
repair of school buildings, pur- 
chase of books, chairs and other 
related supplies and projects. 

The 35 percent share of the 
province will go to the provin- 
cial government's general fund. 

Aside from the taxes on its ma- 
chineries and equipment, the Su- 
al power plant will also pay a P2- 
million land tex annually 
Gabriel Cardifioza and Yolanda. 
Sotelo-Fuertes, Inquirer North- 
ern Luzon 


CAR DEALERS’ APPEAL 


GMA told: You can stop Cebu smuggling 


CEBU CITY—THE APPEAL TO 
stop rampant car smuggling in 
Cebu has been directed at Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo follow- 
ing similar appeals made to 
Congress. 

Councilor Jack Jakosalem, 
chair of the Cebu City council's 
committee on transportation, 
said it was within the power of 
the President to stop the smug- 
gling. 


Losses 

Car dealers said they were in- 
curring huge losses as a result of 
the smuggling. 

They said data on the number 
of cars sold and registered point 
to one fact—that smuggling has 
become rampant. 

Last year alone, car dealers 
said the Land Transportation 
Office in Cebu registered 
25,000 more cars than what 
were sold through legitimate 


Cordillera 
execs battle 
to preserve 
autonomy 


BAGUIO CITY—CORDILLERA 
officials want to know the pub- 
lic pulse on Cordillera autono- 
my to help stave off the region's 
“political disintegration.” 

The Regional Development 
Council on Thursday said the 
Cordillerz's political integrity has 
been threatened by the Philip- 
pine National Police when it re- 
verted last week the administra- 
tion of the Kalinga and Apayao 
police force to the Police Region- 
al Office in Cagayan Valley. 

Kalinga and Apayao used to 
belong to Region 2, before Mala- 
cahang enforced а 1987 peace 
agreement with slain rebel priest 
Conrado Balweg that forged a 
Cordillera administrative region. 


Revived autonomy 

Benguet, Ifugao, МЕ. 
Province and Abra, which used 
to belong to Region 1, now com- 
pose the Cordillera Administra- 
tive Region, alongside the two 
interior provinces. 

Juan Ngalob, Cordillera director 
of the National Economic and Ре- 
velopment Authority (Neda) and 
acting RDC chair, said the survey, 
currently being hammered out for 
bidding before the end of Septem- 
ber, is the first stage in a revived 
autonomy movement. 

He said Cordillera leaders 
agreed to pursue autonomy be- 
fore the campaign is overtaken 
by political events such as "fed- 
eralism," or by “administrative 
fragmentation,” which is how 
they described the Kalinga and 
Apayao police reorganization. 

Director General Oscar 


channels in the entire Central 
Visayas region. 
The smuggled cars, espe 

ly those classified as luxury 
were sold at half, or just a frac- 
tion, of what they would have 
cost if they had been sold 
through legitimate channels, 
the car dealers said. 


Discrepancies 

Jakosalem said he would 
urge the city council to pass a 
resolution appealing to Ms Ar- 
Toyo and Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves to exert serious 
efforts in putting a stop to 
smuggling, especially of used 
vehicles. 

He said he would furnish the 
President and Teves with copies 
of the letter of the Cebu Auto 
Dealers Association (Cada) 
pointing out the discrepancy 
between the number of cars 
that were registered by the LTO 
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^ Army to bring plan 


to counter NPA prop 
to elementary pupils 


CITY OF MATI, DAVAO ORIEN- 
tal—The military said it was keen 
on bringing its anticommunist 
campaign to elementary schools 
here because the rebels have also 
started recruiting children. 

“We really have to save the 
precious lives of these innocent 
children, who are now the target 
of recruitment of the New Peo- 
ples Army (NPA)," said Ist Lt. 
Michael Yuson of the Philippine 
Army's Task Force Domino. 

Speaking to the Inguma at the 


sidelines of the first monthly meet- 


A member of the Presidential Security Group Inspects the guns of soldiers prior to the arrival of President Macapagal-Arroyo at the 
Pagadian City Airport in Zamboanga del Sur on Monday. 


against the number of cars sold 
through legitimate channels 
last year. 

Cada quoted the Chamber 
of Automotive Manufacturers 
in the Philippines (Campi) as 
reporting 1,686 cars and 
3,274 other vehicles had 
been sold by legitimate deal- 
ers in Central Visayas last 
year. 

But data from the LTO in 
Cebu showed 3,584 cars and 
21,637 other vehicles had 
been registered also last 
year. 


Alarming volume 

The discrepancy, Cada said, 
represented the number of cars 
that have been smuggled into 
the region. 

He said the volume of im- 
portation of surplus and 
used vehicles last year was 
alarming and has brought 


CHILDREN play near a statue of a Cordillera soldier. 


Calderon, PNP chief, issued an Aug, 
30 circular restoring the Kalinga 
and Apayao police to their original 
units in Cagayan, on the heels of 
the bloody clash berween law en- 
forcers, town personnel and а 
‘squatters colony in Rizal, Kalinga. 
PNP directive 

Calderon said фе transfer 
smoothens operational efficiency 
there. To reach both provinces from 
Baguio requires a 12-hour road trip. 

But in a strongly worded resolu- 
tion, the RDC said the Cordillera 
People's Liberation Army Balwegs 
old militia, could consider 
Calderon's decision as "another 
reneging act on the part of the na- 
tional government [which] could 
cause serious embarrassment [to] 
the present administration." 

The RDC said supervising se- 
curity for the region, even in 
far-flung Kalinga and Apayao. 


“is best pursued within the ad- 
ministrative framework of the 
Cordillera asa region." 


Letter to СМА 

Ina Sept. 5 letter to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, the region's 
congressmen also asserted the 
Balweg peace pact when they 
urged her to intervene in the 
police reorganization. 

“The creation of CAR as a spe- 
cial region preparatory to autono- 

... is the result of a proacti 

struggle by the Cordillera people,” 
wrote Kalinga Rep. Manuel Agyao, 
Apayao Rep. Elias Bulut Jr, Ifugao 
Rep. Solomon Chungalao, Baguio 
Rep. Mauricio Domogan, Benguet 
Rep. Samuel Dangwa, Mountain 
Province Rep. Victor Dominguez, 
and Abra Rep. Cecilia Luna. 

Budget Secretary Rolando An- 
daya Jr. gave the region's revived 
autonomy project an P18-million 


^ 


ing of the provincial peace and or- 
der council held at the Menzi Ho- 
tel here on Tuesday, Yuson said the 
recruitment of children into the 
communist movement has be- 
come a cause for concern. 

“What future do these children 
have in rebel camps? They will 
Just die at a young age. We should 
protect them at all cost,” he said. 

Yuson said under the anti- 
communist campaign, they will 
educate children about the 
"evils of communism." 

“So the students will know 


losses to legitimate car deal- 
ers and the government. He 
didn't have statistics, howev- 
er. 

Cada said these records 
showed that for every car 
sold by legitimate dealers, 
five are being registered by 
theLTO. 

Jakosalem said rampant car 
smuggling has also contribut- 
ed to heavy traffic in Cebu 
since the smuggled cars add 
to congestion in the city's 
streets. 


BMWs, Benzes 

He quoted car dealers as say- 
ing sales dropped because 
smuggled cars find their way in- 
to Себи black market at lower 
prices. 

Without citing statistics, 
Jakosalem quoted dealers as 
saying the number of used 
and brand new BMWs, Mer- 
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start-up fund, out of this years 
General Appropriations Act, 
Ngalob said Neda has orga- 
nized workshops that teach re- 
gional leaders the art of "econom- 
ic diplomacy" under the tutelage 
of Malacahang's protocol officer, 
in order to allow them to negoti- 
ate their own intemational trade 
and loan deals for the Cordillera. 


Guarding autonomy 

Neda has also organized work- 
shops that train Cordillera towns 
to use the geographic information 
system in planning out projects. 

Ngalob said the RDC wants the 
region “to be politically and fis- 
cally autonomous,” regardless of 
how the autonomy campaign is 
defined by the survey's results. 

‘The region had always guarded 
its “administrative autonomy" Vin- 
cent Cabreza, Inquirer Northern 
Luzon 


the truth about the communist 
insurgency and its deep effects 
on their lives," he said. 

Yuson said the military also 
decided to bring the anti-insur- 
gency campaign to the campus- 
es so that they could counter 
the communist black propagan- 
da against the government. 

“This way, we will be able to 
refute all their lies against the 
government, we will be able to 
answer all the accusations be- 
ing leveled against the Armed 
Forces," he said, 

Yuson said although the 
move was quite late because 
communist rebels have long 
been in schools, the military 
still considered it asa big step. 

But Yuson clarified that their 
campus campaign was not 
aimed at militant students, 

“It is definitely not a crackdown 
against activist students. This is just 
ош simple response to the black 
propaganda that the communists 
have been peddling against the 
goverment," hesaid, Ferdinand 
Zuasola, Inquirer Mindanao 


cedes Benzes and other Euro- 
pean cars has risen. 

These cars would cost P9- 
P10 million when bought 
from legitimate dealers, but 
in Cebu's black market, a 
brand new BMW could be 
bought for P3-P7 million, he 
said. 

A Mercedes Benz that cost P9 
million in a legitimate car deal- 
ership could be bought for P4 
million in the black market, he 
said. 

“The price difference is so 
big," he said, 

The Bureau of Customs in 
Cebu insisted the smuggled 
luxury cars did not enter 
through the Cebu International 
Port (CIP), saying they could 
have been smuggled through 
other ports and were brought 
to Cebu as domestic cargo. Jo- 
lene — Bolambot, Inquirer 
Visayas 


New task force 
vs extortionist, 
terror group 
formed by Army 


KORONADAL CITY—A MILI- 
tary-led antiterror group was 
formed last week amid threats 
of attack froma supposed extor- 
tion syndicate blamed for the 
series of bomb explosions here 
this year. 

South Cotabato Gov. Daisy 
Avance-Fuentes told the INguir- 
er on Thursday that Task Force 
Marbel (TFM), composed of 
soldiers from the 10th Division 
Recon Battalion in nearby Tupi 
town, has started functioning. 

She said its duties included 
preventing the Al-Khobar gang 
from staging bomb attacks 
here. 

‘Asked if the creation of the 
task force did not duplicate the 
police's job, Fuentes said she 
viewed it as a challenge to the 
police instead. 

But Senior Supt. Robert Kiu- 
nisala, South Cotabato police 
director, said he would rather 
look at the creation of the task 
force as a complement. 

He said the ТЕМ would really 
provide help in the police effort 
to prevent terror attacks here. 

"They wanted to help and se- 
cure the people,” he said. 

Kiunisala said the police were 
trying their best to prevent at- 
tacks by the Al-Khobar, which 
has been trying to extort money 
from the Yellow Bus Line (YBL). 

The YBL management has re- 
peatedly rejected the group's 
demands. 

Оп Aug. 3, а protestant 
preacher was killed while 12 
others were wounded in sepa- 
rates bomb explosions inside 
and outside the depot of the 
YBL here. Jeoffrey Maitem, In- 
quirer Mindanao 
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Palace prefers pardon for Erap over amnesty GMA men 
face contempt 


From page Al 
drop the amnesty idea as well as the plan to 
file a motion for reconsideration in the 
Sandiganbayan so the government could 
"set in motion" the process for a presiden- 
tial pardon. 

“We will have problems [if he opts for 
amnesty] because amnesty is for political of- 
fenders only and not for plunderers," Apostol 
said yesterday of the ousted President whom 
the antigraft courts Special Division convict- 
ed of plunder on two counts last week and 
sentenced up to 40 years in prison. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno, Ms Ar- 
royo's political adviser, said he favored a 
presidential pardon for his ex-boss. 

But first, he said, the Estrada camp must 
make а formal and official request for it. 

"[Because we are) public officials, this 
has to come to our official attention. Every- 
body should try to make it easy for every- 
body else. There has to be a request. We 
cannot grant a pardon if there is no re- 
quest," Puno, who was also the interior sec- 
retary during Estrada's term, told the IN- 
Quien on the phone. 

‘Atany rate, Apostol said in an ambush in- 
terview at the Palace, Ms Arroyo had issued 
Proclamation No. 1377 on Sept. 7. If con- 
curred in by both chambers of Congress, it 
would grant a general amnesty to commu- 
nist groups and “those who have commit- 
ted political offenses.” 

“Irs already in Congress," Apostol said, 
adding that the amnesty option was “not 
feasible” for Estrada. 

Then he said, joking, “It’s hopeless—un- 
less Erap says he is a communist.” 


By Christmas 

Even Speaker Jose de Venecia, who first 
proposed an “all-encompassing” amnesty 
program that would cover Estrada, now 
prefers a pardon for the man. 

He said the pardon could be granted in 
December, or three months after the court's 
guilty verdict. 

“If it's only for Estrada, 1 prefer a par- 
don,” De Venecia said in a phone interview. 
“Jt could come as soon as the situation 
calms down, say on the eve of Christmas." 

De Venecia said that while his original 
proposal covered the "enemies of the 
state"—such as “dissidents, rightists, left- 
ists, separatists, including destabil 
ers" it would not work if applied solely to 
Estrada's case. 

“You can’t use amnesty for an individual 
or solitary case,” said De Venecia, who 
helped craft the amnesty measure that cov- 
ered rebel military officers in the 19905. "It 
should be for a mass of people.” 

Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Rodriguez, 
spokesperson of Estrada's Partido ng Masang 
Pilipino, had earlier said the ousted President 
would consider an amnesty but would want 
to first read the “fine print.” 

“He's open to amnesty, but he needs to 
make sure of the provisions. It needs to be 
studied,” Rodriguez had said. “The No. 1 
provision is that there should be no admis- 
sion of guilt. Pardon is really out.” 

‘And any offer of amnesty “has to come 
from Malacafiang,” Rodriguez said yester- 
day in a media forum at the Manila Hotel. 
“President Estrada is not asking for it.” 

Estrada has repeatedly maintained his in- 
посепсе and claimed that the antigraft court's 


Abandoned kids 
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Welfare Services in Tagaytay City. 

The four-day conference—atrended by 
some 200 foreign and local delegates in- 
volved in child welfare and placement—is 
hosted by the Inter-Country Adoption 
Board (Icab), an agency attached to the De- 
partment of Social Welfare and Develop- 
ment. 

The conference was organized to discuss 
and address the issues affecting abandoned 
Filipino children—how adoption can be a 
means of parental development and change, 
and possible areas of collaboration between 
partner-agencies to uplift the lot of disadvan- 
taged children through foreign adoption. 


Last resort 

Noah is among the 3,604 Filipino chil- 
dren adopted by foreign families since the 
Inter-Country Adoption Act was imple- 
mented in 1995, according to Icab. 

There are also 5,242 children who have 
been cleared for adoption by trial courts—a 
process that usually takes about three 
years. Of that number, 4,701 have been 
matched with prospective adoptive parents 
abroad. 

The law consents to the adoption of Fil- 
ipino children by foreign families as the last 
resort, if there are no available Filipino 
families and after all possibilities have been 
exhausted. 

“There is little information about inter- 
country adoption, and sometimes people 
have misconceptions and misgivings about 
the process,” Gwendolyn Pimentel-Gana, a 
lawyer for the Ica, told the INQUIRER. 

She said Filipinos had not been receptive 
to it because they likened it to trading and 
exposing children to such greater dangers 
as abduction and human trafficking. 

“We want people to understand that in- 
ter-country adoption is a very good alterna- 
tive means of child care if you cannot give 
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Roxas files 
pardon resolution 
By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


SEN. MAR ROXAS YESTERDAY CALLED. 
оп his colleagues to back his resolution. 
calling on President Macapagal-Arroyo 
to issue a pardon to her convicted prede- 
cessor “at the appropriate time and on 
humanitarian grounds.” 

In Senate Resolution No. 135, Roxas 
said Joseph Estrada deserved a pardon 
because “at 70 years old, he has spent 
six years under detention, has shown 
remarkable humility, and is entitled to 
live the rest of his life quietly and in 
peace with members of his family.” 

Roxas also said the majority of the 
people supported a pardon for Estrada 
because of their “widespread and com- 
pelling sentiment” to "end partisan 
strife.” 

But for Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, the 
ousted President's eldest son, it’s 
thanks but no thanks. With а report 
from Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


Special Division was created to convict him. 

He and his legal team have decided to file 
a motion for reconsideration at the Sandi- 
ganbayan before Sept. 27. 


15 days 

Apostol said Malacafiang would be will- 
ing to grant Estrada absolute pardon, as 
long as he applied for it. 

“Ang itinutulak namin sa kanya (What we 
are proposing) is to grant him an absolute 
pardon. Anyway, he's already 70, and he's 
eligible [for it],” Apostol said. "We can set 
[it] in motion, so he must allow 15 days to 
lapse and allow the Sandiganbayan ruling 
to become final and executory." 

Apostol said Estrada would only prolong the 
process if his lawyers took the judicial route: 

"So our appeal to him is [not to seek re- 
consideration] and allow the court's deci- 
sion to become final and executory. Then he 
will negotiate with our President. Then our 
President will start the process ... for him to 
avail himself of a pardon. But that remains 
in his hands—if he agrees. If not, nothing 
will happen.” 

Apostol pointed out that elevating Estra- 
da's case to the Supreme Court—as his 
lawyers had earlier considered do- 
ing—could take five to 10 years, and that Ms 
Arroyo had only three more years in office. 

“So the ball is in the hands of Erap,” he 
said, adding that Ms Arroyo was only waiting 
for the latter “to show interest” in a pardon. 


The only recourse 

Puno said requesting a pardon was the 
only recourse for Estrada: "The justice sys- 
tem has taken its course and there isno legal 
option except a pardon. Amnesty is out of 
the question because it is a legislative act.” 

He argued that “a pardon does not neces- 
sarily mean an admission of guilt.” 

“The point isto get the country past this po- 
litcally adversarial relationship. This is a good 
vehicle for reconciliation and it's good for 
calming the national temperament,” he said. 


finding hope ... 


them the care that they deserve in our 
country she said. 

(Gana, a daughter of Sen. Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr, also launched a book yesterday. 
Titled “Adopting a Filipino Child the Inter- 
country Way,” the book, a first in the coun- 
try, offers an in-depth explanation of the 
adoption process.) 


Saving children 

Social Welfare Secretary Esperanza 
Cabral, who chairs the Ieab, took pains to 
explain that abandoned Filipino children 
were not just being sent off to foreign 
households. 

The board studies the children’s profiles 
and prospective adoptive parents, and makes 
the match according to their needs and the 
adoptive families resources, Cabral said. 

"We want to make sure that we are not 
surrendering children to couples who have 
bad motives,” she said. 

Cabral said the Icab was encouraging in- 
ter-country adoption as a way of saving 
abandoned children from a bleak future 
and giving them a chance to grow up with a 
loving family regardless of color or race. 

“Our philosophy is that it is better for 
children to grow up in a home rather than 
in an institution,” she said. 

‘According to Gana, the system has given 
Filipino children with special needs a 
chance to live normal lives. 

She said other foreign parents had 
adopted sickly children and seen them 
through medical treatment. 


Legislation 

Because of slow judicial proceedings, 
which usually delays the adoption process, 
the Icab is batting for legislation that will 
allow it to declare a child free for adoption. 

The bill was passed by the House on third 
reading during the 13th Congress, but the 
Senate has yet to act on it. 


Puno said there was “unanimity in the 
Cabinet" for the President to pardon Estrada. 

[National Security Adviser] Bert Gonza- 
les has said so. So has Serge Apostol. Per- 
sonally, needless to say, I am in favor [of 
it]," he said. 

in fact, Ms Arroyo has "communicated 
willingness to go halfway on the issue," 
Puno said. "I hope Mr. Estrada will go 
halfway too." 

Puno also suggested that Estrada's re- 
quest for a pardon could indicate that it was. 
being made without prejudice to an ap- 
peal. 


All out 

But according to Rodriguez, Estrada is 
going all out for vindication through legal 
processes. 

“He believes that he will be acquitted ei- 
ther by the Sandiganbayan or the Supreme 
Court on the remaining two counts of plun- 
der,” Rodriguez said, adding that Estrada had 
expressed openness to the idea of amnesty 
only “for the sake of national interest. 

De Venecia said he would meet with Ro- 
driguez and House Minority Leader Ronal- 
do Zamora to discuss the mechanics of the 
“all-encompassing and wide-ranging” 
amnesty he first proposed last month. 

He said discussions would also involve 
Deputy Speaker Simeon Datumanong and 
House Majority Leader Arthur Defensor. 

“We will see if we can craft an amnesty that 
will address all the problems of the so-called 
‘enemies of the state,” De Venecia said. 

If such a measure becomes available, it 
will be another option for Estrada, he said, 
adding: 

“An all-encompassing amnesty is the be- 
ginning of national unity” 

Good instincts 

If an offer of amnesty is made and Estra- 
da accepts it, the opposition will back him, 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay told reporters 
at City Hall 

“It's up to him. Erap has always had good 
instincts," said the mayor, who is also presi- 
dent of the United Opposition. 

But he stressed that the terms should 
make it clear that there was no admission of 
guilt on Estrada's part, and that the penal- 
ties imposed would be nullified. 

It should be “as if no offense was commit- 
ted," he said. 

Binay soid, however, that any discussion 
of amnesty was premature because Estra- 
da's plunder conviction still had a long way 
to go before it became final 

"Besides, he has not categorically stated 
that he would accept [amnesty], Binay 
added. “Whatever his decision, we'll have 
to respect it." With reports from Alcuin Pa- 
pa, DJ Yap and Tina G. Santos 


Visit 
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“somewhere in the north,” fear- 
ing death threats. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, chair of 
the defense committee that leads 
the joint hearings, said: "I wish we 
can provide a resolution without 
allowing the situation to deterio- 
rate into a full-blown institutional 
conflict. But we can't stand idly by 
while the Senate is reduced to a 
powerless institution.” 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita replied on behalf of Abu, 
Danga and Presidential Assistant 
Remedios Poblador, who Doble 
claimed arranged for his return to 
the military headquarters before 
he could corroborate Ong's claim 
about the “Hello Garci" tapes. 


EO 464 

Ermita invoked the Supreme 
Court's May 2006 ruling on Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 464 and 
asked for a “bill of particula 
into the subject of the inquiry 
and the proposed legislation. 

He said the summons neither 
contained a questionaire nor 
the legislation that was being 
contemplated out of the hear- 
ings as the Court has required. 

In a separate letter, Ermita 
claimed it was "premature" to 
invite Poblador to the hearing 
"unless and until" Doble and 
Bishop Socrates Villegas, who 
brought Doble back to Camp 
Aguinaldo, could "state the 
wrongdoing, if any, committed” 
by Poblador. 

National Security Adviser 
Norberto Gonzales, in a sepa- 
rate reply, also invoked the 
Supreme Court's ruling, as well 
as Memorandum Circular No. 
108 which Ms Arroyo issued 
shortly after the high court 
struck down EO 464. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye and Villegas did not reply to 
the summons. Neither did De- 
fense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro 
to whom the invitation to Col. 
Paul Sumayo, Capt. Frederick 
Rebong and Capt. Lindsay Rex 
Sagge of the Intelligence Ser- 
vice of the Armed Forces of the 


Philippines was addressed. 
The hearing yesterday was 
attended by 13 senators. 


Court ruling 

In May 2006, the Supreme 
Court struck down EO 464 and 
upheld the right of Congress to 
compel executives and military 
officials to attend congressional 
inquiries “in aid of legislation.” 

But the high court also ruled 
that the President may invoke 
executive privilege in matters 
covering confidential or classi- 
fied information. 

“We might end up with a 
showdown," Sen. Richard Gor- 
don, chair of the committee on 
constitutional amendments, 
said after the hearing. 

“This is more for the survival 
of the Senate for check and bal- 
ance of the executive depart- 
ment. It's a crazy system if we 
can’t get people in the govern- 
ment to come to our hearings,” 
said Sen. Alan Cayetano, chair 
of the blue ribbon committee. 

Gordon and Cayetano are 
cochairs in the hearings. 

Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said the 
Senate should "assert its rights" 
while Sen. Benigno Aquino III 
said the dispute might again be 
brought before the Supreme 
Court. 


‘Very irritated’ 

Administration Senators 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago and 
Juan Ponce Enrile moved that 
the subpoenaed officials should 
already be cited for contempt. 
But Sen. Joker Arroyo suggest- 
ed the all-member caucus to 
adopt a common stand. 

Santiago said she was “very 
irritated” by the government 
excuses. 

"We are left with no other op- 
tion. They should be cited for 
contempt, otherwise the public 
would lose respect on the Sen- 
ate,” she said. “Still, I realize 
that as much as possible we 
must avoid a direct confronta- 
tion." With a report from. 
Michael Lim Ubac 
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drop the amnesty idea as well as the plan to 
file a motion for reconsideration in the 
Sandiganbayan so the government could 
“set in motion” the process for a presiden- 
tial pardon. 

“We will have problems [if he opts for 
amnesty] because amnesty is for political of- 
fenders only and not for plunderers,” Apostol 
said yesterday of the ousted President whom 
the antigraft courts Special Division convict- 
ей of plunder оп two counts last week and 
sentenced up to 40 years in prison. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno, Ms Ar- 
royo's political adviser, said he favored a 
presidential pardon for his ex-boss. 

But first, he said, the Estrada camp must 
make a formal and official request for it. 

[Because we are] public officials, this 
has to come to our official attention. Every- 
body should try to make it easy for every- 
body else. There has to be a request. We 
cannot grant a pardon if there is no re- 
quest," Puno, who was also the interior sec- 
retary during Estrada's term, told the IN- 
QUIRER on the phone. 

Atany rate, Apostol said in an ambush in- 
terview at the Palace, Ms Arroyo had issued 
Proclamation No. 1377 on Sept. 7. If con- 
curred in by both chambers of Congress, it 
would grant a general amnesty to commu- 
nist groups and “those who have commit- 
ted political off 

"Јев already in Congress," Apostol said, 
adding that the amnesty option was "not 
feasible" for Estrada. 

‘Then he said, joking, “It's hopeless—un- 
less Erap says he is a communist.” 


By Christmas 

Even Speaker Jose de Venecia, who first 
proposed an “all-encompassing” amnesty 
program that would cover Estrada, now 
prefers a pardon for the man. 

He said the pardon could be granted in 
December, or three months after the court's 
guilty verdict. 

“If its only for Estrada, 1 prefer a par- 
don,” De Venecia said in a phone interview. 
“It could come as soon as the situation 
calms down, say on the eve of Christmas.” 

De Venecia said that while his original 
proposal covered the “enemies of the 
state"—such as “dissidents, rightists, left- 
ists, separatists, including  destabiliz- 
ers" Lit would not work if applied solely to 
Estrada's case. 

“You can’t use amnesty for an individual 
or solitary case,” said De Venecia, who 
helped craft the amnesty measure that cov- 
ered rebel military officers in the 19905. “It 
should be for a mass of people." 

Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Rodriguez, 
spokesperson of Estrada's Partido ng Masang 
Pilipino, had earlier said the ousted President 
would consider an amnesty but would want 
to first read the “fine print." 

“He's open to amnesty, but he needs to 
make sure of the provisions. It needs to be 
studied,” Rodriguez had said. “The No. 1 
provision is that there should be no admis- 
sion of guilt. Pardon is really out." 

And any offer of amnesty "has to come 
from Malacafiang,” Rodriguez said yester- 
day in a media forum at the Manila Hotel. 
"President Estrada is not asking for it 

Estrada has repeatedly maintained his in- 
nocence and claimed that the antigraft courts 
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Welfare Services in Tagaytay City. 

The four-day conference—attended by 
some 200 foreign and local delegates in- 
volved in child welfare and placement—is 
hosted by the Inter-Country Adoption 
Board (Icab), an agency attached to the De- 
partment of Social Welfare and Develop- 
ment. 

"The conference was organized to discuss 
and address the issues affecting abandoned. 
Filipino children—how adoption can be a 
means of parental development and change, 
and possible areas of collaboration between 
partner-agencies to uplift the lot of disadvan- 
taged children through foreign adoption. 


Last resort 

Noah is among the 3,604 Filipino chil- 
dren adopted by foreign families since the 
Inter-Country Adoption Act was imple- 
mented in 1995, according to Icab. 

There are also 5,242 children who have 
been cleared for adoption by trial courts—a 
process that usually takes about three 
years, Of that number, 4,701 have been 
matched with prospective adoptive parents 
abroad. 

‘The law consents to the adoption of Fil- 
ipino children by foreign families as the last 
resort, if there are no available Filipino 
families and after all possibilities have been 
exhausted 

"There is little information about inter- 
country adoption, and sometimes people 
have misconceptions and misgivings about 
the process,” Gwendolyn Pimentel-Gana, а 
lawyer for the Icab, told the Inquirer. 

She said Filipinos had not been receptive 
to it because they likened it to trading and 
exposing children to such greater dangers 
as abduction and human trafficking. 

"We want people to understand that in- 
ter-country adoption is a very good alterna- 
tive means of child care if you cannot give 
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Palace prefers pardon for Erap over amnesty GMA men 


Roxas files 
pardon resolution 
By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


SEN. MAR ROXAS YESTERDAY CALLED 
оп his colleagues to back his resolution. 
calling on President Macapagal-Arroyo 
to issue a pardon to her convicted prede- 
cessor “at the appropriate time and on | 
humanitarian grounds." 

In Senate Resolution No. 135, Roxas 
said Joseph Estrada deserved a pardon 
because "at 70 years old, he has spent 
six years under detention, has shown 
remarkable humility, and is entitled to 
live the rest of his life quietly and in 
peace with members of his family." 

Roxas also said the majority of the 
people supported a pardon for Estrada 
because of their “widespread and com- 
pelling sentiment" to "end partisan 
strife.” 

But for Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, the 
ousted Presidents eldest son, its 
thanks but no thanks. With a report 
from Dona 2. Pazzibugan 


‘Special Division was created to convict him. 

He and his legal team have decided to file 
a motion for reconsideration at the Sandi- 
ganbayan before Sept. 27. 


15 days 

Apostol said Malacafiang would be will- 
ing to grant Estrada absolute pardon, аз 
long as he applied for it. 

“Ang itinutulak namin sa kanya (What we. 
are proposing) is to grant him an absolute 
pardon. Anyway, he's already 70, and he's 
eligible [for it],” Apostol said. "We can set 
[it] in motion, so he must allow 15 days to 
lapse and allow the Sandiganbayan ruling 
to become final and executory.” 

Apostol said Estrada would only prolong the 
process if his lawyers took the judicial route: 

"So our appeal to him is {not to seek re- 
consideration] and allow the court's deci- 
sion to become final and executory Then he. 
will negotiate with our President. Then our 
President will start the process ... for him to 
avail himself of a pardon. But that remains 
in his hands—if he agrees. If not, nothing 
will happen.” 

Apostol pointed out that elevating Estra- 
da's case to the Supreme Court—as his 
lawyers had earlier considered do- 
ing—could take five to 10 years, and that Ms 
Arroyo had only three more years in office. 

"So the ball is in the hands of Erap," he 
said, adding that Ms Arroyo was only waiting 
for the latter “to show interest” in a pardon. 


The only recourse 

Puno said requesting a pardon was the 
only recourse for Estrada: "The justice sys- 
tem has taken its course and there is no legal 
option except a pardon. Amnesty is out of 
the question because it is a legislative act.” 

He argued that “a pardon does not neces- 
sarily mean an admission of guilt.” 

"The point isto get the country past this po- 
litically adversarial relationship. This isa good 
vehicle for reconciliation and it’s good for 
calming the national temperament,” he said. 


finding hope ... 


them the care that they deserve in our 
country" she said. 

(Gana, a daughter of Sen. Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr., also launched a book yesterday. 
Titled “Adopting a Filipino Child the Inter- 
country Way,” the book, a first in the coun- 
try, offers an in-depth explanation of the 
adoption process.) 


Saving children 

Social Welfare Secretary Esperanza 
Cabral, who chairs the Ieab, took pains to 
explain that abandoned Filipino children 
were not just being sent off to foreign 
households. 

‘The board studies the children’s profiles 
and prospective adoptive parents, and makes 
the match according to their needs and the 
adoptive families’ resources, Cabral said. 

“We want to make sure that we are not 
surrendering children to couples who have 
bad motives,” she said. 

Cabral said the Icab was encouraging in- 
ter-country adoption as a way of saving 
abandoned children from a bleak future 
and giving them a chance to grow up with a 
loving family regardless of color or race. 

"Our philosophy is that it is better for 
children to grow up in a home rather than 
in an institution," she said. 

According to Gana, the system has given 
Filipino children with special needs a 
chance to live normal lives. 

She said other foreign parents had 
adopted sickly children and seen them 
through medical treatment. 


Legislation 

Because of slow judicial proceedings, 
which usually delays the adoption process, 
the Icab is batting for legislation that will 
allow it to declare a child free for adoption. 

‘The bill was passed by the House on third 
reading during the 13th Congress, but the 
Senate has yet to act on it. 


Puno said there was “unanimity in the 
Cabinet" for the President to pardon Estrada. 

[National Security Adviser] Bert Gonza- 
les has said so. So has Serge Apostol. Per- 
sonally, needless to say, I am in favor [of 
it]," he said. 

In fact, Ms Arroyo has “communicated 
willingness to go halfway on the issue,” 
Puno said. "I hope Mr. Estrada will go 
halfway, too.” 

Puno also suggested that Estrada's re- 
quest fora pardon could indicate that it was 
being made without prejudice to an ap- 
peal. 


All out 

But according to Rodriguez, Estrada is 
going all out for vindication through legal 
processes. 

"He believes that he will be acquitted ei- 
ther by the Sandiganbayan or the Supreme 
Court on the remaining two counts of plun- 
der,” Rodriguez said, adding that Estrada had 
expressed openness to the idea of amnesty 
only “for the sake of national interest.” 

De Venecia said he would meet with Ro- 
driguez and House Minority Leader Ronal- 
do Zamora to discuss the mechanics of the 
“all-encompassing and wide-ranging” 
amnesty he first proposed last month. 

He said discussions would also involve 
Deputy Speaker Simeon Datumanong and 
House Majority Leader Arthur Defensor. 

“We will see if we can craft an amnesty that 
will address all the problems of the so-called 
enemies of the state,” De Venecia said. 

If such a measure becomes available, it 
will be another option for Estrada, he said, 
adding: 

"An all-encompassing amnesty is the be- 
ginning of national unity.” 


Good instincts 

Ifan offer of amnesty is made and Estra- 
da accepts it, the opposition will back him, 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay told reporters 
at City Hall. 

“It's up to him. Erap has always had good 
instincts,” said the mayor, who is also presi- 
dent of the United Opposition. 

But he stressed that the terms should 
make it clear that there was no admission of. 
guilt on Estrada’s part, and that the penal- 
ties imposed would be nullified. 

Itshould be “as ifno offense was commit- 
ted,” he said. 

Binay said, however, that any discussion 
of amnesty was premature because Estra- 
Ча plunder conviction still had a long way 
то go before it became final. 

“Besides, he has not categorically stated 
that he would accept [amnesty],” Binay 
added. “Whatever his decision, we'll have 
to respect it.” With reports from Alcuin Pa- 
pa, DJ Yap and Tina G. Santos 


Visit 


“somewhere in the north,” fear- 
ing death threats. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, chair of 
the defense committee that leads 
the joint hearings, sai 
can provide a resolution without 
allowing the situation to deterio- 
rate into a full-blown institutional 
conflict. But we can't stand idly by 
while the Senate is reduced to a 
powerless institution.” 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Enmita replied on behalf of Abu, 
Danga and Presidential Assistant 
Remedios Poblador, who Doble 
claimed arranged for his return to 
the military headquarters before 
he could corroborate Ong's claim 
about the “Hello Garci" tapes. 


EO 464 

Ermita invoked the Supreme 
Court's May 2006 ruling on Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 464 and 
asked for a "bill of particulars" 
into the subject of the inquiry 
and the proposed legislation. 

He said the summons neither 
contained a questionaire nor 
the legislation that was being 
contemplated out of the hear- 
ings as the Court has required. 

In a separate letter, Ermita 
claimed it was "premature" to 
invite Poblador to the hearing 
"unless and until" Doble and 
Bishop Socrates Villegas, who 
brought Doble back to Camp 
Aguinaldo, could "state the 
wrongdoing, if any, committed" 
by Poblador. 

National 
Norberto Gonzales, in a sepa- 
rate reply also invoked the 
Supreme Court's ruling, as well 
as Memorandum Circular No. 
108 which Ms Arroyo issued 
shortly after the high court 
struck down EO 464. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye and Villegas did not reply to 
the summons. ^ 
fense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro 
to whom the invitation to Col. 
Paul Sumayo, Capt. Frederick 
Rebong and Capt. Lindsay Rex 
Sagge of the Intelligence Ser- 
vice of the Armed Forces of the 


face contempt 
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Philippines was addressed. 
The hearing yesterday was 
attended by 13 senators. 


Court ruling 

In May 2006, the Supreme 
Court struck down EO 464 and 
upheld the right of Congress to 
compel executives and military 
officials to attend congressional 
inquiries “in aid of legislation.” 

But the high court also ruled 
that the President may invoke 
executive privilege in matters 
covering confidential or classi- 
fied information. 

"We might end up with a 
showdown," Sen. Richard Gor- 
don, chair of the committee on 
constitutional ^ amendments, 
said after the hearing. 

“This is more for the survival 
of the Senate for check and bal- 
ance of the executive depart- 
ment. It's a crazy system if we 
can’t get people in the govern- 
ment to come to our hearings,” 
said Sen. Alan Cayetano, chair 
ofthe blue ribbon committee. 

Gordon and Cayetano are 
cochairs in the hearings. 

Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said the 
Senate should “assert its rights” 
while Sen. Benigno Aquino II 
said the dispute might again be 
brought before the Supreme 
Court. 
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‘Very irritated’ 

Administration Senators 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago and 
Juan Ponce Enrile moved that 
the subpoenaed officials should 
already be cited for contempt. 
But Sen. Joker Arroyo suggest- 
ed the all-member caucus to 
adopt a common stand. 

Santiago said she was “very 
irritated” by the government 
excuses. 

“We are left with no other op- 
tion, They should be cited for 
contempt, otherwise the public 
would lose respect on the Sen- 
ate,” she said. “Still, I realize 
that as much as possible we 
must avoid a direct confronta- 
tion.”  Witha report from 
Michael Lim Ubac 
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Atienza to call envoys to meet on poaching 


By T] Burgonio 


ALARMED BY REPORTS OF RAMPANT POACHING IN 
Philippine waters, Environment Secretary Lito Atienza will call 
to meeting officials of the embassies of China and other coun- 
tries to put a stop to what he called the “worst form of piracy.” 


“Poachers are pirates of the worst kind. 
They know what they're doing, and they 
still do it," Atienza said, following reports 
that Chinese fishermen were caught ге- 
cently gathering and killing endangered 
sea turtles in the waters off Sulu. 

Atienza said he would ask the missions 
of China, Taiwan, Indonesia, Cambodia, 


Vietnam and Japan to send representatives 
to a briefing on the departments plan to 
take the lead in prosecuting the poachers. 
"We will throw the book at them 
(poachers). They will never learn unless 
and until we give them the full impact of 
the lav,” he told reporters. “The certainty 
of arrest and punishment is the best de- 


terrent against this act" he added. 

“We dont want them (neighboring 
countries) to be shocked by our heavy- 
handedness,” he said, explaining his call 
fora meeting. 

The World Wide Fund for Nature had 
expressed renewed alarm over the poach- 
ing incidents after authorities seized endan- 
gered turtles from a boat moored between. 
two islands in Sulu archipelago on Sept. 2. 

‘The agents found 50 dried, 58 freshly 
gutted and 28 live turies on the unmarked 
vessel crewed by 19 Chinese fishermen. 

Most of the turtles were green sea tur- 
Чез, internationally classified as an en- 
dangered species, according to WWE 


The crew was escorted to Bongao, the 
capital of Tawi-Tawi, where they were 
charged with violation of the Philippine 
Wildlife Conservation and Protection Act. 

Atienza said the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources will file 
additional charges against the poachers 
for violation of the National Integrated 
Protected Areas System Act. 

"We will file our cases so that their de- 
tention will be sustained,” Atienza said. 

‘The authorities had earlier arrested the 
Chinese crew of the fishing vessel M/V Hoi 
Wan after they were caught poaching off 
Tubbataha Reef in December 2006. The 
case is pending, according to WWE 


‘Two months earlier, 24 Chinese fisher- 
men aboard the M/V Kwok Wai Ming 
‘were caught poaching off Mangsee island 
in Balabac, Palawan, Prosecutors initially 
dismissed the case, but later reversed it. 

Only one case, that of 17 Chinese 
poachers caught with 54 dead turtles, had 
led to a conviction, but the fishermen 
were pardoned after paying fines “in order 
mot to strain relations between the Philip- 
pines and China," according to WWE 

In the last nine years, more than 900 
foreigners, 660 of them from China, have 
been arrested and charged with poaching 
in the waters of Palawan alohe, according 
tothe WWE 
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Imelda: I 
just need 
right shoes 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


IMELDA MARCOS IS HEALTHIER THAN 
most of us. 

This was the assurance made by the for- 
mer first lady's spokesperson after Marcos 
was given a clean bill of health and dis- 
charged yesterday afternoon from St 
Luke's Medical Center. 

A hospital official, who requested 
anonymity because he was not authorized 
tospeak, quoted Marcos as saying: "I would 
have to buy new shoes ... the right kind of 
shoes," as doctors led by Joven Cuanang, 
her personal physician and St. Luke's mec 
cal director, told her the pain in her knees 
she had complained about was caused by 
the wrong type of shoes she had worn dur- 
ing a recent trip to China. 

‘Cuanang also reportedly advised Marcos to 
lose one to two pounds a week. He, however, 
refused to tell reporters who asked what the 
former first lady's current weight was. 

"It is not right to ask a lady her weight," 
he said. 

Ding Diaz, Marcos' spokesperson, told 
the Inouinen that "there is nothing of con- 
cern (with regard to Marcos health)." 

“For a 78-year-old lady, she is fit. Every- 
thing is okay,” Diaz said, adding that Mar- 
‘cos was examined “from the tips of her toes 
tothe tips of her hair.” 

Diaz said even the doctors were sur- 
prised by the results of the tests and denied 
reports the former first lady was having 
heart problems. 

“Her heart is healthy,” he said. 

As for the pain in her knees, Diaz said this 
could also be a result of Marcos’ active 
lifestyle in the past. 

"She was a working first lady for 20 years 
and was very active even when President Mar- 
cos was still president of the Senate,” he said. 

Аз for her three-day confinement at St. 
Luke's, Diaz said, “This is an annual and 
regular thing for us.” 

“She is healthier than most of us," he added. 


Quitting far 
from Gonzalez’s 
mind, says son 


JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL GONZALEZ IS 
raring to get out of his hospital bed and return 
to the helm of the Department of Justice. 

The secretary's son, Пойо City Rep. Raul 
Gonzalez Jt, said that contrary to reports, his 
76-year-old father had no plans of slowing 
down, much less of retiring from the govern- 
ment despite his recent kidney transplant, 

“My father is impatient. He wants to go 
back to work right away,” the younger Gonza- 
Jez told the Inquirer yesterday in reaction to 
reports the secretary was considering retiring. 

Gonzalez Sr. is one of the staunchest de- 
fenders of President Macapagal-Arroyo. As 
such, he has earned the enmity of those op- 
posed to her, mainly politicians and militants. 

“When the secretary goes back to work, the 
deepest and darkest desires of those who want 
him to leave the government will again be 
[put] in limbo,” Gonzalez Jr. said. 

Gonzalez Jr said that what might have 
made people think his father was retiring 
were remarks he made earlier that were taken 
out of context. 

‘The congressman said that what he had 
told a TV news crew was that if they had their 
way, he and his three siblings would rather 
that their father retire following his surgery. 

“If you take away certain parts of the inter- 
view and just focus on something I said, the 
context in which I said it would be lost. That's 
what happened,” Gonzalez Jr. said. 

"News reports like that make my father 
more impatient and want to go back to work 
sooner,” Gonzalez Jr. said. 

The justice secretary's eldest child said 
they would know in 10 days whether or not 
his father’s body had accepted the kidney 
that was donated by his dtiver, 50-year-old 
Felicito Gunay. Norman Bordadora 
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fied only as “Jenny” 
was killed while five 
other people were 
injured when the 
van they were riding 
in overturned in 
Parafiaque City yes- 
terday morning. 

Jenny” was de- 
Чагей dead on ar- 
rival at the Ospital ng 
Maynila while an- 
other woman, Annie 
Rose  Divinagracia, 
had to have her right 
arm amputated. 

Four others were 
rushed to the same 
hospital for cuts and 
bruises. They were 
identified as Harry 
Jumaun, 20; Analyn 
Majadas, 24; Jeian 
Majadas, 1 and 
Charlemaigne Lebe- 
nesia, 24, 
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Witness confirms Mendez joined frat initiation rites 


Ante, the former head of the 
NCPAG student council, is be- 
lieved to have recruited 
Mendez, a council member, in- 
to the fraternity. The witness 
claimed he had trained the 
two as councilors. 

He added that Mendez’s last 
text message was sent at 9:15 
p.m. on Aug. 24, three days be- 
fore the latter was taken to the 
Veterans Memorial Medical 
Center, where he was declared 
dead on arrival. An autopsy re- 
port showed the victim had 
been beaten up badly. 

“He (Cris) said he was with 
Paolo Ante, along with several 
others, in a watering hole in UP 
He also said ‘I’m joining Rhosig 
(Sigma Rho), please pray for 
me,” the witness told the NBI. 

“At one point, he asked me if 
he should still join the fraterni- 
ty" the witness added. "I told 
him ‘Why are you asking me? 
Would my opinion matter?" His 
answer was, ‘Didn't I tell you, 
whatever I start, I will finish. 
There's no turning back.” 

Lawyer Romulo Asis, chief of 
the NBI Anti-Terrorism Division 
tasked to handle the case, said 
the witness’ testimony is a wel- 
come development since he was 
the first to say that Mendez 
joined the fraternity and went 
through initiation rites. 
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dep UP Diliman campus blooms with justice’ posters 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


SUSPECTED HAZING VICTIM 
Gris Anthony Mendez joined the 
Sigma Rho fratemity "for net- 
working, connections and out of 
ity" according to a new 
witness who voluntarily surfaced 
at the National Bureau of Investi- 
gation yesterday afternoon. 

Identifying himself as a for- 
mer member of the University 
of the Philippines’ National Col- 
lege of Public Administration 
and Governance (NCPAG) stu- 
dent council, the witness said 
he decided to come forward be- 
cause he believes that he has in- 
formation that could help in the 
investigation. 

The witness, who requested 
anonymity for security reasons, 
was referring to several text 
messages Mendez had allegedly 
sent him before his death. 

Several messages indicated 
that Mendez had joined the Sig- 
ma Rho fraternity and that he 
went through hazing rites. 

“In one of his text messages, 
Cris said he was recruited by 
(Ariel) Paolo Ante, along with 
four others. One time, he said, 
“Оо, si Paolo ang Master of Initi- 
ation,” said the witness, who 
claimed he and Mendez “moved 
in the same circles” and were 
"close like brothers.” 


STICKERS SEEKING JUSTICE 
for public administration stu- 
dent Cris Anthony Mendez 
which also bore Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile's criticism of the 
Sigma Rho fraternity were post- 
ed yesterday in buildings on the 
University of the Philippines 
campus in Diliman, Quezon 
City. 

The stickers were posted 
mostly near the main library 
and other buildings, particular- 
ly the Colleges of Law and Engi- 
neering, where many of the fra- 
ternitys officers and members 
are enrolled. 

“Justice delayed is justice de- 
nied. Justice for Cris Mendez,” 
and "My fraternity has become a 
training ground for thugs and 
killers—Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, 
Sigma Rho alumnus,” were the 
messages printed on the stickers. 

Students told the INQUIRER 
that they had no idea who post- 
ed the stickers. 

Mendez, a student of the UP. 
National College of Public Ad- 
ministration and Governance, 
was believed to have joined the 
Sigma Rho before his death. 
(See related story on this 


„SEN JUAN PONCE ENRILE 
то ALUMNUS 


XUSTICE DELAYED 
I$ JUSTICE DENIED 
ISTICE FOR CHRIS MENDEZ 
[п DEL 


SAMPLE of poster calling for justice for slain University of the Philippines student Cris Anthony Mendez. 
Мо опе knows who put up the posters. Jonveonooc 


page.) He was brought to a hos- 
pital on Aug. 27 where he was 
declared dead on arrival. 
Mendez's body bore numerous 
bruises on the arms and legs. 
Last week, Ramon Magsaysay 
awardee and former Senate 
President Jovito Salonga re- 
signed from the fratemity to 


protest Mendez’s death. Several 
high ranking government offi- 
cials, including Enrile, are also 
members. 

Meanwhile, UP vice chancel- 
lor for student affairs Elizabeth 
Enriquez told the Inquirer that 
the probe being conducted by 
the university into the incident 


is still ongoin; 

“The UP Diliman Legal Office 
is handling the preliminary i 
vestigation. This entails the de- 
termination of the possible ad- 
ministrative charges that will be 
filed against those students who 
have been preventively sus- 
pended,” Enriquez said 


PNCC workers to seek court action on planned takeover of subsidiary 


By Julie M. Aurelio poration (PSC) by the end of 
the year. 

“We will exhaust all possible 
measures. We are now looking 
for a corporate legal lawyer 
who will help us file an applica- 
tion for a temporary restraining 
order to stop the takeover,” 
Apollo Ado said. 

The 10-year-old PSC, a sub- 


sidiary of the PNCC, operates 
the Skyway. The РМСС is an at- 
tached agency of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and High- 
ways. 

Ado, president of the PSC 
employees union, said that Cit- 
ra Meto Manila Tollways 
Corp.'s takeover of the Skyway 
operations would force them 


out of work. He added that dur- 
ing negotiations with CMMTC, 
the private contractor, no provi- 
sion was made for their absorp- 
tion by the new management. 
“They told us that they would 
just choose who they would 
hire and that they would be 
bringing in their own people. 
What about the members of our 


union?" Ado said during a rally 
at the PSC office near SM Bicu- 
tanin Parañaque City. 

He added that even PSC su- 
pervisors and security guards 
and not only the rank-and-file 
would be affected by the 
change in management. 

Ado claimed that the PNCC 
and the CMMTC had agreed to 


Of inefficiency and sincerity 


DIRECTOR GENERAL OSCAR 
Calderon, Philippine National 
Police (PNP) chief, is retiring 
next month. 

There are three PNP officers 
who are candidates to succeed 
him but the frontrunner as of 
this moment is Deputy Director 
General Avelino "Sonny" Ra- 
zon, deputy chief for adminis- 
tration. 

Razon is one of three PNP of- 
ficers who hold the three-star 
rank. The others are Reynaldo 
Varilla, chief of the National 
Capital Region Police Office 
(NCRPO), and Jesus Versoza, 
deputy chief for operations. 

Razon and Varilla are mem- 
bers of Philippine Military 
Academy Class 1974, while Ver- 
soza was with Class 1976. 

The most favored among the 
three for the top post, Razon 
has a well-rounded career pat- 
tern—from platoon leader in 
Sulu in the 1970s, chief of the 
elite Special Action Force, and 
NCRPO chief. 

Calderon, of PMA Class 
1973, is the most clueless, in- 


undertake the expansion of the 
Bicutan-Alabang portion, on 
the condition that the latter 
would operate the Skyway. 

“Apart from applying for a 
TRO against the agreement, 
we will also hold more rallies 
at the CMMTC office in Orti- 
gas until they listen to us," he 
said. 


WORRIED ABOUT LOSING 
their jobs, around 1,000 work- 
ers of the government-owned 
Philippine National Construc- 
tion Corporation (PNCC) are 
planning to go to court to stop a 
private contractor from taking 
‘over the Philippine Skyway Cor- 
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Suicide attempt? 
A GRADE 3 pupil was injured after 
she reportedly jumped off the fourth 
floor of her school in Malate, Mani- 
la, yesterday morning. РОЗ Reynal- 
do Ferrer of the Manila Police Dis- 
trict Station 5 said that the victim, a 
9-year-old student of the Malate 
Catholic School, is now undergoing 
treatment at the Medical Center 
‘Manila. Investigation showed that 
the incident occurred at 11:15 a.m. 
inside the school compound. Ferrer 
said that some students spotted the 
victim going up on the fourth floor 
and climbing a scaffolding. Accord- 
ing to witnesses, they told the 
young giri not to jump but she ig- 
nored them. Ferrer said that the vic- 
tim's mother declined to give a 
‘statement to the police. 

Allison W. Lopez 


MMDA man loses van 
FIVE armed men took the van of 
Metropolitan Manila Development. 
Authority executive director Ange 
to Vergel de Dios at a car wash оп 
Visayas Avenue, Quezon City, yes- 
terday morning. According to Paul 
Anthony Calimag, 35, driver of the 
stolen black Hyundai Starex (202. 
711), the vehicle is registered in the 
name of Vergel de Dios’ daughter, 
Czarina Rose, who asked him to 
have the car cleaned. An investiga- 
tion conducted by the Quezon City 
Police District's anticar theft unit 
showed that a few minutes after 
Сайтар arrived at the car wash, 
four armed men approached him 
and told him to lie face down at the 
back of the van. Another suspect 
got into the driver's seat while the 


Calderon owes his position 
more to Puno than to his be- 
ing a relative (kuno) of the 
President, my sources said. 


when they raid stores in 
Baclaran and Divisoria. Those 
raids are allegedly shakedowns. 

I have it on good authority 
that the NBI director wants to 
retire so he can practice law. 

Undersecretary Antonio 
Villar, chief of Presidential 
Anti-Smuggling Group 
(PASG), passed the sincerity 
test when he kicked out his 
personal bodyguards for al- 
legedly conniving with smug- 
glers. 

Returned to their units 
from PASG were three police 
superintendents and опе 
chief inspector. They were on 
loan from the Pangasinan 
PNP to help Villar go after 
smugglers as well as provide 
him security. 

But the provincial cops 
were apparently tempted by 
the lure of easy money offered 
by smugglers. 

“I couldnt do anything, 
Mon, but to let them go even if 
it hurt me because I have to 
set an example to others,” Vil- 
lar said. 


Children with special 
needs to get help 


By Kristine L. Alave 


Zosa added that several other 
city officials were also liable for 
the disbursement of the money. 

They included former Mayor 
Lito Atienza for approving the or- 
dinance creating the Epsa, former 
vice mayor and city council pre- 
siding officer Danilo Lacuna who 
approved the transaction, city 
council secretary Rodolfo Lapid 
who certified that the expenses 
were lawful and necessary, city 
accountant Gloria Quilantang 
who attested to the completeness 
and propriety of supporting docu- 
ments and city budget officer Ali- 
Ча Moscya. 

Inan interview with the Inour- 
вл, Veloso confirmed he had re- 
ceived the money, although he 
defended the Epsa. 

"There's nothing wrong with it. 
My talent fee is even bigger than 
the amount 1 received," Veloso, 
who is also an actor, said. “It is a 
big help to us councilors. Because 
of our meager salaries, most of us 
end up spending our own money 
to help people who come to us,” 
he added. 


Why is it that the foremost 
law enforcement agencies in 
the country—the PNP and the 
National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (NBD—are currently head- 
ed by second-rate leaders? 

I covered the law enforce- 
ment and military beats for 
many years and should, there- 
fore, qualify for the "position" 
of the "great miron,” an out- 
sider looking in. I have seen 
heads of the defunct Philippine 
Constabulary, PNP and NBI up 
close and personal. 

In my book, Nestor Mantar- 
ing cannot even be considered a. 
second-rate NBI chief. 

He thinks and acts like he's 
still an ordinary agent, unmind- 
ful of what his colleagues are 
doing. An NBI agent minds his 
‘own business. 

Mantaring doesn't 
what his agents are doing. 

Example: Mantaring is not 
even informed by subordinates 


efficient and do-nothing chief 
of the PNP and its predeces- 
sor, the Philippine Constabu- 
lary, according to several of 
my sources in Camp Crame. 

His only saving grace, my 
sources said, is his image of 
being a faithful husband and 
loving father. 

But even that reputation is 
doubtful as he and my brother 
Raffy were habitués of bars 
and girlie joints. 

Calderon was chosen for 
the top post because he is re- 
portedly a blood relation of 
President Macapagal- Arroyo. 

But that was not the consid- 
eration as GMA doesn’t care 
about blood relations. Interi- 
ог Secretary Ronaldo Puno 
recommended him to the 
President. 


know 


learning disabilities from poor fami- 
lies can get proper diagnoses and 
therapy at an early age. 
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‘Tell us all about it. 


Did a signage make your day? 
Garbage dumped on your street unmake 
your day? 

Siroot diggings forever on the street where 
you live? 

‘Are you up in arms against the 

omolition of an ancestral house? 

rod by a little-known barangay project 
with a big positive impact in your 
community? 

Got stuok in potholes? 

Fed up with cussing and feuding neighbors? 
Is there an everyday role model in your 
neighborhood? 


ecall name/ageflocation <captioninicsdage> 
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ment has established an early inter- 
vention program for children in the 
city's public schools to determine and 
assist those with learning disabilities 
and special needs. 

Mandaluyong City Mayor Benhur 
Abalos yesterday signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement with Rehabilita- 
tion and Empowerment of Adults and 
Children with Handicap Foundation, 
Inc. (REACH) to create “Project Ther- 
apy, Education and Assimilation of 
Children with Handicap” (TEACH). 

Abalos said Project TEACH is the 
first in the country. Through the pro- 
gram, children with physical and 


Dip You kNow 


THE FIRST Jesuits to come to the Philip- 
pines arrived in the country on Sept. 17, 
1581. Fathers Antonio Sedeno and Alon- 
зо Sanchez and Bro. Nicolas Gallardo 
lived temporarily in Lagyo—an area be- 
tween Ermita and Malate in Manlla—and 
later moved to intramuros. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


The mayor hopes that the children 
who receive therapy early on can ad- 
just to other people and environ- 
ments more easily in the future and 
become productive members of the 
society. 

“The City of Mandaluyong recog- 
nizes the need of children with dis- 
abilities to be provided with quality 
therapy, educational and rehabilita- 
tion services to prevent the occur- 
rence of additional disabilities and to 
further enhance present abilities nec- 
essary for independent living,” read 
the MoA. 

According to the program's me- 
Chanics, teachers and parents of 
young grade school students can avail 
of testing services provided by the 
city government and REACH to deter- 
mine if certain students have special 
needs or learning handicaps. 

Those with disabilities will be re- 
ferred to specialists in the Mandaluy- 
ong City Medical Center. They can al- 
зо take special education classes and 
therapy services that REACH and the 
city government will provide. 


rest got into the vehicle. Calimag 
said the suspects took his personal 
belongings, including his cell phone 
and wallet, and dropped him off at 
Barangay Talipapa in Novaliches. 
Kenneth М. del Rosario 


Kidnap victims escape 
TWO young Filipino-Chinese busi- 
nessmen and their driver who 
were abducted on a busy street in 
Pasig City on Friday were able to 
escape from their captors on the 
North Luzon Expressway. Supt. 
Rafael Santiago, head of the 
Northern Police District Intelli- 
gence and Investigation Division, 
said Vincent Chan, 23, and broth- 
er Robert, 24, were on board their 
car in Barangay Manggahan, 
Pasig City when four men got into 
their vehicle and at gunpoint, or- 
dered their driver to drive toward 
the NLEX. Santiago said the vic- 
tims were able to jump out of the 
car as it slowed down to get a tick- 
et from the toli booth. 

Nancy C. Carvajal. 
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Witness confirms Mendez joined frat initiation rites 


By Tina G. Santos 


SUSPECTED HAZING VICTIM 
Cris Anthony Mendez joined the 
Sigma Rho fraternity "for net- 
working, connections and out of 
curiosity" according to a new 
witness who voluntarily surfaced 
at the National Bureau of Investi- 
gation yesterday afternoon. 

Identifying himself as a for- 
mer member of the University 
of the Philippines Na 
lege of Public Admi 
and Governance (NCPAG) stu- 
dent council, the witness said 
he decided to come forward be- 
cause he believes that he has in- 
formation that could help in the 
investigation. 

The witness, who requested 
anonymity for security reasons, 
was referring to several text 
messages Mendez had allegedly 
sent him before his death. 

Several messages indicated 
that Mendez had joined the Sig- 
ma Rho fraternity and that he 
went through hazing rites. 

"In one of his text messages, 
Cris said he was recruited by 
(Ariel) Paolo Ante, along with 

ur others. One time, he said, 
'Oo, si Paolo ang Master of Initi- 
ation,” said the witness, who 
claimed he and Mendez “moved 
in the same circles" and were 
“close like brothers.” 


Ante, the former head of the 
NCPAG student council, is be- 
lieved to have recruited 
Mendez, a council member; in- 
to the fraternity. The witness 
claimed he had trained the 
two as councilors. 

He added that Mendez's last. 
text message was sent at 9:15 
p.m. on Aug. 24, three days be- 
fore the latter was taken to the 
Veterans Memorial Medical 
Center, where he was declared 
dead on arrival. An autopsy re- 
port showed the victim had 
been beaten up badly. 

“He (Cris) said he was with 
Paolo Ante, along with several 
others, in a watering hole in ИР 
He also said ‘Tm joining Rhosig 
(Sigma Rho), please pray for 
me," the witness told the NBI. 

"At one point, he asked me 
he should still join the fraterni- 
ty" the witness added. “I told 
him ‘Why are you asking me? 
Would my opinion matter?’ His 
answer was, ‘Didn’t 1 tell you, 
whatever I start, I will finish. 
There's no turning back.” 

Lawyer Romulo Asis, chief of 
the NBI Anti-Terrorism Division 
tasked to handle the case, said 
the witness' testimony is a wel- 
come development since he was 
the first to say that Mendez 
joined the fraternity and went 
through initiation rites. 


City. 


are enrolled. 


ed the stickers. 


Mendez, a student of the UP 
National College of Public Ad- 
ministration and Governance, 
was believed to have joined the 
Sigma Rho before his death. 
(See related story on this 


STICKERS SEEKING JUSTICE 
for public administration stu- 
dent Cris Anthony Mendez 
which also bore Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile's criticism of the 
‘Sigma Rho fraternity were post- 
ed yesterday in buildings on the 
University of the Philippines 
campus in Diliman, Quezon 


The stickers were posted 
mostly near the main library 
and other buildings, particular- 
ly the Colleges of Law and Engi- 
neering, where many of the fra- 
ternitys officers and members 


"Justice delayed is justice de- 
nied. Justice for Cris Mendez,” 
and “My fratemity has become а 
training ground for thugs and 
killers—Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, 
Sigma Rho alumnus,” were the 
messages printed on the stickers. 
Students told the Inquirer 
that they had no idea who post- 


declared dead on arrival. 


page.) He was brought to a hos- 
pital on Aug. 27 where he was 


Mendez's body bore numerous 
bruises on the arms and legs. 
Last week, Ramon Magsaysay 
awardee and former Senate 
President Jovito Salonga re- 
signed from the fraternity to 
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UP Diliman campus blooms with justice’ posters 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


“sen JUAN PONCE ENRILE 
Ep ALUMNUS 


ELRYED 


IS JUSTICE DENIED 
WSTICE FOR CHRIS MENDEZ 
КЕПЕ DELAYED 


и TE DENIED 


protest Mendez's death. Several 
high ranking government offi 
cials, including Enrile, are also 
members. 

Meanwhile, UP vice chancel- 
lor for scudent affairs Elizabeth 
Enriquez told the Inquirer that 
the probe being conducted by 
the university into the incident 


‘SAMPLE of poster calling for justice for slain University of the Philippines student Cris Anthony Mendez. 
No one knows who put up the posters. 


JoaoNDoC 


is still ongoing. 

“The UP Diliman Legal Office 
is handling the preliminary in- 
vestigation. This entails the de- 
termination of the possible ad- 
ministrative charges that will be 
filed against those students who 
have been preventively sus- 
pended,” Enriquez said. 


PNCC workers to seek court action on planned takeover of subsidiary 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


WORRIED ABOUT LOSING 
their jobs, around 1,000 work- 
ers of the government-owned 
pine National Construc- 

n Corporation (PNCC) are 
planning to go to court to stop a 
private contractor from taking 
over the Philippine Skyway Cor- 


COA asks... 


From page AI7 


Zosa added that several other 
city officials were also liable for 
the disbursement of the money. 

They included former Mayor 
Lito Atienza for approving the or- 
dinance creating the Epsa, former 
vice mayor and city council pre- 
siding officer Danilo Lacuna who 
approved the transaction, city 
council secretary Rodolfo Lapid 
who certified that the expenses 
were lawful and necessary, city 
accountant Gloria Quilantang 
who attested to the completeness 
and propriety of supporting docu- 
ments and city budget officer Ali- 
cia Moscya. 

In an interview with the Inou- 
ER, Veloso confirmed he had re- 
ceived the money, although he 
defended the Epsa. 

"There nothing wrong with it. 
My talent fee is even bigger than 
the amount I received,” Veloso, 
who is also an actor, said. “It is a 
big help to us councilors. Because 
of our meager salaries, most of us 
end up spending our own money 
to help people who come to us,” 
he added. 


poration (PSC) by the end of 
the year. 

“We will exhaust all possible 
measures. We are now looking 
for a corporate legal lawyer 
who will help us file an applica- 
tion for a temporary restraining 
order to stop the takeover,” 
Apollo Ado said. 

The 10-year-old PSC, a sub- 


ways. 


DIRECTOR GENERAL OSCAR 
Calderon, Philippine National 
Police (PNP) chief, is retiring 
next month. 

There are three PNP officers 
who are candidates to succeed 
him but the frontrunner as of 
this moment is Deputy Director 
General Avelino “Sonny” Ra- 
zon, deputy chief for adminis- 
tration. 

Razon is one of three PNP of- 
ficers who hold the three-star 
rank. The others are Reynaldo 
Varilla, chief of the National 
Capital Region Police Office 
(NCRPO), and Jesus Versoza, 
deputy chief for operations. 

Razon and Varilla are mem- 
bers of Philippine Military 
Academy Class 1974, while Ver- 
soza was with Class 1976. 

The most favored among the 
three for the top post, Razon 
has a well-rounded career pat- 
tern—from platoon leader in 
Sulu in the 1970s, chief of the 
elite Special Action Force, and 
NCRPO chief. 

Calderon, of PMA Class 
1973, is the most clueless, in- 


On 
TARGET 


Ramon 
Tulfo 


sources said, 


loving father. 


President. 


sidiary of the PNCC, operates 
the Skyway. The PNCC is an at- 
tached agency of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and High- 


Ado, president of the PSC 
employees union, said that Cit- 
ra Metro Manila 
Corp.'s takeover of the Skyway 
operations would force them 


But even that reputation is 
doubtful as he and my brother 
Raffy were habitués of bars 
and girlie joints. 

Calderon was chosen for 
the top post because he is re- 
portedly a blood relation of 
President Macapagal- Arroyo. 

But that was not the consid- 
eration as GMA doesn't care 
about blood relations. Interi- 
or Secretary Ronaldo Puno 
recommended him to the 
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Did а signage make your day? 

Garbage dumped on your strest unmake 
your day? 

‘Street diggings forever on the street where 
you live? 

Ате you up tn arms against the 
demolition of an ancestral house? 

Амоа by a little-known barangay projoot 
‘with a big positive impact in your 
community? 

Got stuok in potholes? 

Fed up with cussing and feuding neighbors? 
Is there an everyday role model in your 
neighborhood? 
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Of inefficiency and sincerity 
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efficient and do-nothing chief 
of the PNP and its predeces- 
sor, the Philippine Constabu- 
lary according to several of 
my sources in Camp Crame. 
His only saving grace, my 
his image of 
being a faithful husband and 


ed by second-rate leaders? 


of the “great miron,” 


close and personal. 


second-rate NBI chief. 


own business. 


Mantaring doesnt 
what his agents are doing. 


out of work. He added that dur- 
ing negotiations with CMMTC, 
the private contractor, no provi- 
sion was made for their absorp- 
tion by the new management. 
“They told us that they would 
just choose who they would 
hire and that they would be 
bringing in their own people. 
What about the members of our 


Calderon owes his position 
more to Puno than to his be- 
ing a relative (kuno) of the 
President, my sources said. 


Why is it that the foremost 
law enforcement agencies in 
the country—the PNP and the 
National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (NBD—are currently head- 


I covered the law enforce- 
ment and military beats for 
many years and should, there- 
fore, qualify for the “position” 

ап out- 
sider looking in. I have seen 
heads of the defunct Philippine 
Constabulary, PNP and NBI up 


In my book, Nestor Mantar- 
ing cannot even be considered a 


He thinks and acts like he's 
still an ordinary agent, unmind- 
ful of what his colleagues are 
doing. An NBI agent minds his 


know 


Example: Mantaring is not 
even informed by subordinates 


union?” Ado said during a rally 
at the PSC office near SM Bicu- 
tan in Parafiaque City. 

He added that even PSC su- 
pervisors and security guards 
and not only the rank-and-file 
would be affected by the 
change in management. 

Ado claimed that the PNCC 
and the CMMTC had agreed to 


when they raid stores in 
Baclaran and Divisoria. Those 
raids are allegedly shakedowns. 

1 have it on good authority 
that the NBI director wants to 
retire so he can practice law. 

Undersecretary — Antonio 
Villar, chief of Presidential 
Anti-Smuggling Group 
(PASG), passed the sincerity 
test when he kicked out 
personal bodyguards for al- 
legedly conniving with smug- 
glers. 

Returned to their units 
from PASG were three police 
superintendents and опе 
chief inspector. They were on 
loan from the Pangasinan 
PNP to help Villar go after 
smugglers as well as provide 
him security. 

But the provincial cops 
were apparently tempted by 
the lureof easy money offered. 
by smugglers. 

“I couldn't do anything, 
Mon, but to let them go even if 
it hurt me because I have to 
set an example to others,” Vil- 
lar said. 


Children with special 
needs to get help 


By Kristine L. Alave 


THE MANDALUYONG CITY GOVERN- 
ment has established an early inter- 
vention program for children in the 
city's public schools to determine and 
assist those with learning disabilities 
and special needs. 

Mandaluyong City Mayor Benhur 
Abalos yesterday signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement with Rehabilita- 
tion and Empowerment of Adults and 
Children with Handicap Foundation, 
Inc. (REACH) to create "Project Ther- 
apy Education and Assimilation of 
Children with Handicap" (TEACH). 

Abalos said Project TEACH is the 
first in the country. Through the pro- 
gram, children with physical and 


Dip You KNOW 


THE FIRST Jesuits to come to the Philip- 
pines arrived in the country on Sept. 17, 
1581. Fathers Antonio Sedeno and Alon- 
зо Sanchez and Bro. Nicolas Gallardo 
lived temporarily in Lagyo—an area be- 
tween Ermita and Malate in Manila—and 
later moved to Intramuros. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


learning disabilities from poor fami- 
lies can get proper diagnoses and 
therapy at an early age. 

‘The mayor hopes that the children 
who receive therapy early on can ad- 
just to other people and environ- 
‘ments more easily in the future and 
become productive members of the 
society. 

“The City of Mandaluyong recog- 
nizes the need of children with dis- 
abilities to be provided with quality 
therapy, educational and rehabilita- 
tion services to prevent the occur- 
rence of additional disabilities and to 
further enhance present abilities nec- 
essary for independent living," read 
the MoA. 

According to the program's me- 
chanics, teachers and parents of 
young grade school students can avail 
of testing services provided by the 
city government and REACH to deter- 
mine if certain students have special 
needs or learning handicaps. 

Those with disabilities will be re- 
ferred to specialists in the Mandaluy- 
ong City Medical Center. They can al- 
so take special education classes and 
therapy services that REACH and the 
city government will provide. 


undertake the expansion of the 
Bicutan-Alabang portion, on 
the condition that the latter 
would operate the Skyway. 

"Apart from applying for a 
TRO against the agreement, 
we will also hold more rallies 
at the CMMTC office in Orti- 
gas until they listen to us," he 
said. 


METROBRIEFS 


Suicide attempt? 
A GRADE 3 pupil was injured after 
she reportedly jumped off the fourth 
floor of her school in Malate, Mani- 
la, yesterday morning. РОЗ Reynal- 
do Ferrer of the Mania Police Dis- 
trict Station 5 said that the victim, a 
9-year-old student of the Malate 
Catholic School, is now undergoing 
treatment at the Medical Center 
Manila, Investigation showed that 
the incident occurred at 11:15 a.m. 
inside the school compound. Ferrer 
said that some students spotted the 
victim going up on the fourth floor 
and climbing a scaffolding. Accord- 
ing to witnesses, they told the 
young girl not to jump but she ig- 
nored them. Ferrer said that the vic- 
tim's mother declined to give a 
statement to the police 

Allison W. Lopez 


MMDA man loses van 
FIVE armed men took the van of 
Metropolitan Manila Development. 
Authority executive director Angeli- 
to Vergel de Dios at a car wash on 
Visayas Avenue, Quezon City, yes- 
terday morning. According to Paul 
Anthony Calimag, 35, driver of the 
stolen black Hyundai Starex (267. 
711), the vehicle is registered in the 
name of Vergel de Dios’ daughter, 
Czarina Rose, who asked him to 
have the car cleaned. An investiga- 
tion conducted by the Quezon City 
Police District's anticar theft unit 
showed that a few minutes after 
Calimag arrived at the car wash, 
four armed men approached him 
and told him to lie face down at the 
back of the van. Another suspect 
got into the driver's seat while the 
rest got into the vehicle. Calimag 
said the suspects took his personal 
belongings, including his cell phone 
and wallet, and dropped him oft at 
Barangay Talipapa in Novaliches. 
Kenneth M. del Rosario 


Kidnap victims escape 
TWO young Filipino-Chinese busi- 
nessmen and their driver who 
were abducted on a busy street in 
Pasig City on Friday were able to 
escape from their captors on the 
North Luzon Expressway. Supt. 
Ratael Santiago, head of the 
Northern Police District Intelli- 
‘gence and Investigation Division, 
said Vincent Chan, 23, and broth- 
er Robert, 24, were on board their 
car in Barangay Manggahan, 
Pasig City when four men got into 
their vehicle and at gunpoint, or- 
dered their driver to drive toward 
the NLEX. Santiago said the vic- 
tims were able to jump out of the 
car as it slowed down to get a tick- 
et from the toll booth. 

Nancy C. Carvajal 
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OJ. held without bail in Vegas armed robbery 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


TbeW ORLD 


LAS VEGAS—FORMER FOOT- 
ball star ОЈ. Simpson, who was 
acquitted in 1995 of murdering 
his ex-wife, was arrested and 
held without bail on Sunday in 
connection with a suspected 
armed robbery in a Las Vegas ho- 
tel room last week. 

Simpson, 60, was taken into 
eustody at the Palms hotel just 
off the Las Vegas strip on Sunday 
morning without incident and 
booked on suspicion of armed 
robbery, assault with a deadly 
"weapon, conspiracy and bur- 
glary Las Vegas police said. If 
convicted on all charges, Simp- 


О). SIMPSON is escorted from Las Vegas Metropolitan Police offices 
аз heis taken to the Clark County Detention Center in Las Vegas, 


Nevada, on Sept. 16. 


acras 


son could face some three 
decades in behind bars. 

Simpson will be held without 
bail pending a court hearing on 
Thursday Sgt. John Loretto 
said. 

Las Vegas police on Saturday 
night arrested another man they 
believe was with the former star 
athlete during the suspected 
theft of Simpson-related sports 
souvenirs and other items and 
said they were searching for four 
others. 

They also said they seized two 


dent, which was reported by a 
sports memorabilia dealer as an 
armed robbery in his room at the 


Palace Station Hotel & Casino. 

When asked if police believed 
Simpson was wielding a gun, 
Las Vegas Metro Police Lt. Clint 
Nichols told reporters, “We don't 
have any info that would lead us 
to believe he was armed.” 

Representatives for the Palms 
and Simpson's attorney did not 
immediately respond to requests, 
for comment. 

Orenthal James, ог ОЈ, 
‘Simpson, who parlayed his fame 
as an athlete into a career in 
movies and television before the 
murder trial—one of the most 
sensational in US history—end- 
ed his career in Hollywood, pre- 
viously told police and the me- 
dia he did nothing wrong in Las 
Vegas. 

“Tm not walking around feel- 
ing sad or anything. Гуе done 
nothing wrong,” he said in an in- 
terview published in the Los An- 
geles Times on Sunday. 

Simpson told the paper that 
“golfing buddies and some of 
their friends” accompanied him 
to a meeting at the Palace Sta- 
tion Hotel & Casino to help him 
retrieve sports memorabilia, 
personal photos and other items 
he said had been stolen by a for- 
mer sports agent. 

‘Simpson who lives in Miami, 
Florida, said an auctioneer set 


Terrorism case confirms Denmark is a target 


COPENHAGEN, DENMARK—AF- 
ter three terrorism cases in less 
than two years, including an al- 
leged bombing plot broken up 
this month, intelligence officals 
say Denmark is on the front line in 
the battle against islamic terror- 
ism in Europe. 

"Even though we've prevented 
one terrorist attack, we know 
that there are still people in Den 
mark and abroad that have the 
capacity, the will and the ability 


to carry out terrorist attacks in 
Denmark,” Jakob Scharf, the 
head of Danish intelligence, said. 

He was referring to raids on 
Sept. 4 that resulted in the ar- 
rests of eight men; two are still 
in custody on terrorism charges 
and are accused of planning a 
bombing attack. 

Denmark illustrates the power- 
ful interplay between foreign agi- 
tation and domestic discontent. 
‘The country became a target of 


foreign Islamist terrorist groups 
two years ago after a newspaper 
here published cartoons of the 
Prophet Muhammad. At home, 
the children of Mustim immigrants 
complain of job discrimination 
and integration problems, feeding 
the disenchantment of the small 
but growing Muslim population. 
Intelligence officials here and 
in Washington said that at least 
one suspect in the Danish group 
had direct ties to al-Qaida figures. 


"What's coming from this is 
that they are now able to give 
military and terrorist training 
and able to plan and steer spe- 
cific operations in Europe,” 
Scharf said. “Al-Qaida is back.” 

Scharf drew a clear distinc- 
tion between loosely affiliated 
groups drawing inspiration from 
al-Qaida’s ideology and specific 
control of plans for attack. He 
put the new Danish plot in the 
second category. 


ACANNON fires as 


partofthe 


ceremonial shot that. 
ends Muslim’s daily 
fast during the 
Ramadan holiday 
outside Jerusalem's 
Old City on Sept. 16.. 
A peaceful boom, set 
off by a Muslim and a. 
Jew, echoed through 
Jerusalem's Old City 
Sunday night, ending 
the daily fast during. 
‘the Muslim Ramadan 


holy month. 


Undercover Islamic team in Malaysia 


looking for Muslims flouting Ramadan 


KUALA LUMPUR—AN UNDERCOVER 
Islamic team in Malaysia is on the look- 
ош for Muslims who violate Ramadan 
by eating, drinking or smoking during 
the daytime. 

‘Authorities in Kota Baru, state capi- 
tal of Kelantan, told the New Straits 
‘Times that plainclothes officers would 
spy on food outlets and hand out fines 
of 20 ringgit ($6) to those caught 
cheating during the fasting month. 


^» 


up the meeting with the sellers. 
He said the men in his party 
were unarmed 

“Tm O.J. Simpson. How am 1 
going to think that I'm going to 
rob somebody and get away 
with it?" he said. “You've got to 
understand, this ain't somebody 
going to steal somebody's drugs 
ог something like that. This is 
somebody going to get his pri- 
vate (belongings) back. That's it. 
That's not robbery.” 

After he was acquitted in the 
murders of his former wife 
Nicole Brown Simpson and her 
friend Ron Goldman, a civil 


pu 


court jury found Simpson re- 
sponsible for the deaths and or- 
dered him to pay $33.5 million 
in damages to their families. 
The former National Football 
League star nicknamed "The 
Juice" during his playing days, 
has had other minor brushes 
with police since 1995. 
Simpson's latest legal flap 
comes as Simpson's book "If T 
Did It," which includes a hypo- 
thetical account of his ex-wife's 
murder, was hitting store 
shelves. The book is No. 2 on 
Amazon.com's bestseller list. 
Reuters 
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THE MOST AWAITED FIGHT IS ON! 


During Ramadan, which began 
last week, observant Muslims ab- 
stain from eating, smoking and sex 
from dawn to dusk. 

“This is the first бте the council is 
taking this action as we have received 
numerous complaints about those 
who eat openly during the fasting pe- 
riod,” city council public relations di- 
rector Azman Mohd Daham said. 

Muslim food outlets will be 


slapped with 500 ringgit ($144) 
fines for violating a directive to re- 
main closed until 3 p.m., he said. 
Kelantan is the only Malaysian 
state governed by the fundamental- 
ist Islamic opposition party, PAS. 
Last year it triggered a furor by in- 
troducing fines for women who 
‘work in shops and restaurants wear- 
ing revealing clothes such zs mini- 
skirts orsee-through blouses. AFP 


Swedish PM, media rally behind 
journalists who got death threats 


STOCKHOLM—SWEDEN'S PRIME 
minister on Sunday appealed for 
calm following an al-Qaida death 
warrant on two journalists for a car- 
toon portraying the Prophet 
Muhammad as a dog and threats to 
attack top Swedish firms. 

Cartoonist Lars Vilks said he could 
die any time as he was getting old af- 
ter al-Qaida extremists in Iraq offered 
up to $150,000 to anyone who slit his 
throat and also to kill journalist Ulf Jo- 
hansson for publishing the caricature. 

“We must not give in,” Vilks was 
quoted as saying in the Dagens Ny- 
heter daily which republished the 
cartoon in small format on Sunday. 

Sweden's Prime Minister Fredrik 
Reinfeldt on Sunday sought to defuse 
tensions and urged “reflection” after 
talks with local Islamic leaders. 


“We are appealing for calm, we are 
appealing for reflection, we reject 
these calls to violence and we reject 
any attempts to aggravate the situa- 
tion,” the conservative leader said. 

He underscored Sweden's com- 
mitment to freedom of speech and 
expression—echoing the local me- 
dia on Sunday which solidly backed 
the two embattled journalists 

‘A group calling itself the Islamic 
State of Iraq, otherwise known as al- 
Qaida in Iraq, also put $50,000 on 
the head of Johansson, editor in chief 
of the Nerikes Allehanda newspaper 
which published the caricature. 

‘The group has threatened to strike 
at top Swedish firms such as telecom 
major Ericsson, truckmaker Scania, 
car firm Volvo, furniture company 
Ikea and Electrolux if the country's 


“crusaders” did not offer an apology. 
‘Swedish media condemned the 
threats, issued through the Internet on 
Saturday in the form of a statement in 
the name of the group’s purported 
leader, Sheikh Abu Omar al-Baghdadi. 
“We live in a country where freedom 
of expression is not dictated by funda- 
mentalists, nor by governments," 
wrote Dagens Nyheter chief editor 
Thorbjoern Larsson in an editorial, 
“Dagens Nyheter has already pub- 
lished the cartoon. To me, publish- 
ing it was the obvious thing to do." 
The cartoon featuring the Prophet 
Muhammad's head on a dog's body 
was originally published in Nerikes 
lehanda on Aug. 18 and immedi- 
ately provoked protests by Muslims 
in the western town of Oerebro, 
wherethepaperisbased. АЕР 
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Thai plane crash kills 89; 41 survive 


PHUKET, THAILAND—SUCHEEP PANETUNG WEPT AS 
she stood in an auditorium at Phuket airport, staring at the 
dozens of bodies wrapped in white plastic laid out nearby. 


АТНА! rescuer looks through the wreckage of a crashed One-Two-Go Airlines plane on the 


side of a runway in Phuket, Thailand, on Sept. 17. The plane carrying 123 passengers anda 


seven-man crew from Bangkok crashed on the reso 


land of Phuket, killing at least 89 


people, including 55 foreigners, an airline official said. 


She wondered which corpse was 
that of a work colleague which she 
would have to retrieve and deliver 
to distraught relatives in the Thai 
capital Bangkok. 

^1 hope that I can collect his body 
today” she said through tears, as she 
and other friends and relatives of peo- 
ple aboard a Thai airliner that crashed 
on this holiday island got to grips with 
the task of identifying the dead. 

“But then I don’t know what to do 
with it. I have to wait for his family 
to arrive." 

The MD-83 jet carrying 123 pas- 
sengers and seven crew crashed on 
landing in driving rain here Sunday, 
breaking in two and slamming in 
flames into a wooded embankment. 

Authorities said 89 people were 
killed, including 55 foreigners, 
while the other 41 survived and 
were being treated. 

On Monday, overwhelmed emer- 
gency workers who had laid out the 
bodies in the airport auditorium late 
Sunday slowly placed them into 
coffins and loaded them onto trucks. 

Families and forensic workers stood 
under the harsh glare of TV lights, as 
the rain continued to pour down, 

Elsewhere, survivors lay in hospi- 
tal beds around the island, wonder- 
ing why they were saved and griev- 
ing for those who failed to escape 
from the blazing wreckage of the 
One-Two-Go jet. 

“Why was I lucky? Because I was. 
wearing this Buddhist amulet," 
Parinyawich Chusaeng, who es- 


caped with only cuts and minors 
burns, explained. 

Canadian tourist Millie Furlong, 
23, said she escaped after the man 
sitting behind her and boyfriend 
kicked open an emergency exit. 

“You don't have time to think or 
be scared or anything. The flames 
came so quick, and there was 
smoke so you couldn't see anything. 
Ttwas just smoke," she said. 

She made it out with only minor 
injuries but her boyfriend Chatri 
Suksawas, 26, suffered smoke in- 
halation because he stayed behind 
to help others escape the inferno. 

Hospitals filled with friends and 
relatives waiting for news on sur- 
vivors who underwent surgery dur- 
ing the night. 

“He's alive and that’s good to 
start with, But he's been burned and 
broken his arm,” said Sten Jenson, 
whose Australian business partner 
Robert Borland managed to escape. 

Emergency workers fought to clear 
debris from the runway, leaving hun- 
dreds of stranded passengers inside 
the terminal building waiting for news 
оп when they might be able to leave. 

Dozens boarded buses headed to 
the airport in the neighboring 
province of Krabi, where they hoped 
to catch flights to Bangkok, but many 
chose to wait it out instead, sitting on 
piles of luggage around the terminal. 

Some One-Two-Go passengers 
tried to get seats on other airlines. 

“Tm too scared to fly with One- 
‘Two-Go,” said Orawan Kaenkaew, 


VIRTUALLY UNSCATHED: 
Canadian Millie Furlong, 23. — ssures. 
who was with four other women 
trying to get to Bangkok. 

“We're going to try to get to other 
airports in Surat Thani or Hat Yai 
and fly back from there.” 

Underneath signs flashing “De- 
layed” for every flight, honeymoon- 
ers Pavlos and Sarah Christoforou 
from Cyprus said they were trying 
to make ће most of their time stuck 
on Phuket. 

"We have to catch a connecting 
flight in Bangkok to Dubai, and 
then to Nicosia, but now we don't 
know when we will be leaving," 
Sarah Christoforou said, sitting on 
their luggage. 

“But the airline paid for us to stay 
at a country club last night, so we 
spent the evening atthe spa.” AFP 


WonubBues World should brace for possible war over Iran —France 


Fewer sodas 


in US schools 
WASHINGTON—US school vend- 
ing machines are stocked with 
fewer high-calorie soft drinks to- 
day because some states have 
banned the sale of sodas on cam- 
pus and the beverage industry is 
phasing in healthier drinks, ac- 
cording to an industry report. The 
findings being released Monday 
are in the industry's first report 
card since agreeing in May 2006 
to pull nondiet soft drinks from 
‘the vast majority of public and pri- 
vate schools over the next three 
years. Nondiet soda accounted for 
32 percent of the drinks for sale at 
schools during the 2006-07 
school year. In 2004, it was 47 
percent. 


After 3-day Internet 


binge, Chinese dies 
BEIJING—A Chinese man 
dropped dead after playing Inter- 
net games for three consecutive. 
days, state media said on Monday 
as China seeks to wean Internet 
addicts offline. The man from the. 
southern boomtown of 
Guangzhou, aged about 30, died 
on Saturday after being rushed to 
the hospital from the Internet café, 
local authorities were quoted by 
the Beijing News as saying. "Ро- 
lice have ruled out the possibility 
of suicide," the newspaper said, 
adding that exhaustion was the 
most likely cause of death. It did 
not say what game he was play- 
ing. Reuters. 


Police dump bodies 


of mob victims in river 
NEW DELHI—Police in India 
threw the bodies of 10 men beat- 
en to death by villagers on suspi- 
cion of robbery into a river in- 
stead of cremating them, alleged- 
ly to save money, reports said 
Monday. Police in the crime- 
racked eastern state of Bihar had 
been instructed to cremate the 
bodies after authorities decided 
against handing over the victims 
to their relatives on grounds of 
law and order, The Hindu news- 
paper reported. Eight bodies 
were found floating in the Ganges 
river, where dogs and vultures 
were feeding on them, the report 
said. The top administrative offi- 
cial of Vaishali district, where the 
lynching took place, and a senior 
police official were transferred 
Sunday over the disposal of bod- 
ies. AFP. 


АР 


PARIS—THE WORLD SHOULD 
"brace for a possible war over the 
Iranian nuclear crisis but seeking a 
solution through talks should take 
priority, French Foreign Minister 
Bemard Kouchner said on Sunday. 
“We have to prepare for the 
worst, and the worst is war," ће 
said in an interview broadcast 
on French television and radio. 
“We must negotiate right to 
the end” with Iran, he said, but 
underlined that if Tehran pos- 
sessed an atomic weapon, it 
would represent “a real danger 


for the whole world.” 

Calling the nuclear standoff 
“the greatest crisis” of present 
times, the minister said: “We 
will not accept that the bomb is 
manufactured,” and hinted that 
military plans were on the way. 

“We are trying to put in place 
plans which are the privilege of 
chiefs of staff and that is not for 
tomorrow," he said but stressed 
that although any attack on Iran 
was far from taking place, "It is 
normal for us to plan" for any 
eventuality. 


Mammotb manure, 


prehistoric goo may 
speed warming 


DUVANNY YAR, RUS- 
sia—Sergei Zimov bends 
down, picks up a handful of 
treacly mud and holds it up to 
his nose. It smells like a cow 
pat, but he knows better. 

“It smells like mammoth 
dung," he says. 

This is more than just anoth- 
er symptom of global warming. 

For millennia, layers of ani- 
mal waste and other organic 
matter left behind by the crea- 
tures that used to roam the 
Arctic tundra have been 
sealed inside the frozen per- 
mafrost. Now, climate change 
is thawing the permafrost and 
lifting this prehistoric ooze 
from suspended animation. 

But Zimov, a scientist who 
for almost 30 years has stud- 
ied climate change in Russia's 
Arctic, believes that as this or- 
ganic matter becomes ex- 
posed to the air it will accel- 
erate global warming faster 
than even some of the most 
pessimistic forecasts. 

“This will lead to a type of 
global warming which will be 
impossible to stop,” he said. 

When the organic matter left 
behind by mammoths and oth- 
ег wildlife is exposed to the air 
by the thawing permafrost, his 
theory runs, microbes that have 
been dormant for thousands of 
years spring back into action. 

Аз a by-product they emit 
carbon dioxide and—even 
more damaging in terms of 
its impact on the di- 
mate—methane gas. 


According to Zimoy, the 
microbes are going to start 
emitting these gases in enor- 
mous quantities. 

Here in Yakutia, a region in 
the north-eastern corner of 
Siberia, the belt of per- 
mafrost containing the mam- 
moth-era soil covers an area 
roughly the size of France 
and Germany combined. 

There is even more of it 
elsewhere in Siberia, 

“The deposits of organic 
matter in these soils are so gi- 
запіс that they dwarf global 
oil reserves,” Zimov said. 

US government statistics 
show mankind emits about sev- 
enbillion tons of carbon a year. 

“Permafrost areas hold 500 
billion tons of carbon, which 
can fast turn into greenhouse 
gases," Zimov said. 

"If you don’t stop emissions 
of greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere ... the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol (an international pact 
aimed at reducing green- 
house emissions) will seem 
like childish prattle." 

It might be easy to dismiss 
the 52-year-old as an alarmist 
crank. But his theory is grab- 
bing attention in the scientif- 
ic community. 

"There's quite a bit of truth 
init,” Julian Murton of the In- 
ternational Permafrost Asso- 
ciation, said, 

“The methane and carbon 
dioxide levels will increase as 
а result of permafrost degra- 
dation.” Reuters 


In Washington, US Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates took a 
more muted approach on Sun- 
day. 

^T will tell you that I think the 
administration believes at this 
point that continuing to try and 
deal with the Iranian threat 
through diplomatic and eco- 
nomic means is by far the 
preferable approach,” he said. 

Kouchner, meanwhile, said 
France wanted the European 
‘Union to prepare sanctions against 
Iran, outside the ambit of the UN 


Security Council, to force Tehran 
to forsake its nuclear ambitions. 

“We have decided that while 
negotiations are continuing ... to 
prepare eventual sanctions out- 
side the ambit of UN sanctions. 
Our good friends, the Germans, 
suggested that," he said. 

The foreign minister also said 
leading French companies such 
as Total and Gaz de France had 
been urged not to undertake 
new work or contracts in Iran. 

Tehran vehemently denies 
Western allegations it is seeking 


an atomic weapon, saying its 
nuclear drive is aimed at pro- 
viding electricity for a growing 
population whose fossil fuels 
will one day run out. 

The five permanent Security 
Council members—Britain, Chi- 
na, France, Russia and the United 
States—plus Germany are due to 
meet to discuss a new draft UN 
resolution on sanctions against 
Iran on Sept. 21 in Washington. 

* do not fear revealing this 
secret. I think the president 
wants this as well," he said. AFP 


Iraq’s sectarian strife displaces 
both Sunnis and Shiites alike 


BAGHDAD—IRAQIS HAVE CON- 
tinued to flee their homes 
throughout the American troop 
increase, which began early this 
year, and despite assurances that 
it is becoming safe to return, un- 
crossable lines have been left in 
Iraqi minds and neighborhoods. 

Schools, hospitals and mu- 
nicipal buildings are quickly 
losing their diversity. 

Part of the sensitivity comes 
from trauma inflicted by Sad- 
dam Hussein's government. 

‘The segregation is reshaping 
the structure of families: In 


Sharchiya, a mostly Shiite 
neighborhood in central Bagh- 
dad, only about five percent of 
the marriage contracts he regis- 
ters are for mixed-sect couples, 
down from about 50 percent be- 
fore the war, the judge said. 

‘The patterns started to form in 
2005, when militants began 
pushing Iraqis out oftheir houses. 

In a survey of 200 displaced 
Shiite families living in Karbala, 
а southern city, researchers 
from Al Amal, an organization 
that assists the displaced, found 
that 60 percent were unable to 


take their furniture or belong- 
ings when they fled. 

Jost everything in one mo- 
ment,” said Rossel, the eldest 
daughter in the Muhammad fam- 
ily, who were displaced in Decem- 
ber. “I don't know who I am now. 
Tm somebody different." 

"They are educated people, and 
they say they do not want revenge. 
But typical of those who are left 
from Iraq's reasonable middle, the 
Muhammads have been hardened 
toward others by violence, and 
they have been forced to feel their 
sectarian identity. NYT 


Bush to nominate US judge 


WASHINGTON—PRESIDENT 
George W. Bush has settled on 
retired federal judge Michael 
Mukasey as his choice to re- 
place outgoing Attorney Gen- 
eral Alberto Gonzales, people 
familiar with the selection 
process said on Sunday. 

‘The nomination of Mukasey, 
considered a law-and-order con- 
servative and authority on nation- 
al security issues, was expected on 
Monday, according to the sources, 
who asked not to be named. 

A senior Republican aide said 
that background materials 
about the retired 66-year-old ju- 
rist were distributed to Senate 
Republican staffers, in prepara- 
tion for Mukasey's anticipated 
Senate confirmation hearing. 

The aide said Bush seemed to 
turn to Mukasey after Senate 
Democratic Leader Harry Reid 


vice Attorney General 


GONZALES wipes a away a tear 
during his farewell ceremony on 
Sept. 14. т 


vowed last week to block anoth- 
er potential top nominee, former 
US Solicitor General Theodore 
Olson, as too partisan. 
Democratic Sen. Charles 
‘Schumer of New York, who led 
the drive to force Gonzales out, 


Gonzales 


said Mukasey has the potential to 
become a consensus nominee. 

"While he is certainly conserva- 
tive, Judge Mukasey seems to be 
the kind of nominee who would 
put rule of law first and show inde- 
pendence from the White House,” 
‘Schumer said in a statement. 

“For sure, we'd want to ascer- 
tain his approach on such im- 
portant and sensitive issues as 
wiretapping and the appoint- 
ment of US attorneys, but he's a 
lotbetter than some ofthe other 
names mentioned." 

If confirmed by the Senate, 
Mukasey would replace Gonzales, 
‘who resigned last month, effective 
on Monday Gonzales quit after 
months of Democratic and some 
Republican lawmakers challenged 
his truthfulness and ability to do 
his job as the chief US law enforce- 
‘ment officer. Reuters 
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FAR Eastern's Вей Cervantes (left) swipes the ball away from UST mainstay Dylan Ababou in 


yesterday's playoff at the Araneta Coliseum. 


Tigers 


AUGUSTDRACHUL 


show 


angs at last 


Maul Tams to grab No. 4 slot 


By Mysong R. Castillo 


PLAYING WITH THE DESIRE THAT IT 
didn't show twice before, the Santo 
Tomas Growling Tigers kept alive their 
dreams of a basketball championship re- 
peat in the UAAP. 

The Tigers broke away from the Far Eastern 
Tamaraws in a span that bridged the second 
and third periods yesterday for an 80-69 victo- 
ry before a boisterous Big Dome crowd. 

The win gave the Santo Tomas the No. 4 
seeding in the semifinals 

A varying defensive blanket thrown by the 
Tigers dumbfounded 
the Tamaraws, their 
erstwhile masters in 
two elimination- 
round games, as San- 
to Tomas put itself 
back in the very posi- 


the second quarter. 

Up next for Santo Tomas is the loser of an- 
other playoff game today between Ateneo and 
La Salle. (See related story on A22) 

Jarencio and his gutsy gang also qualified as 
the No. 4 seed last year, pulling out two victo- 
ries over the top-seeded Warriors before nip- 
ping Ateneo, 2-1, in the best-of-three Finals. 

The scores: 

UST 88 Cuz 17, Esci 12, Miza 11, Ababou 11, Cuan 8, 
Cortez B, Tyr 7, Carias 6, Dizon 0, Alera 0. 

FEU 69—Cenantes 17, Baracael 15, Sanga 9, Ramos 8, 
Саноо 8, Femandez 4, Aaring 3, Adolfo 3, Cabagnot 2, AlS- 
o0 Kruste O, Barroca 0. 

Carters: 17-19, 39-25, 6943, 0-69 


tion it was in when it 
pulled off a surprise 
title run last year. 

‘The Tigers were 
coming off a 73-84 
defeat to the Tama- 
raws last Thursday. 

And the Santo 
Tomas offense 
hummed on all cylin- 
ders, with top MVP 
candidate Jervy Cruz 
leading the way with 
17 points and 14 re- 
bounds and three 
others chipping in 
with 11 or more. 

Crafty forward Reil 
Cervantez led the 
Tamaraws with 17 
points. 

“Thats what this 
team is capable of 
playing,” coach Pido 
Jarencio told the IN- 
quien, "We didnt 
have that intensity 
when we lost (on 
Thursday). 

“If we continue to 
play this way, I guess 
you can say that we 
are a very dangerous 
team.” 

Cruz scored 13 of 
his output in the first 
two periods and skip- 
per Anthony Espiritu 
added five of his 12 
and Dylan Ababou 
seven of his 11 in the 
second quarter as the 
Tigers overhauled а 
two-point first quar- 
ter deficit to zoom to 
239.25 halftime lead. 

The UST defense 
—which was some- 
times a man-to-man, 
a floating 2-3 zone 
and а һайошт 
press—also held the 
‘Tamaraws to a sea- 
son-low six points in 


ford.com.ph 
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BRAND NEW TRAILER BED 


BLDG. 1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL. NOS: (047) 25: 
SUBIC BAY FREEFORT, PHILIPPINES (02) 711-5270 * CEL NOS: (0917) 7262824 * (0917)8187000 
i neers.net 


Powerful. Tough. Exceptional vehicles at impressive deals. Drive one home now with big cash savings and low downpayments Call 889-FORD (3673) for more details. 
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Eagles, Archers dispute 
2nd place, bonus today 


If TOOK NORMAN BLACK 
and the rest of his Ateneo 
squad a long time to come out 
of their locker room that fate- 
ful Saturday night, when they 
blew a golden chance to nail 
down the No. 2 slot in the 
UAAP basketball semifinals. 


“The good thing about it is that we still 
have a shot at it, though the road to the Fi- 


GAME TODAY 

(Araneta Coliseum) 

3pm—ta Sale 
Ys Ateneo 


Cubao. 


after a 14-0 sweep of the elims. 


nals has suddenly become tougher,” Black 


told sportswriters. “We just didn't come out 


to play tonight. 


‘The National U Bulldogs downed the Ea- 
gles in overtime, 96-88, Saturday to send 
Ateneo into today’s playoff with arch rival 
La Salle for the precious No. 2 position, 
which comes with a twice-to-beat bonus in 
the playoff for the second championship 


berth. 


“I warned them that we only beat NU by 
one point (in the first round)," Black said. “I 
warned them to come and play (and they 
didn’t). We paid the price and we have to do 


Confidence boost 


itthe hard way" 
The hard way 
means Ateneo get- 
ting past La Salle a 
third time this sea- 
son in their 3 p.m. 
duel today at the Araneta Coliseum in 


National's upset win sent the Eagles into 
a tie with the Archers for the second-best 
record behind the University of the East 
Warriors, who went straight to the Finals 


Ateneo swept both its elimination-round 


matches with the Archers, although league 
observers say the two victories were not 
convincing enough to give the Eagles an 
overwhelming confidence boost today. 

The loser can still get back into con- 
tention but it has to beat Santo Tomas in a 


knockout duel Thursday to earn another 


crack at the No. 2 slot. 


The Archers go into the march also 
smarting from an 84-92 overtime loss to the 
Warriors last Thursday. Musong R. Castillo 


LASALLE'S JV Casio loses possession under pressure from Ateneo's Jai 
Reyes (left) and Rabeh AI-Hussaini in their first meeting. 


AXUSTDGACUZ 


By Musong R. Castillo 


reels in. 
"The UAAP basketball finals? 
Think again. 


competition. 


DRESSED IN THEIR SCHOOL COLORS, THESE 
“athletes” huddle together right before “game 
time,” punctuating each of these shows of unity 
with their own thunderous battle cries. 

‘And then they break up the huddle, step onto 
the Araneta Coliseum hardwood and get ready to 
perform before а full-packed crowd that can rival 
even the ones a crucial Ateneo-La Salle ballgame 


For one day in the busy UAAP season, the hard- 
wood is covered in tarpaulin, the goal posts are 
removed and basketball players are nowhere to 
be seen. Instead, a different breed of athletes take 
the court—cheerdancers they are called—for 
that annual spectacle called the UAAP cheering 


A huge crowd filled the Big Dome to the rafters 
оп Sunday, cheering for their respective pep 
squads in what has become an institutionalized 
event. Never mind the standings of their respec- 


tive schools in the current basketball season. 

"We spent no less than four months preparing 
for this,” said one La Salle cheerdancer, who was 
so pumped up during final rehearsal in the hall- 
way he forgot to give his name. 

His excitement may have ended up misplaced 
as even the results nearly turned out to be rou- 
tine. Undone perhaps by а slight glitch to open 
their program, the University of Santo Tomas Sal- 
inggawi Dance Troupe lost the crown they had 
worn for five straight years to the UP Pep Squad, 
which pipped UST, 92.66-92.16; to win the title. 

Tt was a dramatic victory for UR which used to 
challenge UST for this annual. 
years of the competition. 

But the victories are not the only one celebrat- 
ed by this tournament. UP's victory underscored 
one thing: the school’s men’s basketball team lan- 
guished in the cellar all season long and wound 
up with a 0-14 card. By that alone, its pep squad 
should have nothing to cheer about. 

No one would've ever noticed UP's basketball 
record with the way its cheerdancers' performed. 

School officials treat the Cheering Competition 


€— 


FLYING FINISH: Members of the victorious UP Pep Squad bring the house down with a powerful routine in Sunday's Samsung Cheer Competition. Aust be ciuz 


Cheers to a hardy breed of athletes 


ywn in the early 


with the same zest as they do their athletic teams. 
Their pep squads also have coaches, utility per- 
sonnel and trainers for injuries. 

‘The only difference nowadays between the 
school's basketball player and cheerdancer is in 
popularity, and where they are during UAAP ball- 
games—the player is on the court and the cheer- 
dancer in the stands. 

Cheerdancers also enjoy scholarships like the 
baliplayer, another road for a student to take if he 
wants to earn a degree from a reputable school. 

The electricity inside the Big Dome was so 
thick you couldn't 
Each pep squad was greeted with raucous ova- 
tion when it stepped onto the floor. 

Lines of students who queued at the entrances 
stretched to the streets and tickets sold like hot- 
cakes. Scalpers enjoyed a heyday. The P250 pa- 
tron seat sold for as high as P3,000 and the P100 
Upper A ticket went for P500. 

"This event definitely defines the UAAR” said 
Santo Tomas’ Felicitas Francisco, the secretary- 
treasurer of the 70th UAAP “Winning this event is 
like winning a sports event per se.” 


through it with a knife. 


1 AGREE WITH PSC CHAIR WILLIAM 
“Butch” Ramirez who broached the idea 
of reviving the mothballed Philippine 
National Games. 

The integrated, Olympicstyle, multi- 
sports national competition caters to 
and hamesses the vast potentials of all 
athletes in the community. 

“Ifyou ask me, I think the PNG should 
be revived,” Ramirez told INQUIRER's 
June Navarro in a recent in terview. 

A centerpiece of the government's 
physical fitness and sports development. 
program, the PNG was last held їп 1977 
іп Cebu City. The only other PNG meets 
were held in 1994 and 1996. 

The PNG was envisioned to promote. 
sports activities at the grassroots level 
and spur the development of elite ath- 
letes for international competitions un- 
der the aegis of the Philippine Sports 
Commission. 

Bur sadly, the PNG did not produce 
heroes in the mold of Lydia de Vega, 
Mansueto “Onyok” Velasco and Eugene 
Torre 

President Fidel V Ramos launched the. 
PNG in 1994. It was organized by the 


Why the PNG sl should be revived 


CLEAN LiviNG 


GE 

EN 
PSC through the initiative and vision of 
then commissioner Celso Dayrit. How- 
ever, changes in the PSC leadership led 
to its untimely demise. 

Held once every two years, the PNG 
welcomed all eligible Filipino athletes. 
According to Dayrit, the PNG is not like 
the Palarong Pambansa and other 
school-based competitions, which are 
only for students, or the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines “Little Olympics,” which 
are only for the military. 

‘The PNG includes ай sports that Fil- 
ipinos play in the Southeast Asian 
Games, the Asiad and in the 
Olympics. It is also designed for 
"provincebased" ^ representations 
where athletes represent their 
province or city unlike that of the 


Manolo 
R. R. Iñigo —— 


Palarong Pambansa where athletes 
represent a geographical region. 

Compared to other major sporting 
events, the PNG is bigger and wider in 
scope and operates as the country’s 
Olympicstyle games since mostly 
Olympic events are in its calendar. 

Everybody is given the chance to 
participate, said Dayrit in his book 
“The Olympic Movement in the 
Philippines.” 

Even an aspiring athlete from the 
countryside is given the same oppor- 
tunity to compete against seasoned 
athletes. The level of competition is 
relatively moderate to high. All partic- 
ipants are encouraged to train harder 
and aim higher in keeping with the 
Olympic motto of Citius, Altius, For- 
tius (Faster, Higher, Stronger). 

‘The PNG is similar to the national 
games of China, host of next year's 
Olympics, South Korea and Indone- 
sia, to name а few. 

For his part, Ramirez said he is sup- 

porting Executive Order 651 which 
called for the strengthening of the 
PSC' grassroots development pro- 


gram by implementing the instruc- 
tions of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘The PSC chair added that he is di- 
recting the newly created Philippine 
Sports Institute to serve as lead orga- 
nization in implementing EO 651. He 
said the PSC is creating a task force 
which he will chair with a representa- 
tive from the Philippine Olympic 
‘Committee acting as co-chair. 

MISCELLANY. I hope Tm wrong, but 
is it crue that there is trouble brewing in 
the Billiards and Snooker Congress of the 
Philippines? How come the BSCP is not 
sending the very best team to the SEA 
Games in December in Bangkok? ...Be- 
lated birthday greetings to former Rep. 
Сопсоу Chavez, a longtime and ез- 
teemed friend from way way back 
Looking fit and trim, Concoy celebrated 
his 75th birth anniversary at his sprawl- 
ing Ayala Alabang homes with relatives, 
golf buddies and pals, including POC 
president Peping Cojuangco, former Rep. 
Rudy Albano, Gus Villanueva, editor-in- 
chief of the Journal Group of publica- 
tions; and this comer and his wife. 
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Artadi now a Gin King after 


feud with P'foods coaches 
PAUL ARTADI, THE ONCE PROMISING 
point guard out of the University of the 
East, yesterday found his way to Barangay 
Ginebra from Purefoods after a deal that al- 
so involved Air21 and two more players. 

The 5-foot-9 former first round selec- 
tion, who had a falling out with the Pure- 
foods coaching staff, was dealt away for 
practically nothing in exchange. 

Ginebra coach Jong Uichico sald they 
gave up reliable swingman Jec Chia and 
Paolo Hubalde to the Express, who in turn 
got Artadi and dealt him to the Gin Kings. 

The Commissioner's Office was still un- 
aware of the trade and Purefoods coach 
Ryan Gregorio and team manager Alvin 
Patrimonio would not return сай. 

Ginebra now has four crack guards in its 
roster, counting starting quarterback Jay- 
Jay Helterbrand, former MVP Johnny 
Abarrientos and rookie Маску Escalona. 

Meanwhile, San Miguel got 27 points 
from Danny lidefonso and 20 from Danny 
Seigle in a 127-116 rout of Coca-Cola in à 
pre-season game at the Marikina Sports. 
Complex last night. Musong R. Castillo. 


Football body suspends 


NCRFA over court case 

‘THE PHILIPPINE FOOTBALL FEDERATION 
‘suspended the National Capital Region 
Football Association yesterday for suing 
‘the PFF and its officials in violation of asso- 
ciation and Fifa (Federation internationale 
de Football Association) rules. 

The suspension prevented the NCRFA 
from participating in the PFF extraordinary 
‘congress which was held immediately after 
the board of governors meeting where the 
decision to sack the NCRFA was approved. 

‘The PFF sanction, which will last until 
the next board meeting on Nov. 24, em- 
anated from a Fifa directive to the PFF to 
take disciplinary action against the NCRFA. 
for infringement of its by-laws in seeking 
court action against the association. 


Dimakiling, Engay capture 
Shell Davao chess plums 
UNIVERSITY OF MINDANAO MAINSTAY 
Chito Dimakiling II needed just a draw with 
Jerwell Andoy in the final round to rule the 
juniors division of the Shell National Youth 
Active Chess Championships 2007 Міп- 
danao leg at SM City Davao on Sunday. 

In kiddies play, Danilo Engay Jr. scored 
2.5 points in the last three rounds, includ- 
ing a final-round victory over Alvin Acos to 
bag the crown with 6.5 points. 


LSGH cage camp slated 
THE SECOND MODULE OF THE LA SALLE 
Green Hills Basketball Camp begins on 
Sept. 22 at the school campus gym. 
Basketball-loving kids seven to 17 years 
old can join the camp, which offers three 
courses consisting of eight sessions each 
and held on Saturdays from 1 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at the FMAC in La Salle Green Hills. 
Registration fee is P2300 inclusive of a 
reversible jersey. For inquiries, call 722- 
7717 (direct) or 721-2000 local 718. 


Student-friendly schedules 
THE COACH E BASKETBALL SCHOOL. 
has announced its student-friendly sched- 
ules starting early next month in several 
Metro Manila and provincial venues. 

International Basketball Academy presi- 
dent Xavy Nunag said enrollment inquiries 
will be entertained during office hours at 
631-1195 (teletax) and 0921-7562639. 

Coach E classes are scheduled on Oct. 
16 (San Beda-Alabang), Oct. 17 (The Zone 
in Makati), Oct. 18 (Mt. Malarayat Golf and 
Country Club and University of Batangas) 
and Oct. 19 (Club 650 in Libis). 


NCA 5-stag derby today 
THE SECOND LEG OF NATIONAL COCK- 
ers Association (NCA) 5-Stag Derby series, 
the exclusive duels featuring some of the 
country’s top cockers, takes centerstage 
today at Pasay City Cockpit with the back- 
ing of Sagupaan Complexor 3000. 

‘Today's 70-fight program is hosted by 
boxing hero Manny Pacquiao, Rey Briones 
and Mario Villamor. 

Arman Santos's Jade Resort entry 
‘topped the opening leg last Sept. 4. 

Five stagfests will be presented by NCA 
at the same venue which will serve as basis 
їп selecting the NCA Stagfighter of the Year 
winner, said pit manager Eric dela Rosa. 


I (m 
—Empire Lar 
dy (4), Unang 
Apo (5). Misty 
fe eon me BY TOP CHOICE 

У 
Race 2—(Ort/Ti)—Dark Cape 4), Potchi (2), РІ 
‘ers Magi (7), Just Decision (6) 
Race 3—(Penta/OrVTi}—Scus Missle (1), Dom 
"Per Pink (б). White Princess (2), Shades of 
Red (9) Lady Inday (8) 
Race 4—(Gr/Tr—Money Bank (1), Miata (2), 
Doomstead (6), Matias/You Got i Al (3) 
Race 5—(Penta/ai/Ti}—Ralse A Dancer (7), 
“igor PattyCassy Pages (1), Go Go Eigene 
(now Sowing (S). Hari 2) 

Race $— (ar/ir Nit Orphan (4), Can And Wil 
(7). iron King (8), Celestial (2) 

Race 7. (Pentaor/i - Dont Dance (7), Hep- 
burn (4), Worth Ur While (1), Miss Malabon 
(S). Look of Love (9) 

Race (-— Super &/ür1) Modern Classi (2) 
"Miss Bobon (1). Head Turner (11), Piroutie 
(8) Magic Dancer (7), Do Re M (10) 
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Gabica cops 
9-ball plum 
over Alcano 


POWER-BREAKING 
Antonio Gabica re- 
peated over double 
world champion 
Ronato Alcano, 15-9, 
late Sunday to regain 
the San Miguel Beer 
Philippine 9-Ball 
Open crown at the 
Decagon Hall in Sil- 
vercity Mall at Orti- 
gas Center 

Gabica, the events 

inaugural winner in 

САВІСА 2004, sank the No. 1 

ball using a tough bank shot and then sealed 

the victory and the P500,000 top purse with a 
2.9 combination. 

Gabica’s road to the race-to-15, alternate- 
break finals came after wins over 2006 SMB 
Asian 9-bal tour leg winner Gandy Valle (9-7), 
Асало (9-3) and 2007 BCA Enjoypool.com 9- 
ball champion Dennis Orcollo (9-8). He lost to 
two-time defending champion Francisco 
"Django" Bustamante (9-7) in the fourth 
match of the winners brackets on Saturday. 

The 35-year-old Gabica rebounded by beat- 
ing Carlo Biado, 9-6, in the losers bracket and 
pool maestro Efren "Bata" Reyes, 13-10, in the 
crossover semifinal round Sunday afternoon. 

‘Alcano beat Eduardo Saracho (9-3) in the 
opener before yielding to Gabica. The WPC 9- 
ball and &-ball titlist dominated the losers 
brackets by trouncing 2004 World 9-ball 
champion Alex Pagulayan (9-6), Russian Peti- 
za (9-7), Warren Kiamco (9-7), National Open 
titlist lee Vann Corteza (9-6), and Panfilo 
Damuag (9-6). 

‘Alcano then nipped Bustamante, 13-12, in 
the crossover semis before bowing to Gabica 
and settling for P250,000. Bustamante and 
Reyes earned P100,000 each. 

Та the 2004 inaugural leg of the RP 9-Ball 
Open, Gabica beat Orcollo, 17-6, in the finals 
by taking 11 straight racks. 

Tewas Gabica's first major title this year after 
runner-up finishes in the 2007 US Bar Table 9- 
Ball Championships in Sands Regency Hotel in 
Reno, Nevada, and the 2007 Cebu 9-Ball Open 
Challenge. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


Pacman’s first 12-rounder impresses Roach A 


CEBU CITY—CELEBRATED AMER- 
ican trainer Freddie Roach raised 
both thumbs yesterday after Manny 
Pacquiao cruised through his first 
12-round session at the Rex “Wa- 
kee" Salud gym virtually unscathed 
and wanting for more 

Pacquiao has now spared 80 
rounds in preparation’ for his mam- 
moth rematch with Marco Antonio 
Barrera on Oct. 6 at the Mandalay Bay 
in Las Vegas. 

* was OK, he did great,” said 


Alora, 5 others 
named MVPs 
in Best of Best 


NATIONAL TEAM MAINSTAY AND BAN- 
tamweightlightweight gold medalist 
Elaine Alora of St. Benilde led six players 
who bagged most valuable player honorsin 
the 2007 Samsung Best of the Best National 
‘Taekwondo Championships at the Glorietta 
in Makati over the weekend. 

Elaine is the sister of Asian Games pin- 
weight bronze medalist Kathlyn Eunice. 

Other MVPs in the week-long tourna- 
ment sponsored by Samsung were men's 
finweight champion Edison Bagaipo, also 
of St. Benilde, Jyra Marie Lizardo (junior 
women), Sidney Crispino (junior men), 
Geena Mae Gadit (grade school girls) and 
Edmark Baydo (grade school boys). 

The awardees won Samsung NV3 digi- 
cams each. The event will be telecast on So- 
lar Sports starting at 12 noon on Sept. 22. 

Meanwhile, in one of the best-fought 
matches in the finals on Sunday, Anthony 
John Samia of University of the East beat 
Paul Nikko Dizon of Meycauayan, Bulacan, 
to bag the middleweight gold in the junior 
division. 

‘GRADE SCHOOL WINNERS: (Giris) UFC's Kate de Guz- 
man d. Nueva Ecija's Lance Сайта, 7-0 (Group 1); Region 
‘2's Vanessa Uyanguren d. Antiques Faye Lopez, 6-5 
(Group 2); Montea's Paulina Naguiat d. Antiques 
Stephanie Conchico, 1-0 (Group 3; Braveheart’ Devorah 
‘Nacar d, Olympia's Regine Lumbo, 7-5 (Group 4-A); Cen- 
Nars Ina Langit d. Antipolo's Hannah Mendoza, 8-4 
(Group 5); Charlene Саза d. Nueva Ecija's Jennifer dela 
Cruz, 1-5 (Group 6); (Boys) D Club's RJ Ramos d. Ka- 
gayan TKD's Walter Luminarias, 1-0 (Group 2-A); Ats- 
neo's Jean Nigel Buan d. Bagulo's Monsour Salazar, 6-5 
(Group 1-8); Philippine Navy's Edmark Baydo d. John 
Ouiriado, 1-0 (Group 2-8); D Club's TJ Avelino d. Jhon 
Das Lim, 9-5 (Group 3-A); UFC's Benjamin Sembrano d. 
La Salle’s Charles Claro, 5-4 (Group 4-A}; Powerhaus’ Eu- 
gene Torres d. Meycavayan's Bernard Razon, 12-7 (Group. 
4-8}; Tip Тор Kirk Barbosa d. D Club's John Turingan. 5- 
0 (Group 5); Kagayan TKO's Kevin Sia d. Kagayan TKD's 
Mark Luminarias, 10-5 (Group 6). Romina. Austria 
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Anybody’s race for NCAA hoops awards 


GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
2p.m.—San Sebastian vs Letran (Juniors) 
‘4 p.m—San Beda vs Letran (Seniors) 


‘THANKS TO SAM EKWE, THE CHASE 
for the NCAAs season-ending individ- 
ual awards has become a wide open 
race. 

With the San Beda import getting 
disqualified following an infraction in 
the middle of the season, this years 
honor roll became a tossup among Ma- 
pua's Kelvin dela Peña, Ekwe's team- 
mate Yousif Aljamal and Jose Rizal's 


Marvin Hayes. 
‘The Cardinals’ swingman topped the 
statistical race after the eliminations af- 
ter powering his team to the Final Four. 
‘The Fil-Canadian even delayed the 
scheduled surgery on a lump on his 
right knee to help Mapua, which even- 
tually lost to defending champion San 
Beda in their semifinal duel last week. 
Dela Peña posted 617 SPs after 12 
games for an average of 51.4 points. 
He actually ranked second behind Ek- 
we, last year’s MVP-Rookie of the Year, 
who kicked Sang Lee of Perpetual Help 


in the eliminations and incurred a one- 


game suspension. 
qualified Ekwe from the awards. 


ter 10 games. 


The misdemeanor automatic dis- 


Pro-bound Aljamal isin second place 
with 507 SPs for an average of 50.7 af- 


The Heavy Bombers’ do-it-all for- 
ward Hayes came in third with 530 SPs 
and a 442 average. The 6-foot-3 
sophomore is also the frontrunner for 
the Most Improved Player award over 
Letraris Bryan Faundo and Dino Daa. 
Faundo racked up a 40.4 average 


from 17.3 last season. Daa has а 40.1 
average from 22.6 last year. 

Red Lions slotman David Marcelo is 
ahead in the Rookie of the Year race 
with 28.7 SPs. Teammate Garvo Lanete 
is second (24.8), while Mapua guard 
Jonathan Banal is third with 24.2. 

Six-foot-6 Jason Ballesteros of San 
Sebastian is Defensive Player award 
leader with averages of 11.8 rebounds 
and 2.4 blocks. Mapua's Neil Pascual is 
second (7.8rpg, 1.3bpg) and Dela Peña 
third (8.6 rpg, 2.3 steals per game). 

Marc Anthony Reyes 


PACQUIAO 


Fiery Paeng stamps 


SER 


Roach. “He just stayed a little bit too 
long on the ropes.” 

Pacquiao sparred four rounds with 
Mexican Raymundo Beltran, three 
rounds with Aaron Melgarejo, three 
rounds with Mexican David Rodela 
and two rounds against welterweight 
Amiel Tinampay. 

“He looked in much better shape to- 
day than when he first sparred after 
his flu,” said conditioning trainer 
Dodie Boy Peñalosa, who has been 
tasked by trainer Buboy Fernandez to 


MELBOURNE,  AUSTRALIA—PAENG 
Nepomuceno put up another superb pin- 
toppling demonstration in the 2007 
Columbia 3000 South Pacific Classic 
here Sunday, turning the other con- 
tenders into awed spectators just like he 
did 23 years ago. 

The six-time world champion, showing 

no signs of slowing down at 50, thwarted 

Jason Belmonte's spirited challenge to 

rule the men's division and replicate his 

featin 1984, when the Filipino became 

the first non-Australian to rule the 

tough event. 

It was Nepomuceno’s 118th win in 

an illustrious career spanning four 

decades that saw him earn the bowler 

of the millennium title as well as entries in 
the Guinness World Records. 

Nepomuceno, now the USBC interna- 

tional ambassador of goodwill, finished 

Nwith an average of 216 for 11 games of 
matchplay and a final tournament average 


PAENG Nepomuceno and ladies winner Ann- 
Maree Putney show their trophies after 
ruling the matchplay finals. 


‘CONTREUTED PHOTO 


class Down Under 


of 219 for 29 games. He was sponsored by 
Philippine Airlines and hosted by Kelly 
Raveche and his wife. 


Second placer to World Cup 

Because Nepomuceno is a non-Aus- 
tralian, Belmonte, last year's World Tenpin 
Masters champion, will carry the country's 
colors in the World Cup tenpin bowling in- 
terriational finals set in St. Petersburg, Rus- 
sia, оп Nov. 3-10. 

Australian veteran Ann-Maree Putney 
ruled the women's division. 

Jason Walsh, the 2006 champion, came 
in third while Bruno Maglieri, top qualifier 
of the event, finished fourth. 

Ann-Maree proved too strong in the final 
two games of matchplay. 

Finishing only second in the qualifying 
stage, Ann-Maree also had to hold off chal- 
lenges from Cassie Staudinger, Rebecca 
Simpson and Kate Wilton to bag the top 
prize. 

Ann-Maree, a silver medalist in the re- 
cent Women's World Championships, aver- 
aged 216 for seven games of matchplay and 
posted a meet average of 209 for 25 games. 


check on Pacquiao's stamina. 


Meanwhile, 
protested a report which came out in 
several websites yesterday insinuating 
that he has a tape of Barreras work- 
outs, and that he has commissioned a 
spy in the Mexican's camp. 

"Thatsa total li,” said the two-time 
‘Trainer of the Year awardee. “Tell 
them its not true. Why should 1 do 
that? I don't need a tape. We already 
know how to beat Barrera.” Salven L- 
Lagumbay, Contributor 


Roach vehemently 


Level 4 Рита Plaza, 
Makali Ciy 


ASIA PACIFIC CHINESE 


Ф 


Legazpi City 


INVITATION TO BID FOR THE SUPPLY OF 5,100,000 PIECES 
OF I-KILOGRAM PLASTIC CONTAINER 
The National Food Authorty Region V invtes al laste container mandlactuergsuppters іо арду for elgbilly and to 


Republic of the Philippines 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Regional Office No. V 


tad forthe supply ol 5.100.000 peces of 1 klogram ріс container wit е folowing 


MEDIA INC. 
СЕ Noah's Ask Bldg. 
303 Escota Si. Мама 


Фит РмәтШе Tower, 


ZAF Phionite Tower, 


Province | Volume | Specification 


Pick-up 
Lowest 
Bid Price 


‘Approved 
Buaget for 
Contract 


Source of 


Fund кела 


wT- 
Cam. Norte 


1700,00 | 67107050 


Р бАйрс. 


P 600000 | 


Corporate 
Operating 
| Budget 


Ermita, Manis 


wi- 
Cam. Sur 


158000 | 65 x 10.5 x 05 mm. 


[It 7352 


7800090 | COB ӨЕ Feliza Sid. 


а 
Masbate 


1500000 | 85" x 10.5" x 05 mm 


P 00р 


P 800,000.00 


ToS Makati Cay 


loN- 
Masbate 


1842000 | 6S" x 105 x 07 mm 


Er 


P 1,067 30000 


COB WORLD VISION INTL. 


TOTAL 5100000 


Pap. 


2,826,300.00, 


am SF Expocrat Big 


Prospective bidders should have an experience of having completed mihin the last fve (5) years о! Single Contract 
thats элиг to the contacto be bid, and whose value adjusted lo he curent pices using the wholesale consumer 


& KTV RESTAURANT INC. 


CONVERSE PHILIPPINES INC. 


COMVERSE PHILIPPINES INC. 


ВАЗЕ CAMP INTERNATIONAL 


PHOENIX MARITIME CORP. 


HUMAN RESOURCES INC. 


Republic of the Philppines 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 


cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATIGN/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companieslemployers have fled 
Wrth this Regional Office applicaton/s for Alien Employment Рет: 


Name end &dórese of — 
CompanylEmployer 


HOLCIM PHILIPPINES, INC. 


Name of Foreign: ;Poslllon: «°, = 
»MalonalClüzemhip -^ з `- 
Han Dava Мале 
‘salon 


Corporate баву 
Manager 


39 Рата Dre Rockwell Center, 


‘Mun Kong Seen Senior Editor 


Malaysian 


Voon Khong Chang 
Malaysian 


Project Consultant 


8767 Paseo de Roxas, Макай Ciy 


Xin Zhou 
Choose. 


Proje Consultant 


8787 Paseo de Roxas, Makai Cty 


Yun Mo (wo HAN) 
Korean 


Marketing Manager 


Unt 204 1129 Concepcion S. 


Эш} Kawabe 
Japanese 


Principas 
Representative 


108 VA Runo SL. Legaspi Vil.. 


Ау Ahmed Shehada. 
Pakistan 


1008 Мегордәп Ave, Makali Ciy 
VIVA MANILA CLUB-THEATER 


Haruhiko ichinowatari 
Japanese 


prce index must be at least ity percent (0%) ofthe Approved budget lor е contract (АВС) ot е project t be bid 
(Or in eu ot the above, prospective baders should have completed at east tree similar contracts and the aggregate 
‘contract amounts shoud be equivalent о at least ty percent (50%) ofthe ABC fer Ie project lo be bid. Provided. that 
fhe largest of Dese вита contracts must be equivalent o at last мелу five percent (25%) ofthe ABC ofthe project to 
be ый Pronded luther thatthe businessicompany ofthe prospecive der has been in exstence fora least ee (3) 
‘Consecutive years pror to pubeaton ofthe IEAB. 
Prospective bidders may bid for one lot or a number of lots of his choice or ай ofthe lots which he cout be elle. 
The Ekgbóty Check Screening as wel as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-dscretionary“past/a” 
слепа 
Al particulars relative о Еду Statement and Screening. Bid Securty, Performance Securty, Pre-Bidding Conference, 
Evaluation of Ваз, Post Quathcston, and award of Contract shall be govemed by the perinent provisions of Republic 
Аа RA) 9184 and is imgiemening Rules and Regulators (АЯ). 
The Bidding ий be conducted at the NFA Conference room, 2* for, NFA Regionai Otice, Рег Sie, Legazpi Cy on the 
folomng schedule of Actwoes 

АСТМТЕЗ T 
3. issuance of Bid Documents 
2. Pre-bidding Conference September 27.2007 @ 1000 AM 
3 Eigbáty Chect/Openeg of Bids [.— October 06,2007 @ 1000 AM 
А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Biders rom National Food Ашу. Regon V. 
Pier Ste, Legazpi Cty upon payment 1o Ве NFA Casher of nonelundable fe а the amount of Thee Thousand Pesos 
(Pho 300000) loc ios LI and IV. For lot I, a on-clundatle fe of One Thousand Pesos (Php 1,000.0) is requred. 
The mode of payment shal be In cash. The Bidding Documents shal be received personaly by te prospectve Bidder 
ox ls authorized representative. 
Al Bás must be accompanied by Bid security in the form end in Ве amount as indicated in е Bid documents. Late bids 
‘hal not be accepted 
For futher inquiriesidetails you may contact RBAC Secretariat at Telephone Numbers (052) 480-7015; 480-7833; 
& 820-0018. 
NFA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY EFFECTS OR INFORMALITIES 
FOUND THEREIN AND ACCEPT ONLY SUCH BIDS WHICH IN ITS JUDGEMENT ARE MOST REASONABLE AND 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO NFA. THE DECISION OF THE COMMITTEE AS CONFIRMED BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR SHALL 
BE DEEMED FINAL. 


SCHEDULE 
Зейетбе 17-28. 2007 


(S04) JOSE B. GUEVARA 
RBAC, Charman 


(POI - Soplembor 18, 2007) 


2332 Roxas Bhd. Pasay Су 


GOODMORNING 
INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
STZEDSA, Brgy. $5 

Dist. 17, Paca, Caloocan Су 


Duck Hwan Cho 
Korean 


PHIL. TRANSPORT ХРЋЕЗЗ СОВР. Dong Ho Shin 


Korean 


UPPER LENDING INVESTOR 
CORPORATION 

51-0 5а. Fuentebeta St 
Lagng Handa, Quezon Сау 


SINGULARITY, INC. 
Unt 11-A Country Space 1 Bldg., 
Sen. Gi Puyal Ave, Salcedo Vilage, 
маз Cty 


Kant Singh 
Seiten 
дап 


Younsco Seo 
{vale of KIM) 
Korean 


HS SUNAR CREDIT 
RESOURCES INC. 

30 Capemaum St. 
iMutnatenal Vilage, Moonwalk 
Parañaque Ciy 


Gurmai Singh 
indan 


Project Manager 


Assistant Credit 
Manager 


1t you have any information/objection to the above mentioned applications 


please communicate wih the Regional Director 


OIC, Region, 
(POI-Sopteriber 18,2007) 


Direct 
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TIGER Woods hoists 
the FedEx Cup trophy 
after winning the Tour 
Championships with 
an B-shot margin. we 


ТЕ “Чер. 


X 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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8-SHOT FEDEX ROUT 


ATLANTA—THIS NEW ERA IN GOLF 
sure had a familiar ending. 

Tiger Woods never paid much atten- 
tion to the FedEx Cup until it was shin- 
ing before him on a pedestal on the 18th 
green Sunday at East Lake. He always 
figured his name would be the first en- 
graved on the new trophy as long as he 
kept winning. 

And there was nevera doubt. 

In his final event of another spectacu- 
lar season, Woods closed with a 4-under 
66 to shatter the tournament record and 
win the Tour Championship by eight 
shots for his second straight victory in 
these PGA Tour Playoffs. 

The only new twist? It was the first 
time Woods won two trophies at one 
tournament. 

‘Along with earning $1.26 million (eu- 
10910,000) in cash for winning the Tour 
Championship for his seventh PGA Tour 
title of the year, Woods was a runaway 
winner of the FedEx Cup and the $10 


орч, cf Shick 


ILE: 


po 
БА 


bles up field 


JOHNSON CALCAVECCHIA 


million (euro7.2 million) that goes into 
aretirement account. 

“I don't look at what the purse is or 
the prize money,” Woods said. “You play. 
‘And when you play, you play to win, pe- 
riod. Thats how my dad raised me, is 
you go out there and win. Ifyou win, ev- 
erything will take care of itself. You take 
great pride in what you do on the golf 
course, and when you're able to win 
events, that’s when you can go home 
and be very proud of what you've 
done.” 


If this was supposed to be golf's ver- 
sion of the Super Bowl, Woods spent 
most of the final round taking a knee. 

The only drama was whether he 
would break the 72-hole scoring record 
on the PGA Tour With a late bogey, 
‘Woods had to settle for a 23-under 257, 
the lowest of his career, breaking the 
‘Tour Championship record by six shots, 

Masters champion Zach Johnson (68) 
and Mark Calcavecchia (71) tied for sec- 
ond. 

Steve Stricker and Phil Mickelson 
were the only other players with a realis- 
tic chance of capturing the FedEx Cup, 
and their hopes were gone by the week- 
end, Stricker closed with a 67 and tied 
for 17th to finish second in the FedEx 
Сир, worth $3-M in retirement money. 

‘Woods, however, made no secret of 
which trophy meant more. 

‘Woods ended the year with four vic- 
tories in his last five starts, and now has 
won 15 times in his last 31 tour events 


over the last two years. 

There was no drama at East Lake, not 
with Woods hitting on all cylinders to 
wrap up another phenomenal year 
Along with seven victories, his adjusted 
scoring average of 67.79 matches the 
PGA Tour record he set in 2000. 

He has played his last five tourna- 
ments in 75-under par, and his victory at 
East Lake pushed his season earnings to 
$10,876,052 (euro7,847,079). Thats 
just $29,114 (euro21,006) short of the 
tour record set by Vijay Singh in 2004, 
when he played 29 times. Woods played 
16 events this year. 

His primary objective is winning ma- 
jors, and he already has 13 of those. The 
World Golf Championships were created 
їп 1999, and he has won 14 of 25. 

Woods won for the 61st time in his ca- 
reer at 31 making him the youngest 
player to reach that mark. That leaves 
him one victory shy of Arnold Palmers 
62 career victories. 


Russia stuns Spain for Euro crown 
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Americans 
prove they’re 
no chokers 


HALMSTAD, SWEDEN—THE AMERICANS 
were hardly chokers when the stakes were 
highest at the Solheim Cup. 

Dominating the singles matches like they al- 
ways have, the Americans celebrated one of the 
most coveted wins in women's golf Sunday, a 
16-12 decision over Europe that ended any 
thought that they might be the group of 
“Cholkin’ freakin’ dogs,” that Dottie Pepper said 
they were. 

Led by Morgan Pressel's upset over Annika 
Sorenstam and Stacy Prammanasudh's surpris- 
ing win over Suzann Pettersen, the Americans 
went 8-3-1 in singles. They captured the Sol- 
heim on foreign soil for only the second time. 

On Saturday after the United States tumed а 
couple of looming wins into disappointing ties, 
Pepper called the Americans "Chokin' freakin’ 
dogs’—a comment she made when she 
thought she was off the air, but wasnt. 

“It was hurtful, very, very hurtful to all of us 
оп the team,” said assistant captain Beth 
Daniel. "Dottie's been there. She knows what 
its like, Even if she said it off the ай, it was ill 
spirited.” 

The Europeans went into the final round 
with an 8 1/2-7 1/2 lead, and the Americans 
—with four rookies on the team—looked like. 
they really might be too young and nervous to 
actually win this event. When the singles rolled 
around, those setbacks were forgotten and the 
‘Americans took control quickly. АР 


2 eagles power 
Hansen to title 


PULHEIM, GERMANY—SOREN HANSEN 
had two late eagles in a 5-under 67 Sunday 
to win the Mercedes-Benz Championship 
by four strokes. 

Hansen, who won his second career title, 
finished at 17-under 271. Phillip Archer 
(68) and Alastair Forsyth (70) shared sec- 
ond place at the no-cut event, which drew 
27 title winners to the field. 

Hansen chipped in from the rough on the 
13th hole green for his first eagle of the day, 
which gave him a four-stroke lead. Two 
holes later, an approach shot escaped the 
bunker and rolled 12 feet from the pin to 
set up a second eagle, 

‘Thomas Bjorn (72) began the day even 
with Hansen, but а double-bogey on the 
sixth hole dropped him back. He finished 
fourth. 

Hansen has six top-20 finishes in eight 
events and the 33-year-old's aim is to make 
the Ryder Cup team. 

Retief Goosen (70) finished at 282, and 
John Daly (69) and Bernhard Langer (76) 
at 283. US Open champion Angel Cabrera 
(73) struggled the whole week and finished 
at 293. AP 


MADRID—RUSSIA STUNNED 
hosts and world champion Spain, 
60-59, in the European cham 
onship final to secure the gold 
medal on Sunday. 

Jon Robert Holden sank the win- 
ning two-pointer with two seconds 
remaining leaving the favorites 
Spain with silver. KIRILENKO: MVP 

Russia earned automatic qualification to the. 
2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. Spain has al- 
ready qualified. 


Mercury new 
WNBA champs 


Russia last won gold in 1985, 
when they competed as the USSR, 
making it its15th gold medal in the 
Euros, It was Spain's sixth failure in 
the final and has never won gold. 

Russia's Utah Jazz forward An- 
drei Kirilenko scored a game-high 
17 points and was voted the tour- 
nament’s МУР He was supported 
by Victor Khryapa with 12 rebounds and seven 
points, 

“This was a meeting of David against Go- 


liath, we faced the beast and knocked him 
down," said Russia coach David Blatt. 

"Our plan was to stay in the game and make 
them feel the heat, the pressure of 15,000 fans, 
and to see how they play. 

Fortunately, we did that and we won.” 
Urged on by their passionate home support, 
‘Spain tore into Russia at the start and opened 
upa 12-pointlead early in the second quarter. 

Lithuania took bronze after beating 2005 
winner Greece, 78-69, in the third-place play- 
off match. Reuters 


Raikkonen tops Belgian GP; 
Alonso trounces Hamilton 


RUSSIAN players throw coach David Blatt in the air after their victory. pre 


AUBURN HILLS, MICHIGAN—PENNY TAY- 
lor scored 30 points and the Phoenix Мег- 
cury cruised to a 108-92 victory Sunday 
over the defending champion Detroit Shock 
in the fifth and deciding game of the WNBA. 
finals. 

Cappie Pondexter added 26 and Diana 
Taurasi had 17 for Phoenix, the first road team. 
to win the title away from home. 

"ts been a long time coming," said Pondex- 
ter. "Ies something I've been waiting for, work- 
ing hard for, and its finally here.” 

"The Shock lost the last two games of the se- 
ties, filing their bid to become the third WN- 
BA team to win back-to-back championships. 

Phoenix, taking some steam out of the fired- 
up home crowd, raced to а 20-9 lead midway 
through the first quarter. 

“This is an unfamiliar position—being up 
here without a bottle of champagne,” Detroit 
coach ВШ Laimbeer айй es he opened his 
postgame news conference, 


Se 
ery: Bid) 


y 
Bc mA: 


ARN 


CHAMPS: Team Russa (from left) Elena Vesnina, Nadia MES 


SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS, BELGIUM—KlImi 
Raikkonen dominated the race, and Fer- 
nando Alonso dominated his teammate, 
Raikkonen won his third straight Belgian 
Grand Prix on Sunday ahead of Felipe Massa 


Svetlana Kuznetsova and Anna Chakvetadze hold Fed Cup trophy 
replicas with Naina Yeltsina, widow of first Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, after beating Italy at the Fed Cup final match in Moscow Sunday. 


ished 


inal 
‘Two-time defending champion Alonso fin- 


2 for Ferrari. 


third and moved within two points of 


McLaren teammate Lewis Hamilton at the top 


Rally champion, son die in helicopter crash 


LONDON—FORMER WORLD RAL- 
ly champion Colin McRae and his 5- 
year-old son were among four peo- 
ple killed in a helicopter crash this 
weekend in southern Scotland, po- 
lice said Sunday. 

‘Scotsman McRae, his son Johnny 
and two family friends including a 6- 
year-old boy were killed when the 39- 


year-old drivers Squirrel Two aircraft 
crashed in the grounds of his Lanark 
home on Saturday. 

Tributes poured in from the sport- 
ing and political arenas in honor of 
McRae; who in 1995 was the first 
Briton to win the world rally champi- 
onship. 

The two others were named as six- 


year-old Ben Porcelli, 6, of Lanark, and 
Graeme Duncan, 37, of France. 

Colin Steele McRae, a licensed pi- 
lot, was born in Lanark on Aug. 5, 
1968, He had two children, Hollie and 
Johnny, with his wife Alison, 

Nicky Grist, McRae’s co-driver since 
1997, expressed his sorrow on Sun- 
day. АЕР 


of the standings, only days after the team was 
fined $100 million for having secret data from. 
its main rival Ferrari. Alonso, starting third on 
the grid ahead of Hamilton, immediately 
moved over to attack the Source hairpin, 
blocking Hamilton's way. 

Raikkonen’s victory only looked in doubt 
‘when Massa launched a late attack with three. 
ofthe 44 laps to go. АР 
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‘GRATED COMPUTER SYSTEMS, INC 
1 3000 com. ph 
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ADB raises RP growth outlook 


E: S3 
URRENCIES 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 
i ES 
*4e.39- Gi 
ig 39 БУ 
As ofS pam. Sept. 17,2007 
SEPTEMBER 
Srock MARKET 
Shares dose 0.4% up PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.4 жан 


For’07, bank expects higher 
GDP figure, lower inflation 


‘THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK HAS SHARPLY 
upgraded its growth outlook for the Philippines 
for this year and the next. 


75 40 83 
‘ADB's upbeat prospects were 6.6 percent, up from its earlier m a 
shared by investment bank forecast of 5.4 percent. эи. m 3 eo Ба 

DBS, which also raised its eco- In its "Asian Development ы 


‘Sowa: ADB Олок 2007 170907 fa 


nomic growth forecast for the 
Philippines from 5.9 to 6.9 per- 
cent this year—higher than the 
government's official target. 

For this year, ADB said that 
the country would have a much 


percent higher Monday in 

cautious trade ahead of the 

US Federal Reserve's deci- 

sion on interest rates, dealers - 
said. om 


Outlook,” a twice-a-year eco- 
nomic publication that was re- 
leased yesterday, ADB reported 
brighter prospects for the whole. 
of developing Asia. But it also 
warned of a "hazy" period for 


e i ae “IN THIS ISSUE 
& In 1st half, Ei Lower power 


The composite index 
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o TOYOTA 
moving forward ^- 
ү eM 
Boy dew 


; Imagine a beautiful moment 


From there to here, 2 miles away: 
From me to you, 2 smiles, my dear. 
From us to anywhere, twice the peace of mind 


TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-8500, 


TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG, INC. 807-0707 TOYOTA BA 


the region in 2008 due to pro- GSIS netincome rates for ecozone 
awa hit P25B /B2 locators OKd /84 


higher growth in gross domestic, 
product, projecting it to reach 


турт 
a 


Double Safety 


The New VIOS has been rigorously tested to ensure that every 
beautiful moment you have is protected every step of the way. 


VI 


My Design. My Pride. 


согор CITY, (034) 44-1611 to 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY, (074) 447-0851 / (074) 309-273 to 74 / (074) 00-4128 / 3825 / (074) 442-878 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, INC. 966-6901 to 06 34-1547 10 0 / | 


TORO ОЕА DEIA SALINIAWAK-NORTH. 827-7215 /17 / 20 / 397 27-1242 144 148 7 32 / 321-1251 / 62 65 / 927-7268 9 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, IC.. (043) 728-7366 / (043) 723-7698 TOYOTA BICUTAN PARARAQUE. 777-2500 TOYOTA CABANATUAN СТРУЈНО. 


1944) 452-8482 to 87 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, МС. (06822) 735-770 / 751 / 845 / (088) 858-9994 / (088) 858-7770 / (08822) 737-480 TOYOTA CEBU СП 
ОНОН AESI io ӨЗ TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITY, INC.. (075) 517-2025 to 28 / (015) 522-6771 / 6734/4773 TOYOTA DASMARINAS САМТЕ (045) 850-2035 / (09) 850-2528 / (02) 529-8116 sles direct / (021 528-132 sales (ax TOYOTA DAVAO CIT. INE. 
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Bank lending up 6.9% reflecting robust trade SMEs urged 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


BANK LENDING IN THE COUNTRY 
grew by 6.9 percent year-on-year in 
July, higher than the 4.7-percent ex- 
pansion in June, reflecting robust 
economic activity during the peri- 
od. 

‘The reported growth in bank lend- 
ing excluded the sector's short-term 
placements with the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas. if lending to the BSP 
were factored in, the industry's annu- 
al growth in outstanding loans would 
be lower at3.4 percent in July against 
the 4.9-percent rise in June. 


"Lending to all sectors of the 
economy registered expansions, ex- 
cept in the mining, manufacturing 
and utilities sectors, which regis- 
tered declines BSP Governor 
Amando Tetangco Jr. said in a press. 
statement. 

In the first semester of the year, the 
country's domestic output rose by an 
impressive 7.3 percent on strong pri- 
vate consumption and state infras- 
tructure spending. 

In the same month last year, 
growth in lending was at a marginal 
0.5 percent. 

In the case of the utilities and man- 


ufacturing sectors, the declines were 
less than those recorded in the previ- 
ous month. 

The transportation, storage and 
‘communications, as well as construc- 
tion, sectors led the expansion at 11 
percent and 9.9 percent, respectively. 

While the financial institutions, re- 
al estate and business services sector 
grew only by 4.6 percent during the 
period, it posted the highest growth 
at 21.1 percent net of transactions 
with the central bank. 

“Bank lending is a key driver of do- 
mestic liquidity and at the same time 
a major indicator of economic activi- 


" Tetangco said. “The BSP will con- 
tinue to closely watch developments 
in bank lending, with a view to ensur- 
ing stable prices while providing for 
the liquidity needs of the economy.” 

Meanwhile, the BSP chief said that 
the slower growth observed in most 
of the sectors could be attributed 
partly to the fact that companies were 
increasingly sourcing their funding 
requirements from outside the bank- 
ing system. 

Tetangco said there were indica- 
tions that corporate borrowings from 
nonbank sources continued to grow 
during the first eight months of 2007. 


In 1st half, GSIS net income hit P25B 


Gov't fund on track 
to its full-year goal 
of posting P50B 


‘THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE 
System said it posted a net income of P25 
billion in the first half, benefiting from the 
stock market boom during the period. 

Winston Garcia, GSIS president and 
general manager, said in a press confer- 
ence yesterday that the pension fund 
manager was targeting a net income of 
P48 billion to PSO billion for the entire 
year, higher than the P41 billion it posted 
їп 2006. 

Garcia said the projected increase in the 
GSIS’ net income for the year would be at- 
tributed to its income from portfolio invest- 
ments and improved efficiency in collecting 
delinquent accounts. 

He said the surge in stock market prices 
in the first half prompted the GSIS to sell its 
equity investments. 

“Мапу were asking why we had to sell 
when the stock market was doing well" 
Garcia said. "My answer was, ‘no one really 
knows how high stock prices will get, and 
you do not sell when prices are already go- 
ing down.” 

He said equity shares the GSIS sold were 
blue-chip stocks, including Ayala Land Inc., 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
and San Miguel Corp. The GSIS had al- 
ready sold about P25 billion worth of stock 
investments over the past eight months, 
Garcia added. 

The 651$ chief said the pension fund 
manager still has P12 billion worth of stock 
investments. The GSIS may decide to sell 
these within the short term. 

Garcia claimed that the GSIS had so 
much liquidity, that tapping offshore in- 
vestments has become a priority of the pen- 
sion fund manager. 

He said that the excess liquidity of the 
GSIS, confronted with numerous com- 
plaints on inaccessibility of loan benefits 
for members, should be addressed by in- 
vesting offshore. The GSIS earlier an- 
nounced that it was placing $1 billion on 
offshore investments. 

“We want to invest abroad because there 
is not enough security in the stock market 
that can accommodate our liquidity,” Gar- 
cia said. 

He reported that the GSIS has P150 bil- 
lion in investable funds and nearly liquid 
assets. He said the PSS billion in GSIS cash 
that had been placed in short-term deposits 
in banks, reflected the pension fund's prob- 
lem on excess liquidity. 

The GSIS is in the process of selecting a 
foreign fund manager for the $1 billion it 
will allocate for offshore investments. The 
group targets to earn 8-percent income, net 
‘of management fees, from its investment 
offshore. 

The GSIS said there were 36 fund man- 
agers that submitted proposals to the GSIS. 

The $1 billion that the GSIS will invest 
abroad make up 12 percent of its total as- 
sets. The GSIS intends to retain 88 percent 
of ts assets in domestic investments. 
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EFFORTS OF DOMESTIC AUTO 
parts makers to mass produce a low- 
priced utility vehicle got a boost af- 
ter the Philippine Die and Mold As- 
sociation committed to contribute 
skills and resources to the program. 

Ferdinand Raquelsantos, director 
of the Motor Vehicle Parts Manufac- 
turers Association of the Philippines, 
said PDMAS interest in the Philip- 
pine Utility Vehicle started when the 
former saw the prototype displayed 
during a recent exhibition. 

РОМА groups some 70 companies 
involved in metalwork and related 
equipment, including dies, molds, 
machine tools, sheet metal and met- 
alworking machinery, equipment, 
tools, accessories and hardware. 

Raquelsantos said MVPMAP dis- 
played the PhUV during the 2007 
PDMA Exhibition & Conference 
held from Aug. 22 to 25 at the 
World Trade Center in Pasay City. 

The official, who also heads 


Die, mold makers to aid PhUV builders 


MVPMAP's PhUV technical working 
group, said PDMA officals were 
looking into what molds, dies, tools, 
equipment and hardware PDMA 
members could develop for the PhUV 
ifit went into mass production. 
“This support, especially in die 
and mold development, would in- 
crease the quality of the compo- 
nent parts and increase the pro- 
ductivity of the manufacturing 
process,” Raquelsantos said. 
“This joint effort of both associ- 
ations to make better quality parts 
ata faster rate [brings us closer to 
our goal of building a vehicle with 
at least 60-percent local con- 
tent],” he added. "Hopefully, to- 
gether, we can develop and local- 
ize more parts for the PhUV so 
that we can lessen our depen- 
dence on imported parts.” 
MVPMAP launched the PhUV 
prototype in June, which it de- 
signed, developed and built de- 


spite limited resources. 

The group's goal is to mass pro- 
duce locally a utility vehicle with a 
high level of value-added local 
parts and labor to help liven up 
the local parts making industry. 

Raquelsantos said МУРМАР 
members have been reeling from 
the effects of decreasing production 
due to the increase in importation 
of brand-new, completely built ир 
vehicles relative to the assembly of 
completely knocked-down kits. 

MVPMAP also blames the “un- 
abated” importation of used vehi- 
cles despite prohibition by law. 

“Most of our members are cur- 
rently operating at only 40 percent 
of plant capacity and some have 
closed shop,” Raquelsantos said. 

The 50,000 direct workers depen- 
dent on the local parts making in- 
dustry are pinning their hopes on the 
PhUV to be their vehicle to recovery,” 
headded. Ronnel W. Domingo 


EVERYBODY IN BUSINESS SAYS THAT 
the hotel and leisure sector is hot today. 

Hmmm, is that perhaps why some 
foreign groups are poised to take over a 
new P800-million hotel at the perime- 
ter of Makati’s central business district, 
taking it over for a song? 

It's the “Best Western Astor Hotel” on 
Makati Avenue, which last year already 
passed the rigorous quality test of the 
US-based hotel chain of the same 
name. 

‘The owner of the hotel is a company 
called TF Ventures, chaired by the me- 
dia favorite Manuel Morato, aka Mano- 
ling. 

Based on news reports, Manoling is 
їп а foul mood these days because of 
what he called the “raid” on his hotel 
business. 

"The apparent raider is Pogi. 

lam not kidding: Its real name is 
Philippine Opportunity for Growth and 
Income, bankrolled by Deutsche Bank 
(German) and Cargill (American). 

Pogi bought the loan account of TF 
Ventures from the state-owned Land- 
Bank as a nonperforming asset under 
the controversial SPV or the special 
purpose vehicle. 

Even before the SPV law was enact- 
ed, the business sector noted that the 
scheme would be open to abuse, partic- 
ularly by big moneyed foreign corpo- 
rate raiders. 

And that's why Manoling must be 

spoiling for a fight again these days. 
TF VENTURES borrowed some P400 
million from LandBank, with the first 
release made in 1994 and the last one 
was made, if you can believe it, five 
years later in 1999. 

From what I heard, because of the 
delay in the hotel's opening, apparently 


to tap P280-M 
export fund 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND IN- 
dustry is urging small and medium enter- 
prises to tap the P280-million export pro- 
motion fund (EPF), advising firms to follow 
the strict requirements. 

"Trade Undersecretary Thomas G. Aquino 
yesterday said in a statement that interest- 
ed exporters organizations and associa. 
tions are being encouraged to submit their 
project proposals to the Export Develop- 
ment Council for evaluation. 

“The EPF is not a loan facility but a supple- 
mental fund for export promotion activities 
of our SME exporters,” Aquino explained. 

He said proposals should follow the 
strategies of the existing Philippine Export 
Development Plan (PEDP): Maximizing ex- 
port investment opportunities offered by 
trade agreements; pursuing market-driven 
strategy that would link the Philippines’ 
supply capacity closer to the high impact 
market; streamlining export and import 
procedures and facilitation; and develop 
more competitive export products and ser- 
vices and diversify markets. 

Made available through the EDC, the EPF 
was put up by the DTI, which contributed 
P100 million; Department of Budget and 
Management, P100 million; National Eco- 
nomic and Development Authority, P20 
million; and Philippine Exporters Confed- 
eration, P10 million. 

To avail of the ЕРЕ an enterprise should 
be involved in the export of emerging prod- 
ucts or trade with emerging markets, with 
high value-added items prioritized. 

‘According to Aquino, SMEs that want to tap 
the EPF must shell out a counterpart fund that 
is atleast 20 percent of the total project cost. 

So far, 22 project proposals have been 
recommended to the ЕРЕ Committee for re- 
view and approval. 

Of these, five proposal representing a to- 
tal of P13 million have been approved. 


Bargain new hotel, anyone? 
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due partly to the delay in the loan re- 
lease, TF Ventures was able to convince 
LandBank to restructure the loan. 

"Thus LandBank agreed to lengthen 
the repayment period for the loan to 15 
years. 

Do I have a surprise for you! Even. 
with the loan restructuring in place, 
LandBank put up the TF Ventures ac- 
count, and thus the hotel, for sale as 
part of its NPA to ... well, who else but 
Pogi. 

Pogi then went to court for approval 
of its “rehabilitation plan” for TF Ven- 
tures, prompting the court without 
much ado, to assign a "receiver" as a 
referee between Pogi and TF Ventures. 

Guess what? The court-appointed 
receiver, a certain Rosario Bernaldo, is 
recommending the takeover of the ho- 
tel by Pogi. 

‘And yes, Orestes, she wants the 
takeover despite her observation that 
the hotel business can still be rehabili- 
tated! 

In effect, she wants the TF Ventures 
loans to be converted into equity, giving 
Pogi almost 90-percent ownership of 
the company—and thus the hotel. 

Never mind that, under the law, for- 
eign companies are allowed to own on- 
ly up to 40 percent of real estate prop- 
erties. 

Tes funny, Annie, but the receiver al- 
зо wants the Deutsche Bank-Cargill 
group to manage the hotel, simply by 


longed global financial tur- 
moil and continuing risks of 
an economic slowdown in 
the United States. 

The country’s GDR the 
single most closely watched 
economic indicator that 
sums up all goods and ser- 
vices produced by the do- 
mestic economy, grew by 
7.3 percent in the first 
semester—its strongest in 
20 years. 

"The economy grew much 
faster than expected in the 
first half, with gains in net ex- 
ports, private consumption, 
and government spending,” 
the ADB report said. "Remit- 
tances from overseas work- 
ers continue to support resi 
dential real estate invest- 
ment and private consump- 
tion, providing a strong im- 
petus to overall growth.” 


booting out the existing Filipino man- 


agement. 


Not only that, she declares that the 
total claim of Pogi against TF Ventures 


amounts to P1.8 billion. 


‘They all went pfft, too, for the sim- 
ple reason that the issue must fight for 
media attention against the Wrist Band 
verdict and фе multibillion-peso ZTE 
deal. 


Again, the original loan of TF Ven- 
tures amounted to P400 million. 

You will never guess how much Pogi 
bought the loan account from Land- 
Bank. Between us giris, Pogi only paid a 
staring P85 million. 

vest P8S million and get back P1.8 
billion? Not bad, no? 
CATCHING а lot of media attention 
lately—at least more than the convic- 
tion of the man named Band ... Wrist 
Band ... for plunder, or even the Senate 
"take-2" of the self-declared wire-tap- 
ping Air Force sergeant Vidal Doble—is 
the ZTE controversy. 

‘And why is that? 

Well, to start with, the supposed 
“overprice” in the ZTE deal is really a 
huge one. Moreover, it is said that the 
issue involves people really close to the 
Lola at the Palace. And then you have 
the son of the Speaker of the House 
right smack at the center of the contro- 
versy. In other words, it is, in reporter's 
lingo, a "juicy" item. 

As for Doble's double take at the Sen- 
ate, well, our contacts in business are 
saying that he did not make an impact 
in media at all. The guy did not have 
anything new to disclose to the public, 
anyway. 

‘Okay, one of the items heavily adver- 
ей by Doble's handlers was that Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita had 
something to do with the wire-tapping 
done by Doble and company. 

Youalso have the "Madame X" angle, 
which turned out to be the Palace hang- 
er-on Remedios Poblador. 


ADB raises RP growth outlook к=н 


The ADB also noted that 
inflation pressures had sub- 
sided significantly, with a 
stronger currency and re- 
ceding effects of an increase 
in the value-added tax rate 
in early 2006. 

Thus, the inflation forecast. 
for the Philippines was also 
lowered to 2.9 percent from 
48 percent for this year, and 
to 3.5 percent from 5 percent 
fornext year. 

DBS, on the other hand, 
expressed its confidence that 
the Arroyo administration 
would continue to pump- 
prime the economy through 
infrastructure spending. 

It noted that the 10-per- 
cent growth in investments 
was largely due to public 
construction. 

"Clearly, spending related 
to the May 14 elections was 


more generous than we 
thought—government con- 
sumption jumped 13.5 per-, 
cent year-on-year while in- 
vestment accelerated to 10 
percent,” DBS said in its 
study entitled, “Economics 
Markets Strategy.” 

The investment bank ad- 
mitted that it was surprised 
with the country's economic 
performance in the first half. 
Prior to the release of the first 
semester economic report, 
the bank only projected a 5.9- 
percent growth rate for the 
economy for the entire year. 

Also, DBS has projected 
that inflation would settle 
atan average of 2.6 percent 
this year. Inflation would 
likely increase next year, 
due to the effects of robust 
growth on consumer prices, 

could hit 3.5 percent. 


And so, at the losing end of it all was 

Doble himself. Between you and me, 1 
heard that some media outfits аге look- 
ing into his persoral life. 
AS FOR THAT guilty verdict in Wrist 
Band's plunder case, the financial mar- 
kets already discounted the possibility 
of civil disturbance. 

What does that mean? It seems that 
the business community is tired of the 
politics surrounding the Wrist Band af- 
fair, 

Yet his camp is now taking the media 
line that the guilty verdict was a “politi- 
cal vendetta" from this administration. 

I have one problem with that line: 
Why does the Wrist Band camp now 
talk about presidental pardon 
or—what was their term 
again—"amnesty?" 

If it was nothing but a political 
vendetta, why should Wrist Band ac- 
cept favors from the same people who 
are ganging up on him? Beats me, too! 

And that is precisely the scenario 
that the business sector perhaps want 
to take shape: An end to the Wrist 
Band-Arroyo politics. 

Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr, president of the 
Philippine Exporters Confederation, for 
instance favors a presidential pardon 
for Wrist Band, or even a "parole," since 
the ousted president already served six 
years of his sentence. я 

‘Thus, for the country to move on, the 
business community wants a closure to 
the Wrist Band episode. 

It already did a lot of damage to the 
economy. 


Shares ... 


From page BI 
added 12.88 points 
to 3,307.43 after 


moving between 
3,294.55 апі 
3,314.57, on 
turnover of 3.4 bil- 
lion shares valued at 
P3.4 billion ($73.51 
million). Gainers 
beat losers 44 to 36, 
while 65 stocks 
were flat. 

The broader all- 
share index was up 
a marginal 0.83 
pointat 2,087.57. 

Philippine Long 
Distance Tele- 
phone was up P15 
at P2,705. Shares 
in Ayala Land rose 
25 centavos to 
P14.25. 
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BOP surplus hits $6.75B 


Strong inflows of investments, OFW remittances 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES POSTED A 
record-high balance of payments 
surplus of $6.75 billion from Jan- 
пагу to August this year on robust 
inflows from overseas Filipinos and 
foreign investors, the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas said yesterday. 

In August, the surplus amounted 
to $2.2 billion, up from only $359 
million in the same period last year, 
even as the financial volatility due 
to the US housing slump had trig- 
gered net foreign capital outflows 
from the local stock market during 
the period. 

The eight-month BOP surplus was 
more than double the $2.5 billion 
posted in the same period last year. It 
has exceeded the BSP’s revised target 
of $6.3 billion for the whole year. 

The BOP measures the foreign 
exchange transactions between the 
domestic economy and the rest of 
the world. Any transaction that in- 
volves foreign exchange payment 
by a Philippine resident—such as 
importation and debt servicing—is 
a deficit item in the BOP Any deal 


that gives rise to receipt of foreign 
exchange, is a surplus item. 

BSP Governor Amando Tetangco 
Jr. said the high surplus was attribut- 
ed to the continued strong inflows 
from exports, overseas Filipino re- 
mittances and net foreign direct eq- 
uity and portfolio investments. 

“The BSP also realized higher in- 
vestment income,” Tetangco said. 

BSP sources said the central bank 
was starting to unwind some of its 
foreign currency swaps, bringing in 
more dollars to its reserves. These 
dollars, however, were purchased 
earlier from the spot foreign ex- 
change market. The rising BOP thus 
led to the strong build-up in the 
gross international reserves (GIR), 
which breached the $30-billion 
markas of end-August. 

“Some of those swaps had ma- 
tured,” the official said. 

In August alone, some $2.3 bil- 
lion was added to the GIR even as 
the BSP was widely believed to 
have become a net seller of dollars 
at the foreign exchange market. 

In recent months, the BSP inten- 
sified its use of foreign currency 


swaps to mop up excess foreign i 
flows. Under these transactions, the 
BSP immediately exchanges the 
foreign currencies it buys from the 
spot foreign exchange market but 
the equivalent peso is locked in. 
The BSPs outstanding swaps, 
which hit as high as $10 billion ear- 
lier this year, are thus an indicator 
of how much more its GIR could- 
rise if such contracts меге 
scrapped. 

Prior to the financial volatility in 
‘August, the BSP was a heavy buyer 
of dollars at the Philippine Dealing 
System. 

BSP sources said monetary mea- 
sures earlier implemented to curb 
the growth of broad money supply 
made it possible for the central 
bank to get back the dollars earlier 
tucked into currency swaps. 

In the meantime, the peso yester- 
day rallied to as high as 46.12 to the 
US dollar ahead of the US Federal 
Reserve's expected cut in bench- 
mark interest rates this week, but 
profit-taking pulled it back to 
46.39. Last Fridays finish was 
46.30 to the US dollar. 


PAL to exit receivership in October 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


PHILIPPINE AIRLINES (PAL) EX- 
pects to get out of receivership ear- 
lier than expected in October due to 
improved finances, according to 
PAL president Jaime Bautista. 

"The airline will come out of re- 
ceivership much sooner than its orig- 
inal year-end target and continue to 
Jook seriously at financing options to 
further improve its capitalization,” 
Bautista said in a statement follow- 
ing the stockholders’ meeting of PAL 
Holdings Inc. of the Lucio Tan group 
of companies, which owns 84.7 per- 
cent of the airline. 

Bautista said that PAI's receiver 
recommended the move to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) last Friday, citing the airline's 
successful implementation of its re- 
habilitation program. 

PAL applied for rehabilitation in 
June 1998 due to massive financial 
losses attributed to labor problems 
and the adverse effects of the Asian 
currency crisis. A receiver has since 
been appointed to preserve the air- 
line's assets and help nurse it back 
to financial health. 


Bautista said that once PAL grad- 
uates from receivership, PAL Hold- 
ings will raise funds early next year, 
a move which may entail the is- 
suance of new shares or the secur- 
ing of loans. 

PAL Holdings has tapped Macquarie. 
Securities as its financial adviser to 
study options, induding inviting in- 
vestors into the company to partly 
fund the airline's refleeting program. 

Bautista estimated that getting 
new planes will require roughly 
$1.4 billion— $400 million will be 
used to get seven Airbus 320s to be 
delivered until 2008; and about $1 
billion for six Boeing 7775 to be de- 
livered between 2009 and 2011. 

Meantime, Permanent Rehabilita- 
tion Receiver chair Renato 7. Francis- 
co reported to the SEC that from 
March 15,1999 to Aug. 31 this year, 
PAL management has "faithfully 
complied with the payment of its out- 
standing debis." 

Total payments to creditors dur- 
ing the period amounted to 
$1.95 billion in principal 
and interest, including 
$187 million in prepay- 
ments. 
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From a peak of $2.12 billion in 
1999, PALs debt as of Aug. 31, has 
gonedown to $869 million. 

Francisco also told the SEC that 
PAL has posted an operating in- 
come since the start of its amended 
rehabilitation plan in 1999, and 
registered net income for the past 
three fiscal years. 

The significant improvement in 
PAIS financial condition was 
brought about mainly by the in- 
crease in the net yield for each rev- 
enue passenger kilometer and the, 
overall increase in the number of. 
passengers throughout the rehabili- 
tation period. 

“indeed, PAL has established its 
financial stability and is in a posi- 
tion to continuously service its-out- 
standing debt obligations and does 
not foresee any payment default to 
any of its creditors and suppliers 
even after the company exits from 
rehabilitation,” the receiver said. 
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Lower power rates for ecozone locators OKd 


farming and fishery acti 


system. Lo 
Mayor Eivirita Templonuevo. 


AGRICULTURE Secretary Arthur C. Yap tries the shredder-shifter machine at the Agri and 

‘Aqua Techno-Demo Farm in Barangay Badio, Numancia, Aklan. The integrated farm mixes 
jes, as well as ornamental plants production and vermi- 

composting. It is being maintained by the local government and adopts organic farming 

ing on are Ernesto Templonuevo, innovator of the machine and Numancia 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘STATE-OWNED NATIONAL POW- 
er Corp. and the Lopez-led Mani- 
la Electric Co. have signed an 
agreement that will bring power 
rates down for locators in 10 in- 
dustrial estates and three eco- 
nomic zones covered by the Mer- 
alco franchise. 

In yesterday's signing ceremo- 
ny, Meralco president and chief 
operating officer Jesus Francisco 
said that from as much as PS per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh) in the past 
months, ecozone locators will en- 
joy a generation rate of only P3.52 
per kWh. 

Under the agreement, Napocor 
will provide up to 2,500 gigawatt- 
hours (GWh) of power at the re- 
duced rate yearly. 

“If Meralco wants more, then 
we're more than willing to sit 
down with them again. The vol- 
ume starts from 1,900 GWh to a 
maximum of 2,500 GWh," 
Napocor president Cyril Del 
Callar said. 


for ecozone locators.could even 
go down to P3.49 per kWh and to 
P3.46 per kWh, if the demand 
volume would go up to certain 
levels. 

While locators inside the 10 
industrial estates and three eco- 
zones within the Meralco fran- 
chise would be the first to bene- 
fit from the special rate, he said 
other entities could also avail 
themselves of the special rate 
provided they would meet some 
criteria. 

To qualify, he said a company 
should be registered with the 
Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority and located within an 
economic zone. It also had to 
have an average monthly de- 
mand of at least 1 megawatt 
(MW) and a load factor of at 
least 80 percent. 

In the case of the 10 industrial 
estates, he said all locators there 
would be entitled to the special 
rate—even those consuming less 
than 1 MWamonth—as their load 
factors were placed at more than 


Napocor, Meralco sign deal bringing rates 
down from P5 to P3.52 per kilowatt-hour 


The new rate would take effect 
upon the approval of the agree- 
ment by the Energy Regulatory 
Commission. 

“We have been advised to sub- 
mit a joint filing to the ERC, and 
ме hope to get a provisional ар- 
proval in the next few days. We 
hope to start implementing it by 
Sept. 26, or the October billing 
cycle of Meralco,” Francisco 
said. 

In the meantime, Semiconduc- 
tor and Electronic Industries in 
the Philippines Inc. (Seipi) chair 
Arthur Young said the new eco- 
zone rate would surely help boost 
investments in the economic 
zones. 

One ofthe concerns of busines 
es wanting to locate in the coun- 
try, he said, was the high cost of 
power. 

“The lower rate will help make 
(the country and the economic 
zones) more attractive than be- 
fore,” he said. 

Many of those that would bene- 
fit from the lower ecozone rate 


Neda signs Р502-М шыш 
farm program deal 


THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC 
and Development Authority has 
signed a memorandum of 
agreement for a P30.2-million 
farm program, which involves 
the dissemination of conserva- 
tion farming technologies. 

Dubbed as the National Pro- 
gram for Sustainable Upland 
Farming through the Estab- 
lishment of Conservation 
Farming Villages (CFVs), the 
project will put up “Barangay 
Sagip Saka” in selected land 
degradation hotspots in the 
country. 

Putting up model CFVs is 
seen to enhance the transfer of 
conservation farming tech- 
nologies and practices, an- 
chored on participatory plan- 
ning, monitoring and evalua- 
tion processes at the commu- 
nity level, the Neda said in 
statement. 

Implemented by the Philip- 
pine Council for Agriculture, 
Forestry and Natural Re- 
sources Research and Devel- 
opment, the program will be 
funded by the Kennedy Round 
2 grant through the Neda Pro- 
ductivity Enhancement Pro- 
gram. 

According to Neda Deputy 
Director General Rolando G. 
Tungpalan, the Neda PEP is 
envisioned to increase agri- 
cultural productivity and to 
serve as a knowledge dissemi- 
nation tool. 


GOINGS-ON 


“How do we propel, if not 
generate, more meaningful 
growth in agriculture? This is 
where we think KR2 can make a 
meaningful contribution,” he 
said. 

In the meantime, PCARRD 
deputy executive director Dani- 
lo Cardenas said the CFVs pro- 
Ject “marks the beginning of a 
long journey for the implemen- 
tation of an integrated ap- 
proach for a sustainable upland 
management and develop- 
ment.” 

He noted that the science and 
technology sector has been ad- 
vocating for measures to ad- 
dress the adverse effects of nat- 
ural catastrophes such as floods 
and landslides. 

“We look forward to the 
time that sustainability of our 
natural resources will be 
achieved, where no erosions 
will occur, no landslides, and 
no flooding. This is the core 
motive of our project—to 
save the land and eventually 
improve the lives of mil- 
lions,” he added. 

The CFVs project is among 
the latest batch of KR2 funding 
recipients. 

Twelve other beneficiaries 
from this batch cover 10 regions 
in the country, getting a total of 
P12.6 million. The first two 
batches of KR2-funded projects 
amounted to some P99 million. 

Amy Remo 


Francisco said the special rate 


80 percent. 


Corn output seen growing 
by 15.596 in second balf 


By Amy R. Remo 


CORN PRODUCTION IS EXPECTED TO 
increase by 15.5 percent to 4.018 million 
metric tons in the second half of 2007 
despite a prolonged dry spell, said an 
agriculture official. 

Last year, corn production in the sec- 
ond half reached 3.478 million metric 
tons, of which 1.985 million MT were 
yellow corn while 1.492 million MT were 
‘white corn. 

Agriculture Assistant Secretary Dennis 
Araullo said that even with a prolonged 
dry spell, the Department of Agriculture 
was keeping its second semester target 
because new areas in Visayas and Min- 
danao would be used for the quick 
turnaround planting program. 

Araullo, who is also the Ginintuang 
Masaganang Ani National Corn Program 
director, said yellow corn production was 
seen to reach 2.493 million metric tons 
and white corn, 1.525 million metric 
tons. 

‘According to GMA-Corn Program esti- 
mates, the drought-hit Cagayan Valley is 
expected to deliver 703,617 metric tons 
ог 17.5 percent of the сот supply in the 
second half. 

Nondrought areas in Central Min- 
danao is expected to harvest 827,078 
metric toi Northern Mindanao, 
705,295 metric tons; the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao, 528,047 
metric tons; the Davao Region, 273,565 
metric tons, and the entire Visayas, 
395,579 metric tons. 


Agriculture Secretary Arthur.C. Yap 
earlier expressed “cautious optimism” on 
the growth of agriculture sector, follow- 
ing the drought that struck rice- and 
corn-producing areas of Luzon. 

He placed the corn sector's full-year 
growth at 2.5-3 percent if dry spell would 
persist until December. : 

For this reason, the DA has been ac- 
tively implementing measures to combat. 
the adverse effects of the prolonged dry 
spell. 

The GMA-Corn Program earlier re- 
leased P56 million for the distribution of 
32,657 bags of hybrid corn seeds. 

Tt has also released a total of P26.21 
million for the installation of 125 shallow 
tube wells in corn-producing areas na- 
tionwide; distributed four mechanical 
corn dryers, 58 mechanical corn shellers 
and 42 units of 4 x 4 tractors, and con- 
structed 28 multi-purpose drying pave- 
ments. 

Araullo said the DA had also distribut- 
ed 114,322 seed bags to corn farmers аз 
of June this year under the GMA-Corn 
Program's Production Enhancement Pro- 
јест. 

Two post-harvest processing and 
trading centers were also put up in 
North and South Cotabato where the DA 
is carrying out the quick turnaround 
planting program to offset corn produc- 
tion losses. 

These centers were designed to ensure 
the continuous supply of quality corn 
and provide farmers a venue for market- 
ing their grains. 


were members of Seipi. 


Feli to raise 
funds via 5-yr 
notes issuance 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


PROPERTY FIRM FIL-ESTATE LAND INC. 
said it would issue $25 million worth of 
five-year convertible notes due 2012 to 
raise funds for its ongoing projects. 

Ina disclosure, Feli said it had signed an 
agreement for the convertible bond facility 
with Lim Asia Arbitrage Fund Inc. (the orig- 
inal bondholder), Lim Advisors Ltd. ( the 
arranger), Hong Kong Shanghai Banking 
Corp. (the trustee) and Banco de Oro-EPCI 
Inc. Trust Banking Group (paying, transfer 
and conversion agent). 

Convertible bonds represent quasi-debt 
instruments which can be converted into 
company shares of stock within the conver- 
sion period 

The facility tapped by Feli allows the con- 
version of the bonds into new shares within 
five years at a rate of P1.50 per share. 

‘The annual fixed interest or coupon rate 
of the bond is 4 percent, with an intended 
yield-to-maturity of 14 percent in the event 
that the notes are not converted by the 
holders within the five years. 

Feli also said the first $12.5 million of the 
$25 million worth of bonds would be of- 
fered to Lim Asia Arbitrage Fund via a pri 
vate placement. The remaining $12.5 mil- 
don worth of bonds will be issued to other 
investors in minimum increments of 
$100,000. 

А greenshoe option of up to $12.5 mil- 
lion will allow Feli to issue additional notes 
under the same terms and conditions with- 
in 2007, provided that the total notes is- 
sued do not exceed $25 million. 

Feli said the notes would be issued upon 
the signing of the facility although no spe- 
cific date was disclosed. 


Court drops case against GQI foreign, local execs 


Investment meet in Manila 
PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE PRESIDENT 
Francis Lim joins the list of international finan- 
clal executives who will be speaking before the 
2007 Pacific Region Investment Conference to 
be held in Manila on Oct. 18 and 19 at the Man- 
darin Oriental Hotel. 

Gerard A. Cruz, chair of the association, said 
the conference, which would focus on educa- 
tion and information, was expected to be at- 
tended by 300 delegates. 

Lim will talk about the PSE Securities Bor- 
rowing and Lending Program. 

 Apafs is a nonprofit educational and charita- 
ble association founded by representatives 
from public and private institutional funds in 
Asia Pacific. 


Sybase annual user conference 
Developers, database administrators, IT 
managers, sales professionals and execu- 
tives from around the world met in Las Ve- 
gas for the annual Sybase Inc. TechWave Us- 
er Training and Solutions conference recent- 
ly at Las Vegas" Mandalaya Bay Resort and 
Casino. 

This year's Sybase conference focused on 
the next phase of the company's Unwired Enter- 
prise Strategy, which called for the simplifica- 
tion of the development of mobility solutions to 
reach beyond the enterprise to the consumer. 

Nine delegates from the Philippines -- led by 
Sybase Philippines professional services di- 
rector Abelardo Talusig and account manager 
Michelle Hallare--attended the conference. 


THE QUEZON CITY REGIONAL Trial 
Court has dropped charges of syndi- 
cated estafa and ordered the lifting of 
amest warrants against top execu- 
tives of GoldQuest International Ltd. 
(GQD, a numismatics company. 

In a three-page order dated Sept. 
10, 2007, QC RTC Branch 219 presid- 
ing Judge Bayani Vargas upheld earli- 
er findings by Justice Secretary Raul 


Gonzalez that there was no basis in 
indicting GQI executives led by 
Malaysian ^ businessman Vi- 
jayeswaran Vijayaratnam and his Fil- 
ipino partners Tagumpay Pablo Perez 
Kintanar, Joseph Luis Eleuterio 
Tomacruz Bismark and Donna Marie 
Glenn Imson. 

Following the QC coures favor- 
able ruling, Interpol Philippines 


wrote to Interpol Lyon seeking the 
immediate withdrawal and removal 
of the Interpol Red Notices lodged 
against the GQI executives. This was 
duly complied with, leading to the 
withdrawal of the Interpol Red No- 
tices against them on Sept. 14, 
2007. 

The petition to withdraw the in- 
formation against the GQI execu- 


tives was filed by prosecutor Jen- 
nifer Cabanban-Ong last Aug. 23, 
2007. It was endorsed by Assistant 
Prosecutor Arthur Malabaguio and 
approved by Quezon City Prosecu- 
tor Claro A. Arellano. On Sept. 3, 
2007, State Prosecutors Rolando G. 
Ramirez and Philip L. dela Cruz sub. 
sequently filed a petition to lift the 
arrest warrants. 


PNOC unit to complete jatropha research in Nov 


PNOC ALTERNATIVE FUELS Corp., A 
subsidiary the Philippine National Oil 
Co., will complete in two months its 
research on what variety of jatropha 
to propagate in the country. 

"Wide-scale scientific work on jat- 
ropha is being done by PNOC-AFC, 
concerned government agencies and 
the academe. There is an ongoing 
study to find out which is the best vari- 
ety of jatropha that can be planted and 
is suitable in various parts of the coun- 
try" PNOC-AFC president and chief 
executive Peter Anthony Abaya said. 

"And while studies are ongoing, we 
encourage private initiatives in the 
propagation of varieties of local 
provenance. Test, learn and build 
confidence,” he added. 


In an earlier interview, he said 
PNOC-AFC had spent nearly $3 mil- 
lion for its research and development 
efforts. 

For the nurseries alone, he said the 
company had spent about P52 mil- 
lion, or more than a third of what it 
had spent so far on R&D. 

“We're still undergoing provenance 
testing. We've planted various vari- 

ies to test their behavior and their 
yield. Most likely, we'll use one of the 
varieties present in Mindanao and in 
Palawan,” he said. 

He explained that PNOC-AFC’s 
R&D team, together with its partners 
at the Department of Science and 
‘Technology, had planted six to seven 
Jatropha varieties. From these, the 


three best varieties would be recom- 
mended for propagation in planned 
plantations. 

The local jatropha varieties that 
PNOC-AFC had already tested includ- 
ed those found in General Santos City, 
Davao, Palawan, Batangas, Laguna, 
Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Camarines Sur 
and Sorsogon. 

"We're not being too aggressive in 
implementing the project because we 
want to be really careful. Jatropha 
plantations and refineries require huge 
investments, so we don't just want to 
plunge into this without being sure that 
the variety welll propagate will pro- 
duce the highest yield,” Abaya said. 

“We're very sure about the poten- 
tial of jatropha. What we're trying to. 


a 


be sure of now, through our R&D ef- 
forts, is what variety is best for propa 
gation,” he added. 

Former Agriculture Secretary 
William Dar had expressed reserva 
tions about the use of jatropha as а 
biodiesel feedstock, saying there was 
no assurance that this was a viable 
proposition. 

“I's good PNOC-AFC is investing in 
R&D, particularly in testing various 
lines found in the country and even 
varieties developed in other coun 
tries. We should enhance this because 
it will take at least four to five years 
after which you can ascertain which 
lines/varieties are suited to which 
part of the country" he said in an e 
mail message 10 the Isai ед 
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Greenspan sees 
higher recession odds 


the benchmark fed funds rate 


NEW YORK—FORMER FED- 
eral Reserve Chair Alan 
Greenspan said the probabili- 
ty of a US recession was now 
slightly more than a third, af- 
ter he, earlier in the year, put 
the chances at one-third, The 
Wall Street Journal reported 
in its online edition on Mon- 
day. 

Greenspan said there 
was a “very large” invento- 
ry of unsold, newly built 
homes putting pressure on 
builders to sell them quick- 
ly, the Journal reported, 
citing an interview with 
him. 

As a result, “we have the 
capability of far bigger price 
declines,” which will pinch 
home equity, lead to more 
defaults on subprime mort- 
gages and pressure con- 
sumer spending, Greenspan 
said, according to the Jour- 
nal. 

Greenspan, who stepped 
down as chair of the Fed in 
January 2006 after more 
than 18 years at the helm of 
the US central bank, is giving 
interviews to promote his 
memoir, "The Age of Turbu- 
lence: Adventures in a New 
World," which is being pub- 
lished on Monday. 

In the Journal interview, 
Greenspan said he had put. 
the odds of a national de- 

e in housing prices at 
less than 50-50, at least un- 
til a couple of months ago, 
based largely on the experi- 
ence of Britain and Aus- 


another interview, 


GREENSPAN 


Greenspan said that his suc- 
cessors at the US central bank 
should be cautious about cut- 
ting interest rates because of 
inflation risks, and he fore- 
cast home prices will drop 
further. 

Greenspan said the Fed 
should be careful not to cut 
rates too aggressively be- 
cause the risk of an “infla- 
tionary resurgence” із 
greater now than when he 
was chair, the Financial 
Times reported. 

Greenspan said the US 
housing slump is likely to 
deepen more than many ana- 
lysts expect, with home 
prices falling by at least a 
"large single-digit" percent- 
age amount and perhaps by a 
double-digit percentage, he 
said. 

Greenspan added that the 
possibility the housing 
slump will cause consumers 
to reduce spending makes it 
a particularly tricky chal- 
lenge for policy-makers. 

Reuters 


WAIT-AND-SEE ATTITUDE 


Oil prices fall to $78 on profit-taking 


SINGAPORE—OIL PRICES DROPPED 


yesterday to extend the previous ses- 
sion’s decline as traders sold crude 
contracts to lock in profits. 

Light, sweet crude for October 
delivery lost 51 cents to $78.59 a 
barrel in Asian electronic trading on 
the New York Mercantile Exchange 
by midmorning in Singapore. 

The contract on Friday fell 99 
cents to settle at $79.10 a bar- 
rel—the first decline in 10 ses- 
sions—despite setting a new intra- 
day record of $80.36 a barrel. 

Energy investors were watching 
for the outcome of a meeting of the 
US Federal Reserve Tuesday when 
the central banks chair Ben 


Bargain hunting pulls up 


SINGAPORE—GOLD GAINED ON 
bargain hunting on Monday, stay- 
ing within sight of a 16-month high 
of $717 an ounce struck last week 
with expectations running high for 
the US Federal Reserve to cut inter- 
est rates. 

Spot — gold тое — to 
$710.50/711.20 an ounce from 
$707.30/708.10 an ounce late in 
New York on Friday as the euro held 
within striking distance of last 
weeks all-time highs around 
$1.3927. 

“My gut feeling is when the.dust 
really starts to settle in this sub- 
prime issue, gold will be even more 


Bernanke and his colleagues will 


wait is up: The Federal Reserve 
meets this week to decide what 
to do about interest rates. 

However, investors might 
want to keep in mind that to- 
day's decision may end up rais- 
ing as many questions as it an- 
swers. 

The stock market plunged 
from record highs this summer 
on fears about souring home 
loans and excessive leveraged 
debt strangling corporate and 
economic growth. Since then, 
the big question on Wall Street 
has been: Will the Fed finally 
lower interest rates? Today, in- 
vestors will find out. 

No matter what the outcome, 
the stock market could be in for 
awild ride. 

Like many investment strate- 
gists, Bob Doll of BlackRock Inc. 
believes Fed policy-makers will 
lower rates by a quarter-point rate 
and alter their assessment of the 
‘economy—particularly given a 
decline of 4,000 jobs in August 
and weakening retail sales. But, 
he added, even if market gets its 
rate cut, the next day the market 
will probably ask: Now what? 

“Tm not even sure good news 
from the Fed means we're out of 
the woods in terms of volatility,” 
Doll said. 

With all of the recent weak 
economic data, many investors 
have been crossing their fingers 
for a half-point rate cut, a move 
‘Swiss Re chief US economist Kurt 
Karl said policy-makers are prob- 
ably loathe to make. “I don’t 
think they want to give the mar- 
ket everything it wants. Its a very 
difficult situation.” 

‘Moreover, some experts argue 
the Fed may not go through with 
a rate cut at all, because the cen- 
tral bank, which has not reduced 


since 2003, wants to avoid being 
viewed as bailing out investors. 

Plus, the dollar has fallen to an 
all-time low versus the 13-nation 
euro, the price of crude oil is in 
record terrain, and the Dow 
Jones industrial average is only 4 
percent below the all-time high 
Of 14,000.41 it reached in July. 

Last week, the major stock i 
dexes fared well; a good deal of 
the gains came from high ex- 
pectations of a rate cut, but 
some were also due to positive 
corporate news and an appar- 
ent return to normalcy in the 
market for commercial pa- 
per—bonds that companies sell 
for quick cash. 

‘The Dow ended up 2.51 per- 
cent; the Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 2.11 percent; and 
the Nasdaq composite index 
rose 1.42 percent. 

Ultimately the Feds two 
main concerns are core infla- 
tion—which strips out food and 
energy prices, and has been eas- 
ing recently—and the economy, 
which is at a greater risk of dip- 
ping into recession if the Fed 
doesn't make a rate cut, Karl 
said. 

"Is it a bailout, or a protection 
of the economy? You can inter- 
pret it both ways," he said. 

Кап said it’s not the Fed's job 
to worry about the dollar, ex- 
cept for how it may affect the 
economy. 

A weak dollar makes imported 
goods more costly for Americans, 
and discourages foreign in- 
vestors from buying dollar-de- 
nominated assets like US Trea- 
sury bonds. But it boosts exports 
and benefits companies who pull 
in a chunk of their revenue from 
overseas. 

‘Another reason the Fed's rate 


BANGKOK—ONE 
land's coup, 


YEAR AFTER THAI- 
the kingdom's economic 


decision Tuesday might not to- 
tally placate investors is that 
there's flood of important data 
pouring in this week with the 
potential to stir up more jitters 
about the economy and future 
Fed policy: Notably, August 
prices for producers and con- 
sumers, August housing starts, 
and weekly jobless claims. 

Most economists anticipate 
very little change in core prices, 
ongoing sluggishness in hous- 
ing and an uptick in jobless 
claims, 

Also, the major investment 
banks—Bear Stearns, Lehman 
Brothers, Morgan Stanley and 


APEDESTRIAN walks by a market monitor in Taipei, Taiwan share 
prices closed 1.46 percent lower due to profit taking, dealers said. лт 


Goldman Sachs—release their 
third-quarter earnings this 
week 

Wall Street will be poring 
over the reports to see if the 
banks’ balance sheets held up 
during August's credit squeeze 
and stock market plunge. 

And furthermore, even if the 
Fed does exactly what the ma- 
jority of investors want, predict- 
ing its next move will continue 
to be Wall Streets favorite 
game. 

According to  BlackRock's 
Doll, "A preoccupation with 
what the Fed is up to is here to 
stay for some time." AP 


Thai economy lags in SE Asia 


stitution done in as short a time as possible. 
So there was not a broader focus on the 


determine their next move on inter- 
est rates, analysts said. 

‘Some energy investors had been 
worried that credit tightness result- 
ing from problems in the US mort- 
gage industry is spreading to other 
sectors, which could curb demand 
for oil and gasoline. 

Over the short term, a rate cut 
would provide an important psy- 
chological boost. It could make in- 
vestors, businesses and others less 
inclined to clamp down or make 
drastic changes in their behavior 
that would hurt the economy. 

Shum said crude futures were de- 
dining Monday оп profit-taking 


attractive as an asset which is not 
really subject to a credit crunch,” 
said Darren Heathcote of Investec 
Australia in Sydney. 

“Ies holding onto its safe haven 
status for-the time being. Physical 
buying is stil relatively strong," he 
said. 

Gold, used in jewelry and as an 
investment tool, has rebounded 
around 10 percent from a seven- 
week low reached in mid-August. It 
hit a low of $641.10, when in- 
vestors sold gold to raise cash to 
cover margin calls on losses trig- 
gered by a meltdown in the US sub- 
prime mortgage market. 


and the reduced threat of tropical 
storms on key oil and gas infrastruc- 
ture in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Oils rapid rise from $69 a barrel less 
than a month ago has been propelled 
by falling US oil inventories, concems 
about growing demand and specula- 
tive buying by large investment funds. 

Several analysts are now sounding 
alarms, arguing that there are no fun- 
damental reasons supporting ой rally 

In London, October Brent crude 
fell 24 cents to $75.98 a barrel on 
the ICE futures exchange. 

Heating oil futures lost 0.68 cent 
to $2.201 a gallon (3.8 liters) while 
gasoline futures fell 1.04 cents to 
$2.026 a gallon. АР 


gold prices 


“I guess $720 is definitely the 
topside. If we want to see the price 
hitting $800, which is possible, we 
need to clear the psychological lev- 
els of $720 and $730," said a dealer 
in Singapore. 

Gold hit an all-time high of $850 
an ounce, fixed in London on Jan. 
21, 1980. 

‘The euro dipped to $1.3858 on 
Monday but hovered near last 
week's all-time highs around mea- 
sured against a basket of major cur- 
rencies, the dollar touched a 15- 
year low of 79.30 last week before 
bouncing modesly to 79.72. 

Reuters. 


growth ranks among the lowest in South- 
east Asia as domestic demand and invest- 
ment have slumped due to political uncer- 
tainty, analysts said. 

The economy is expected to rise over 4 
percent this year, far below average 
growth of 5.6 percent in the region led by 
Indonesia, Singapore and booming Viet- 
nam, according to the Asian Development. 
Bank. 

Political turmoil has gripped Thailand 
since early 2006, when protests erupted de- 
manding the resignation of prime minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra, who was accused of 
abuse of power and corruption. 

But last September's bloodless coup, 
which toppled Thaksins government, 
failed to end the political deadlock and in- 
stead pushed the nation into deeper uncer- 
tainty, slowing already wobbly economic 
activities, analysts said. 

“The Thai economy was already heading 
for a slowdown before the coup, but things 
got worse after the coup,” said Kitti 
Nathisuwan, a senior economist at Mac- 
quarie Research Equities in Bangkok. 

"Private consumption and private invest- 
ment deteriorated further because people 
were very uncertain about the future. Polit- 
ical uncertainty was the biggest negative 
factor for the economy," Kitti said. 

The army-installed government did little. 
tospur growth, analysts said. 

Sriyan Pietersz, head of research at JP 
Morgan Securities Thailand, said the jun- 
ta's priority was not the economy but the 
passage of an army-backed constitution in 
the kingdom's first-ever referendum. 

“The focus has been on getting the con- 


economy,” he said. 

‘Thai voters approved the charter in Au- 
gust, paving the way for post-coup elec- 
tions in December. 

Sukhbir Khanijoh, a senior economist at 
Kasikorn Securities in Bangkok, said he was 
hopeful that the Thai economy would pick 
up after the December polls. 

The junta's economic policies took a dis- 
astrous start with implementation of con- 
troversial capital controls, which caused 
the biggest-ever one day drop in the Thai 
stock market in December 2006. 

‘The capital measures, which were aimed 
at halting the Thai baht's rise, were seen as 
а steep tax on equity investments, prompt- 
ing investors to dump shares. 

Facing stock losses worth a staggering 
$23 billion, the central bank was forced to 
ease the controls for equities and property 
in an embarrassing policy U-turn. 

Even when the baht hit 10-year highs 
against the dollar in July, pressuring 
growth of exports, the key driver of the 
economy, investors were hardly impressed 
by government measures aimed at weaken- 
ing the local unit, he said. 

Under the schemes, ordinary Thais can 
open US dollar-denominated bank ac- 
counts with deposits worth up to 
$100,000 and Thai firms are allowed to 
keep foreign currency revenues for a 
longer period. 

But what really pressured the baht to 
more than 34 to the dollar from a 10-year- 
high of 33.2 in early July was foreign capi- 
tal flight sparked by the US housing loan 
crisis, not the government's measures, ana- 
lysts said. AFP 


Female purchasing power helps balance China's economy 


SHENZHEN, CHINA—WAIT- 
ing for a friend in Shenzhen's 
plush Kingglory Plaza, Chen 
Jing, 25, admires her new red 
Nokia mobile phone. 

Complete with 3G and MP3 
features, the phone cost just over 
3,000 yuan ($400)—Chen's en- 
tire monthly wage. 

But she's more than pleased 
with her purchase. 

“It looks really good,” she 
says. 

Extravagant spending per- 
haps, but female consumers like 
Chen are spurring much-need- 
ed growth in Chinese consump- 
tion and helping offset the 
country’s high savings rate, а 
source of tension with its trad- 
ing partners. 

"Urban women consumers 
will be spending much of their 
hard-earned cash on personal 
travel and related cultural and 
recreational activities, dining 


out, shopping, as well as buying 
cars and pursuing urban leisure 
lifestyles," 


Yuwa Heidrick- 


comparable figures for the Unit- 
ed States and India were 70 per- 


economic growth to slump to 
around 5 percent in the second 
half of 2008 from an estimated 


like 


tection and—in boomtowns 
Shenzhen—homebuyers’ 


been better: Credit Suisse esti- 
mates average monthly wages 


Wong, economic adviser to 
MasterCard International, said. 


Olympic boost 

Their spending will help de- 
termine which foreign brands 
succeed in China. 

Credit Suisse cites luxury 
goods firms LVMH, Christian 
Dior and Valentino among its 
top picks along with watch 
maker Swatch Group as well as 
Nokia and Coca-Cola Co. 

China's retail sales rose 15.7 
percent in the first eight months 
of this year, reflecting rising in- 
comes and urbanization. 

Household ^ consumption, 
however, is the lowest of any 
major economy. 

Tr fell to 36.4 percent of gross 
domestic product in 2006 from 
37.7 percent in 2005, when the. 


centand 61 percent. 

The downtrend is now new: 
In 1990, China's ratio was 49 
percent. 

That makes China too depen- 
dent on investment, which risks 
overheating, and exports, 
whose share of GDP has dou- 
bled in the past decade to 40 
percent—more than twice that 
ofthe United States and Japan. 


Reduced reliance 

1f China consumed more, im- 
ports would rise, narrowing a 
ballooning trade surplus. 

Reduced reliance on exports, 
moreover, would make the 
economy less vulnerable to 
global economic shocks. 

CLSA sees the US econo- 
my—China's biggest trading 
partner—tipping into recession 
late this year, causing China's 


11.5 percent for all of 2007. 

DBS's Leung disagrees: Pend- 
ing interest rate cuts will shore 
up the US economy and the Bei- 
jing Olympics will help boost 
China's retail sales by 18 per- 
cent in 2008, he says. 

‘That's still relatively weak 
given that exports and invest- 
ment are surging by 20-30 per- 
cent annually. But analysts say 
there is no quick fix. 

“[fretail sales grow any faster 
China will have an overheating 
problem because the economy 
is already expanding by 11 per- 
cent and investment is growing 
by 20-30 percent,” said Tim 
Condon, Asia economist at ING 
Financial Markets in Singapore. 

High savings rates reflect job 
insecurity at restructuring state 
companies, shaky welfare pro- 


need to keep up with soaring 
property prices. 

Outside Kingglory Plaza, 
George Clooney grins benevo- 
ently from an Omega watch ad- 
vert. But even he was having 
difficulty persuading men in the 
mall to spend one recent Sun- 
day afternoon. 

Calvin Klein and Hugo Boss 
have “sale” signs across their 
windows, but men in the mall 
mostly sit around checking mo- 
bile phones or playing with 
their children. 


Born to spend 

If young women seem more 
financially carefree, it could be 
because rapid growth has en- 
abled them to break out of tra- 
ditional roles. 

Job opportunities for educat- 
ed women in cities have never 


among urban 20- to 29-year- 
olds jumped 34 percent in 
2006, while average urban in- 
comes grew 18 percent. 

Donis Zhao, 26, a beauty con- 
sultant, says her mother, a doc- 
tor, keeps telling her to start 
saving, but she sees no need. 

“I want to focus on my job. If L 
work very hard and lear a lot, I 
can eam more,” she said. “в not 
like when my mother was young 
20 years ago and China was poor” 

Gen Tang, a 20-something 
Hong Konger married to a 
Shenzhen native, says young 
‘Chinese women are too suscep- 
tible to advertising by foreign 
brands. 

“They're buying for status,” 
he said. "IV tells them: This is 
good and they buy it,” he said, 
referring to Louis Vuitton. 

Reuters 
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Has joined her Creator and her loving husband, 


Apolonio Н. Ramos, and her deceased brothers OBITUARIES 
and sisters, Nening & Encarnita Johnson, 
Rosita & Augusto Guerrero, Danding & т 


Charing Diokno, Chochoy & Nena Laguardia, ; 
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Her bereaved daughter Carmina & son-in-law V God.” (Colossians 3:16) 
Warren, her stepchildren, Jessie & Caroline , Jun 
& Letty, Nene & Rey, Baby & Larry, her siste Lt. Colonel Jose $. Consengco, $. THE MISSIONARY BENEDICTINE SISTERS 
p 


in-law, Lita Caguiat, all her nephews, nieces, i st Scholastica's Priory Manila 
grandchildren, great grandchildren and other (Army Ret.) 
announce the death of 


relatives request the pious reader to pray for the acefullyjolned his Creator on Sept: 1, 2007. 
eternal repose of her soul. i 
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"n His remains lie in state on Sept. 17 - 19, 2007 

Death Notice at Chapel C of Christ the King Church, Greenmeadows. 

ESTELITA PARAISO ONDEVILLA : 
Died on September 14, 2007 at the age of 73. Interment will be at The Heritage Park, Bayani Road, 
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“Come to Me, all you who are weary 
Her body lcs in маш: on Оро Street, Gumobatan, Albay. Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City on Sept, 20, 2007 © and burdened, and | will give you rest.” 
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DM9 JaymeSyfu, one of the 5 most 
creative shops in the Agency of the Year 


DM9 JAYMESYFUS WORKS IN THEIR 
very first year of operations already earned 
them a finalist position in the Agency of the 
‘Year Best in Creative category. Other final- 
ists were JWT, TBWA Santiago Mangada 
Puno, and BBDO Guerrero Ortega. The 
overall Best in Creative for 2006 was Ogilvy 
& Mather. 

Eleven agencies had entries in the Cre- 
ative category, which was based on the qual- 
ity of creative ideas demonstrated in the 
agency's submitted body of work. It was in- 
teresting to note that the agency size doesn't 
count in this category. The body of work, 
consisted of the agency's 6 best ads, was 
judged for its consistency and quality of 
ideas -across media vehicles and across 
brands. Awards won in local; regional and 
global competitions helped in eaming 
points for the work. 


Ё 


DM9 JaymeSyfu's 6 best ads were their 
work for Smart (“Father” ТУС), McDonald's 
("Good Kuya” TVC), Coppertone ("Shadow" 
Poster), Tower Records ("White" banner), 
Extraderm (“Peel off" Promo /POS) and a 


radio spot for Schering Plough's nasal de- 
congestant Drixine ("Game show"). 

After the judging last month, judges were 
guessing which agency would make it to the 
top 5 most creative. Based on track records, 
BBDO, JWT, TBWA and O&M will surely be 
among the five. "The wild card kept every- 
one guessing. When our agency's name was 
called, we were simply ecstatic. Imagine, 
making it on the list in just one year?" DM9 
chief creative officer Merle Jayme added. 

The members of the Jury for Best in Cre- 
ative were Raul Castro (McCann), Richard 
Irvine (Leo Burnett), David Guerrero (BB- 
DO), Melvin Mangada (TBWA), Teeny Gon- 
zalez (DDB), Socky Pitargue (PC&V), Abby 
Jimenez (Jimenez Basic). 

‘Tobe eligible in the Agency of the Year, an 
agency must be a fully accredited member of 
the 4А5. 
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HP GOES ‘HANDS ON’ TO HELP KIDS WITH CANCER 


HP PHILIPPINES AND HANDS ON 
MANILA (HOM) have organized a feed- 
ing program to lend a helping hand to 
dozens of kids staying at the Center for 
Heallh Improvement and Life Develop- 
ment (Child) House at the PCSO Com- 
plex, Quezon City. The Child House isa. 
temporary home that provides free 
room and board for indigent patents 
from the provinces who have cancer or 


their childrens! medical treatment, ex- 
plained Dr. Erwin Francisco Estimo, 
Child House medical officer, We have 
about fifty kids here at any given time, 
ай of whom are suffering from linesses 
that require prolonged treatment or 
‘monitoring, Almost two-thirds of them 
are cancer patients. "We're thankful to 
HP and so many others who care and 
who have helped us meet the needs of 


DAVAO CITY MAYOR RECEIVES ART PIECE 
Davao City Mayor Rodrigo R. $ 

Duterte receives from publicist Ма- 
bel А. Guia the ‘Iraq’ protest art do- 
nation of the distinguished contem- 
porary artist, Rome based Tomas 
Concepcion. Iraq, one of the art 
pieces in the Golden Homecoming 
Exhibit of the artist held in the city, 
will be displayed at the newly re- 
modeled Davao museum. Guia, 
project director of Salida Filipina 
Corp — ап arts, culture and educa- 
tion advocate in new media, pre- 


sented the art exhibit together with 
the Italian Embassy recently. 


BPO INTL ORTIGAS OFFICE INAUGURATION 
BPO international inaugurated its ға 

new office їп Ortigas July 26. Lead- 
ing the team in welcoming the 
‘quests are the company's chair Fran- 
cisco Dizon, its president and CEO 
Christopher Orcullo and chair of the 
‘executive committee Robert Cokeng. 
The company used to be an out- 
sourcing unit of SGV & Co (a mem- 
ber practice of Ernst & Young global) 
until it became an independent entity 
in 2002. Hence, you can see current 
and retired partners from SGV grac- 
ing the occasion -- led by its chair. 
and managing partner David L. 
Balangue. Clients and friends were 


there to join the celebration. It was a 
memorable occasion for the compa- 
ny as it celebrates another milestone 
in its quest to become one of the 
best if not the best local outsourcing 
provider in the country. 


L D 

SMASH FOR A CAUSE 

The 2nd Ronald McDonald House 
Charities’ Corporate Badminton Tour- 
nament on Sept. 22 and 29 at Yonex 
Badminton Center has already raised 
Р1.5М for RMHCS Bright Minds Read 
Program. Shown (from lft): Ronald 
McDonald House Charities executive 
director Zonito Torrevillas, Ronald 
McDonald and McDonald's CFO and 
executive vice president Bing Ba- 


choco thank the major sponsors: Co- 
са-соіа Company customer market- 
ing director Herman Medina-Cue, Mo- 
‘Cormick Phils business manager eliz- 
abeth Sy, Havi Food Phils Inc team. 
leader Michael Santos, Globe Telecom. 
consultant enterprise business group. 
Stephanie Chan and senior account 
manager, Globe Solutions sales 
Rachel Nepomuceno. 


Republic Cement Corp-Norzagaray 
Plant, a Lafarge Associated Company 
(LAC), recently responded to the De- 
partment of Environment and Natural 
Resources’ (DENR) Trees for Life 
Campaign by planting 1,000 hardwood 
trees and adopting a portion of the crit- 
ically endangered Ipo Watershecin 
Norzagaray, Bulacan. Employee-volun- 
teers from Lafarge’ head office as well 
as its Republic Cement Corp. Bulacan 
Plant also joined the event in partner- 


ship with Hands On Manila Founda- 
tion, Manila Water Company, the 
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewer- 
age System (MWSS), and the Norza- 
атау local government. Shown with 
the volunteers (middle) are Lizza Vical 
Фо, plant manager of Republic Cement 
Corp Norzagaray, and Joel Lacsamana, 
LAC vice president for corporate com- 
minications, presenting a narra 
seedling to a local Dumagat ranger at 
the watershed. 
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NEW BALANCE POWER RACE: NEXT LEVEL 

New Balance and Planet Sports nc letes Foot-Ermita, Signature Brands for 
(PSI) teams up with Clark Development — Less-Subie. Shown are (from lef: Noel 
Corp (CDC) to bring the New Balance — Manaki-VP for finance, СОС; Bing 
Power Race: Next Tbvel to be staged on Buenaventura - brand manager, New 
Nov. 11 at Clark Freeport Zone, It wil of- Balance; Danny de la Репа - GM, Р 

fer 10km and 25km race formats with Anton Gonzalez - president, PSI; Libera- 
‘open and age group categories. Dead- to P. Laus~president/GEO, CDC; Eric 
line of registration is on Oct. 14. Partici- — Imperio - EMI Race technical director, 
pants can register at the folowing cen- Noemi B. Garcia - manager, Tourism 
tors: New Balance-Glorietta 4, New Bal- and Cultural Affairs Office; Eien Santos - 
ance-Shangria, Planet Sports-Rock- secretary, СОС; Frank Madlambayan - 
wel, Planet Sports-Greenhil, The Ath- УР for operation and technical services. 
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Unlock the secret of whiteness with Snowcaps 
THERE'S A NEWEST AND MOST CONVENIENT 

way to get great looking and whiter skin in a 

more potent formula. Introducing SnowCaps, by 

taking one capsule at least once a day allows 

you to achieve the whiteness movie star has. Ev- 

‘ery capsule of SnowCaps contains 500mg Clini- 

cal Strength Reduced L-Glutathione and sup- 

ported by Alpha Lipoic Acid and Vitamin C. The Clinical Strength Reduced 
L-Glutathione helps treat blood disorder and detoxifies the liver which Is 
highly effective in reversing the metabolism of melanin that lightens dark 
pigmentation. It's the same process used in most clinic but in a capsule 
form. The result is as good as a complete treatment in a dermatologist 
but cost you less. SnowCaps can be bought in box or per capsule at rea- 
sonable price because whitening shouldn't be expensive so that everyone 
сап wear white skin. SnowCaps is available in Mercury Drugs and all 
leading drugstores nationwide. For inquiries, text Vida Nutriscience hot- 
line at 0927-9927000 or visit their website at www.snowwhitening.com. 


My Book Pro Edition 

'WD'S MY BOOK PRO EDITION EXTERNAL HARD DRIVE 
with triple interface combines three leading external hard 
drive interfaces (FireWire 800, FireWire 400, and USB 
2.0) on one drive for maximum performance and univer- 
sal connectivity. Designed to work on both Macintosh 
computers and PCs, this drive includes powerful EMC 
Retrospect Express backup and recovery software, a 
unique Capacity Gauge LED, capacities up to 750 GB. 


Live, study, succeed at UniverCity 
UNIVERCITY CONVENIENCE 
Flats, a residential condominium 
project of Step One Property 
Builders’ Inc (Sopbi), one of the 
country's most progressive medi- 
um-rise condominium developers 
today, is aptly named because it is 
situated in the University Belt Area, 
‘specifically in Concepcion Aguila 
Street in Quiapo, Manila, and 
caters to students, employees and 
the upwardly mobile professionals. 
who prefer to live close to schools 
and/or places of work, The project 
has studio and two-bedroom 
units, spacious parking slots, and 
provisions for telephone and cable 
lines. Five commercial units are al- 
so available at the ground floor. A 
one-bedroom model studio can 
accommodate as many as four 


7. MAIN LOBBY 


persons. All units at UniverCity are 
very affordable with flexible pay- 
ment terms. A 22-square meter 
studio unit, for example, Is priced 
at only P1.2 million. The down 
payment of P200,000 can even be 
settled in six equal installments 
while the balance of P1 milion is 
payable through Pag-Ibig, bank or 
in-house financing. For inquiries, 
call Sopbi at 891-3371, 891-5554, 
891-5511 or 891-5551 


Igmaan: A seaside standout 

ROWS AND ROWS OF GENERIC "PALUTO" 

restaurants greet you upon entering Seaside 

Complex at Macapagal Boulevard. Diners, 

especially first-timers, can get lost in the 

restaurant maze a they try and pick out 

which one of these dining places can offer 

the best in terms of quality, service and am- 

bience. Entrepreneurs Bobby Demalata, 

Noriel Ricaforte and Liza Arcilla-Ricaforte 

stand by this maxim when they created Ig- 

maan (derived from "ута" which is a 

кагау-а word for lunch so it literally means a 

place to have lunch) - a bright, cheery, post- 

modern “paluto" restaurant completewitha iiti 

crystal chandelier to lend a stark contrast to the yellow and orange walis. 
Bobby stepped on the plate and came up with innovative dishes that won- 
derfully rounds off igmaan's standout interiors and efficient service staff. 
igmaan is open everyday of the week from 10 a.m. to 12 midnight and is 
located at the Seaside Complex along Macapagal Boulevard in Pasay City. 
Cooking charges range from P80 to P200 per kilo depending on the ingre- 
dients. For inquiries and reservations, you may call Bobby, a master in 
picking out the freshest fish, shrimps and crabs. He can be reached at 497- 
2690, 0928-7772547 or 0928-5059405. 


The Classic Savory Chicken now at Mall of Asia 
THE CLASSIC SAVORY CHICKEN 
recently opened its first branch at 
the SM Mall of Asia. The newly 
opened branch is located at the 
ground floor of the Entertainment 
Mall. Another branch also recently 
‘opened at the SM SuperCenter in 
Pasig. Introduced In 1950 by the 
Ting brothers, the Savory Chicken 
is known for its tasty, julcy and ten- 
der chicken. Aside from the Savory 
Chicken, the menu also includes 
other popular Chinese dishes. The 


who launched the first Savory 

branch in Escolta are re-launching 
the Classic Savory Chicken so that 
the future generations can contin- 
ue to savor this unique fried chick- 


third generation of the Ting family en and other specialties 


other dreaded diseases and who have 
no place to stay while undergoing 
medical evaluation and/or treatment. 
The Child House is run and facilitated 
by Paglipon ng Tao Mission-Ministry, a 
‘non-government organization that 
aims to help society's poorest and 
neediest members, especially cancer- 
stricken children and thelr familles. ‘The 
people who come to Child House have. 
nowhere else to go. Many have sold 
everthing they own, even their proper- 
ties in the provinces, just to pay for 


cof our patients sad Paglipon ng Tao 
Mission-Ministry head Nonie Roa. 
Aside from the feeding program, HP al- 
зо donated P25,000 worth of Sodexho 
gift checks to the Child House to help 
with groceries and other additional 
needs. Photo shows HP's April Maral 
and HOM resource mobilization man- 
ager Саге Algarme (fourth and third 
{rom right, respectively) tum over the 
Sodexho git checks о Paglipon ng Tao 
Head Nonie Roa, as parents, volun- 
teers, and staff of Child House look on. 


FILIPINO DOCTOR SPEAKS IN US MEDICAL CONFAB 
Dr. Juan Sanchez, a Filipino plastic surgeon who ЕЯ 
wrote the books ‘Oriental Rhinoplasty’ and 

“Asian Rhinoplasty, A Guide for Aesthetic Sur- 

geons' recently delivered a talk with the topic 

“Enhancement of the Asian Look before an au. 

ence of US and Filipino doctors at the medical 

convention put up by the UST Medical Alumni 

Association of America in Las Vegas. Sixteen 

years into plastic surgery practice, Sanchez is a UST medicine graduate. 
He received his training in plastic and reconstructive surgery at Makati 
Medical Center and further training in aesthetic, craniofacial and mi- 
crovascular surgery in Norfolk, Virginia In the US. He is currently a con- 
sultant in plastic surgery at Fe del Mundo Medical Center, Philippine Heart 
Center, Philippine Children's Medical Center and the AFP Medical Center. 


АМ AFTERNOON OF LOVE SONGS, POEMS AT LCCM 
Candle light, beautiful music and 
rose petals strewn around the place, 
lend La Consolacion College Manila's 
‘Thal Café" , а romantic ambience dur- 
ing a special poetry reading session 
(graced by the presence of Virgie 
Moreno, poet par excellence. The 
event, which was spearheaded by 
Lito Casaje, LCCM's director for per- 
forming arts was organized to get to- 
gether the school's poetry lovers, 
both students and faculty, to share 
and bask in the magic and romance. 
of reading poetry. The poetry perfor- 


mance is part of LOCM's program in 
enhancing culture and arts in cam- 
pus and the cozy Thai Coffee Shoppe. 
was a perfect venue for the affair, 
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BPI PARTNERS WITH KOREA'S WOORI ВАМ 

The Bank of the Philippine islands Shown during the BPI-Woori Bank 
(BPI) is strengthening itsstancein МОА signing: (seated from left) BPI 
providing a better and a more depend- senior vice-president Teresita B. Tan, 
able remittance service for OFW'sin BPI president Aurelio B. Montinola I, 
Korea when it recently enteredintoa and Woori Bank International trade 
special agreement with Seoul-based business head Sunkew Lee. Witness- 
Woori Bank. Under theagreement, ing the signing of the agreement were 
Woori Bank wil otficialybeoneof BPI globai remittance division's senior 
BP's international correspondent vice-president Raul D. Dimayuga, vice 
banks and wil faciitate remittance president Reinier C. Jeongco, and se- 
transactions for OFWs who wish to nior manager/marketing officer Melin- 
send money from Korea to theirfarni- da V. Dulay, together with Woori Bank 
lies her in the Philippines via BPI. Bonshin Koo and Byung Yoon Ohe. 
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UNILAB SUPPORTS GMA KAPUSO FOUNDATION 
Unilab, the largest and leading Filipino ities were outlined, among them Uni- 
pharmaceutical company in the coun- labis support for the Kapuso feeding 
try through its Consumer Health programs and medical missions. Oth: 
(ООСН) Group recently pledged to er members of the Unilab team were. 
provide support for GMA Kapuso Celia Caballero, consumer health se- 
Foundation projects. Led by Unilab nior manager for media (third from 
consumer link group led by assistant the right), Rodel Magsalin, consumer 
vice president Jose Romana (extreme health manager for professional mar 
left), а ULCH team paid a courtesy vis- keting (second from the right), and 
itto GMA-7 executive vice president corporate affairs officer Raymond 
for Kapuso Foundation Mel Tiangco Santiago (extreme right). Also presen" 
(third from left) to explore areas ofco- in the discussions were GMA Kapusa 
operation and support for their re- executive director Manuel dela Fuenti: 
spective advocacies Numerous activ- Jt (second to the left) 


Guess what...The reason | can get away 
from the office so much nowadays is: 


A. I just bought the company and everybody wants me to find the "real те"... 


B. 1 convinced HR to hire 20 new junior staff to do all my work, and I've also got a girl 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 


C. The Smarter BlackBerry 
The Smarter BlackBerry comes with full phone and PDA functions, Internet browsing and The Smarter BlackBerry. 


faxing, as well as real-time push email. You can now work as effectively out of the office You really wanna know me. 
as in it. Didn't we say it's smarter? 


BlackBerry. e-mail cbg@smart.com.ph / call: 511-2328 Еме 


n My Pocket Solution 


IM logo, BlackBony, the BlackBerry logo and SureType are registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and may be pending or registered in other countries 
these and other marks of Rescarch In Motion Limited are used under license, 
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v Builds Lean Muscle Mass 

v Burns Body Fat Faster 
Strengthens immune System 
v Develops Stronger Bones 

v Promotes Healthy Aging 
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ASAFE and better life for all Filipinos 


By Chelo B. Formoso 


INKY PE TOBIANO 

has been battling 

cancer for three 
years now, but this has 
not stopped her from 
starting what seems to be 
the fight of her life. 

For a slip of a woman, and a 
cancer survivor at that, Tobiano 
is quite the woman warrior. 
Thank heavens for that be- 
cause, otherwise, the public 
would never have confirmed 
that the water we have been us- 
ing in Metro Manila is tainted 
with bacteria and fecal matter. 

As to be expected, the two gi- 
ant corporations supplying the 
metropolis with water went bal- 
listic and vehemently denied 
that the water was tainted. 

What for? Everyone always 
suspected there were harmful 
things in our water supply any- 
way, or why else have sales of 
bottled purified water been up? 
By coming.out with the results 
of the water testing by her com- 
pany, Qualibet Testing Services, 
Tobiano must be credited for 
making the public realize that 
the quality of the water we use. 
in our homes is an issue too im- 
portant to ignore. 

The water that Maynilad and 
Manila Water are pumping into 
our households may be clean, 
even above standard, as they 
claim, “But that could be true 
only up to the meter,” said To- 
biano at a recent luncheon to 
alert the media against not only 
water contaminants but the un- 
safe contents in food, makeup 
and toy materials. 

She cautioned that, from the 
meter, the water could also be 
contaminated with germs, lead 
and other substances that cause 
gastrointestinal diseases, skin 
infections, learning disabilities 
and even cancer. 


For swimming, too 

Suppliers therefore do not 
have the sole responsibility of 
safeguarding the water, To- 
biano commended the Century 
Properties Group, one of the 
most trusted urban master 
planning and property manage- 


ment firms in the country, for its 
current project of monitoring 
water at its properties. 

То ensure the health and safe- 
ty of residents, Century Proper- 
ties has hired Qualibet to test the 
water monthly in all of its build- 
ings—54 of them—as well as in 
Canyon Ranch in Cavite. 

"We are testing not only the 
water from the tap but also the 
water in the swimming pool,” 
said Tobiano. And while most of 
the testings by Qualibet are 
done for hardly a fee, she noted 
that Century Properties was a 
paying customer, 

"Ies a small amount to pay for 
a service that gives you peace of 
mind," said Jose E.B. Antonio, 
chair of the Century Properties 
Group and also the Philippines' 
special envoy to the People's Re- 
public of China. 

According to Dr. Wency Kiat, 
a toxicologist from SLMC who 
Served asa resource person dur- 
ing the forum, it is best to boil 
water for drinking. 


Badoil 

In addition to water, Tobiano 
also alerted the media about 
dangerous substances in food, 
cosmetics, toys and cheap 
generic medicines now out in 
the market. 

Trans fat in food was a major 
concern at the forum. It is when 
hydrogen is added to vegetable 
Ой to increase the shelf life and 
flavor stability of foods that 
trans fat is formed. Like saturat- 
ed fat and cholesterol, trans fat 


puts you at greater risk for coro- 


nary heart disease. 

"There should be a warning 
on foods like there is a warning 
on cigarette packs," said Kiat. 
"It should say trans fat is dan- 
gerous to your health." 

In her crusade against trans 
fat and for proper labeling of 
food, Tobiano has found an ally 
in the widely popular bakeshop 
Goldilocks. 

Marketing director Pinky T. 
Yee reported that Goldilocks 
used “medical-grade sanitation 
procedures in all its produc- 
tion." 


A food company that requires | 


an extremely large volume of 
egg supply every day would do. 
well to conduct tests for 
salmonella, other bacteria and 
all forms of infestation. This 
Goldilocks does. 

Each manufacturing plant, 
she said, was equipped with ul- 
traviolet light-air filters that 
eliminated 99 percent of all air- 
borne bacteria in all food-han- 
dling areas. Yee added that 
strict standards also applied to 
packaging. Goldilocks also uses 
the latest techniques available 
for pest control. 


HEALTHY 
bread from 
Goldilocks 
(left, above). 
At Qualibet, 
water 
samples 
from 
households 
are tested 
fora fee of 
P500. 


Putting 


food, water 


to the test 


Pinky Tobiano is also alerting 
the media about cosmetics, toys 
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and cheap generic medicines 


But a bakeshop is a bakeshop 
is a bakeshop, right? Its prod- 
ucts are made of sugar, butter, 
margarine and other ingredi- 
ents that in recent years have 
been getting a bum rap as 
health wreckers. 


Healthy bread 
Well, not all products. To- ers 
biano announced that 
Goldilocks was now making 
and selling Healthtinapay, 
sliced bread that was bromate- 
free, trans fat-free and choles- 
terol-free, as well as fortified 
with Vitamin A and Omega 3. 

She added that Goldilocks’ 
healthy bread would have on its 
packaging the Qualibet seal of 
assurance from Tobiano. 

‘A chemist by education and 
consumer advocate at heart, To- 
biano is tirelessly pushing for 
good nutrition and safe envi- 
ronment for Filipinos. She has 
collaborated with the Philip- 
pine Coast Guard in testing ma- 
rine life. She is currently work- 
ing with Магі Mayor 
Marides Fernando in monitor- 
ing the water supply in all of the. 
city's public schools. 


Quality is better 

Tobiano established Quali- 
bet, which is short for “Quality 
is better,” in 2006 and staffed it 
with US-trained chemists, phar- 


macists, 


and mai 


Qualibet 
through 


microbiologists and 
pathologists. The laboratory of- 
fers third-party testing of food, 
water drugs, cosmetics and 
even animal feed. It also per- 
forms tests such as bacterial 
analysis, proximate analysis, 
nutrition facts, and minerals 
and heavy metals, among oth- 


Qualiber also conducts semi- 
nars and prepares modules for 
teaching proper food handling 

intaining a clean kitchen 
for restaurants and food manu- 
facturers. 

Tobiano wants to make Qual- 
ibet the top testing laboratory in. 
the Philippines. But, in the end, 
although all the testings may be 
precise and accurate, she still 
‘won't be happy without seeing 
complementary action from the 

overnment and the public. As 
in: treat the water to make it 
safe, take lead out of cosmetics 
and toys, label food products 
accurately, like that. 

“Let us do it for the children,” 
said Tobiano, whose big dream 
is to see her two daughters and 
all other children live in a world 
without cancer. “Let them live 
safer and better lives.” 


“nag-alay ng itleg para hindi umulan.” 


may be reached 


tels. 3748003 and 
3727993; fax 4106048; e-mail 
qualibettesting yahoo.com. 


Maglagay ng itlog sa masarap at mainit na Batehey Tagalog. 


MONTHLY monitoring of water 
is performed by Qualibet at 
Essensa and other buildings 
managed by Century Properties. 


DR. WENCY Kiat 


Thats С, pinoy! 


The Truth Behind Men 
and Weight Gain: F 
A Doctors | 
Point of View 


Dr. Ariel Torres answers frequently asked questions about men 
and weight gain, exercise myths, and the “beer belly.” 


Q: What makes the abdominal arca 
susceptible to weight gain in men? 
A: Fat predilection is dictated at birth 
by genetics. It just so happens that 
due to genetic sexual differences 
the fat predilection of men is at the 
abdominal area. 


Q: What are the dangers or health 
risks of having a “beer belly?” 

A: A "beer belly” is due to accumulation 
of visceral fat in between the internal 
organs of the trunk. This is directly related 
to risks of developing diseases like 
hypertension and diabetes. 


Q: What should men do in order to 
avoid getting a beer belly? 


1 А: Regular exercise and not overeating 


is a good way to start, Exercise does 
not have to be strenuous gym work- 
outs or an exhilarating sports activity, 
Any physical exercise like walking or 
climbing stairs may suffice, as long аз 
it’s done regularly. 


Ө: Do sit-ups work on a "beer belly?” 
А: A person who hasn't been exercising 
on a regular basis and suddenly does 
sit-ups would be able to do only a few. 


This does not burn a significant amount 
of calories to lose weight, It may tone 
their lax abdominal muscles a little but 
due to the burden of carrying the excess- 
ive fat that is still present, it won't last 
long and fatigue would eventually set in. 


Why are Marie France treatments 
ideal for men to lose weight? 

Most physical exercises are stressful 
and produce a counter-effect hunger 
stimulus. Usually men increase their 
appetite once they start exercising. The 
problem is when they stop exercising 
their appetite remains high. This can be 
seen in athletes who retire and end up 
with a dramatic weight gain. At Marie 
France, calorie burning is enhanced but 
there is no increase in hunger stimulus 
because the treatments are relaxing. 

О: What are some of the advantages 
of Marie France over other methods? 
A: Marie France is not only about state- 
of-the-art treatments and their effects. 
It's the entire holistic program that is 
their secret. Other slimming centers may 
offer similar treatments but not as a 
program, In the local setting, other centers 
have no figure consultants to monitor 


Le PRIS 


one's progress, no licensed therapists to 
do the actual treatments, and no medical 
doctors to give expert advice not only 
on nutrition but other aspects of one’s 
daily activities. Other weight-loss 
methods that can be self-prescribed may 
be done haphazardly. At Marie France, 
the choice of treatments are meticulously. 
performed, the applications of treatments 
are standardized to the highest levels, 
and the client is pampered with a lot of 
professional care. 


You can lose that bulging beer belly 
and аі your excess weigh! — - 

Gall Marie France FOR MEN today 

for a free consultation at 813-7959. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Со RA I c Rel ief таванай ‘TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18,2007 


by CAI 


sig” 


16 U-tum from 


wsw 
17 2007 Masters 
winner. 
ам 


A 


31 Large drinking 
Ed. 
22 BE m 
33 What around 
У, 


S| ЈЕММУ.. 
NASAAN. 


s By Edgar Fontaine 
Dighton, МА 


Monday Purl Sov 
6 Earthy color аш 0 
n EE n Bu m 
50 олор 8 Peny In power gn 
puedes ^ 9 Tip takenin 
sa него биз суш? ШЫГА 
i 
5 


54 Dispatch boat 10 Captve's cost 
s T1 Wipe from 
memory. 
12 Wild ass 
13 Handrail posts 
18 Seepage 


8j 
1 
L 
LU 
D 
Е 
d 
E 
А 
А 


24 Ratomoblle 
pioneer 

person 25 Rogarding 

ва Mystery witers’ 27 Bay window 

г С 

N IAPASOK S| VIN, HINAHA- пома leasure craf ‘sprout 

D 2 1 ARVI А9, ; 

M 


Ea 
KANG Siva No MGA BUMBERO. ENNY., ннн" DOWN 33 Boudor 44 Docorve 52 Sss 
= 


: z | 1 Shiner topper 34 Greek letter. ‘mathematician 
UHU-UHUZ, 36 You wish! 45 Prying tools. 56 Black as night. 
37 Arctic explorer 46 Inner selves 59 Terminate 
John 47 Uno y uno 60 Postor 
зв African nation 48 Lulu 61 Quadrennially 
4 Augmenter 39 Aphrodite's son 49 Joint groove prominent grp. 
5 Rank above —— 40. TeKanawa 51 Davies of the 62 Unilofcloc. 
43 Pat of Q&A LPGA 63 Have dinner 


= 


6 


9 


S Syndicate. nc 


BYJESSABRERA Answer to previous puzzle 


© 
a 
|o ^ 
© 
N 


| 


ra 
« oN 


m. ore [оо шооч 
w iol о vio 


lo wie [eri ој 
o£ чо 


го ola = [oio 
Дао оо 


i 


HOW TO PLAY SU DOKU 


D 
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You're practical, hardworking. purposelul and determined to achieve your goals. You're also keen to learn. This is 
mot to say you don love your creature солоп, because you do! In your early 30s, you'll become more intense and more i touch with 
your personal power. In the year ahead, you'l dismantle or move on from something you ve been involved with ar the past nine years 


Birthdate of: James Gandolfini, actor; Lance Armstrong, athlete; Jada Pinkett Smith, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to April LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to 


T5) Тиз is wonder ay Your" poycic sene is Dec. 24): You might have 
АТОМО AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO to mend broken fences wih оор fodoy. its s you unusual conversations wih 
Е : Ф caters and cose renas. iow мш people are Someone tod about eso- 
Пен wego. IF Чой CANY т want 4o ge A Genes {ou easy can put yours thinking or wnat mey re бо. terie” subjects” or mystical 
A клык | сиын бев Ws Because insomebody else's Shoes in ig, шү Delor Dey Ws Чол nest п 
е Sui "Ré TUBB. шде to undersand where Speak Because o hs you anything That is unusual or 
WHAT WoULD You Like House тонн others are coming trom canhavemeaniglüliiscusstons winot: mysterious. 
To Have? es 


TAURUS (April 20 to May CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 


20): You might waste a Мше VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. dan. 19): Parents, bosses 
lume daydreaming at work 22): This not necessanly SS) and’ viPs might" be im- 
today; however, the upside a good day for financial pressed by your visionary 
is thal you're tuli of imagina- Wansacions. — Wishful deas today. Don't be afraid 


tive, wondertul ideas! thinking might overrule to test what you're thinking. 
your clear logic. Its easy to Why not run your ideas up the flagpole to 
See things as you wish they see if anyone salutes? 

GEMINI (May 21 to dune мее rather than how they really are. 


KIKO MACHINE your Muse today. | you AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 
Voss Чү : ioe doe ME "UCET gem ay A SS 
7 sove uane NV тшп о pom, bot d E 4 s 


NAIMBENTO, SA, г this moment! Romantic os- supportive and kind to others Today you feel this. The 
тея CANSAN еи z cussions and time spent with ohildren will 
Marcos" 


today. You're wearing your ideas that interest you are 


be heartwarming, heart on your sleeve. (Natu- way-out and really ahead of 


rally, ts color-coordinated,) the pack. 
CANCER (June 21 to July 


22): You find it easy to be SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. PISCES (Feb. 19 to Marci 
Sympathetic with famiy 21): Dont worry И you 20); Today you'll be merest- 

members today. You know spend me ноањл зр ot in doing some шее. 

they need someone to isten daydreaming today. ке just ing or figuring out ways to 

to them, (Alternatively, you hat kind o day. Enjoy your- share things to help those 

might need to confide in someone.) sell "who are less fortunate. The 
sultenng of others arouses your sympathy 


today. 
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IT IS TIME TO PARTY AND TO 
‘outdo all parties because it will be a 
celebration that incorporates well- 
being. 

‘Whether it is a party for one or 
100, it will result in relaxation and 
rejuvenation for the revelers. 

Interested? Here is how to hold 
such a party. 


Mind shift 

Replace your standard concept of 
celebrating with .alcohol/spirits, 
heavy/rich buffet, loud/bouncy 
music with a new one. Imagine hav- 
ing herbal teas/fruit juices, light 
and healthy food selections, and 
soft, calming music. 

If you can imagine it, then you 
сап have it. If you cannot, then it 
will not become а reality for you. 

But what if you were told that af- 
tera spa experience you will feel re- 
engaged and revitalized? Would 
you do it? 


More for less 

When you lessen the frills in your 
life, you can feel less burdened. So, 
lighten your load now by admitting 
to yourself that you have been over- 
loading your system—body, mind 
and spirit. 

Today is the perfect moment to 
embrace more into your life—more 
peace of mind, more quiet time, more 
sleep, more joy. So, lessen your load 
to increase your lightness of being. 


Getting started 
The basic tools and parapherna- 
lia you need to get started include 
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INSIDE OUT 
Cory Quirino 


It’s spa-rty time! 


flowers (rose petals, jasmine 
blooms, sampaguita buds), indoor 
plants, candles (of all sizes and col- 
ors), aromatherapy lamps, essential 
oils (lavender, rose, peppermint, 
bergamot, ylangylang, etc), a 
portable indoor fountain, floor 
mats, throw pillows/cushions, re- 
laxing music with nature sounds, a 
cool ventilated room 

Ingredients required: 

For body pampering 

© Sugar (brown or muscovado) 

* Rock salt 

* Virgin coconut oil or Cocozen 
virgin coco oil (body massage oils 
and forever young oils by Cory) 

Fruits: avocado, pineapple, co- 
conut water, fresh milk, honey 

Face and body scrub: 

© Mix three tablespoons of sugar 
with one teaspoon coco oil. Rub it 
all over your face (avoid eye area) 
and body. 

© Wash off with clean water. 

© Splash coco water. 

* Splash fresh milk. 

©- Rub face and body with honey 
(leave on for five minutes). 

* Shower and rinse with warm 
water. 

Silly mask: 

For extra luxury, rub mashed avo- 
cado on face and body. Leave on for 
10 minutes for deep-moisturizing. 

Citrus bath zest: 

A fruit cocktail in a warm tub 
guarantees the best perk-you-up 
treat. Throw in (after washing well 
with soap and water) sliced or- 
anges, calamansi, dayap, plus two 
tablespoons of virgin coco oil. 


INNER AWARENESS 
Jaime Licauco 


Cover your eyes with cotton 
dipped in ice water. Sink in your 
tub. Relax for five minutes. Sip a 
tall, cool glass of juice (from your 
citrus fruits mixed with one table- 
spoon of honey). 


Keep it light 

During mealtimes, serve big, 
generous bowls of salad with 
grapes, nuts, strawberries, oranges. 
Pasta with olive oil and garlic or 
fresh tomato sauce is good, too. 


Home spa massage 

Call for home spa service from 
any of your favorite centers. But if 
you have time to indulge your “spa- 
Tty" mood, try several places offer- 
ing unique services such as Blue 
Water Day Spa (tel. 9272258; 
8173125). It offers Tibetan Meridi- 
an Therapy for elimination of cel- 
lulite in the fatty areas of the body. 
This is a deep-tissue massage that 
applies heat energy using low fire 
that is well-controlled and safely 
applied. 

Touch & Heal Spa (tel. 893- 
7894) offers a reflex massage using 
bamboo sticks and deep tissue та- 
nipulation with an Asian touch. The 
place is in a согу, dimly lit corner of 
the Makati business district. 


De-stressing tips 

The best medicine to drive the 
blues and worries away are: 

* Laughter—Watch humorous 
movies, be with comical/funny 
friends. 

* Music and song—Sing your 


Yes, ETs and UFOs are real 


Part 1 


WE DO NOT HEAR MUCH ABOUT 
extraterrestrials (ETS) and uniden- 
tified flying objects (UFOs) lately. 

But recently, a member of our 
Aeropagus Spiritual Discussion 
Group suggested that we discuss 
the subject during our next meeting 
on Sept. 27. 

The subject of UFOs has never re- 
ally been taken seriously by main- 
stream scientists, despite the well- 
publicized opinion of highly re- 
spected Cornell University as- 
tronomer Carl Sagan. 

The scientist said, with the 
sheer vastness of the universe’s in- 
numerable star systems, planets 
and galaxies, it is possible for in- 
telligent creatures to exist some- 
where out there. 

Our Milky Way alone has some 
250 million stars. About a million 
of these might have planets capa- 
ble of supporting some form of 
highly technical civilization, ac- 
cording to Sagan. 

About 30 or 35 years ago, nu- 
merous sightings of so-called 
UFOs in the United States and oth- 
er western countries prompted 
the US to direct the Air Force to 
study them. 

Known as the Condon Report or 
Project Blue Book, the study con- 
cluded 90 percent of those sight- 
ings were no more than mere light 
reflections, weather balloon ob- 
jects, or the result of some other 
natural causes. There was no evi- 


dence of flying objects from outer 
space. 


Ignored 

But what about the 10 percent 
that could not be explained ratio- 
nally? They were simply ignored 
and forgotten. 

It became obvious to one of the 
Air Force's consultants, Dr. Allen 
Hynek, a Northwestern University 
astronomer, that Project Blue 
Book was nothing more than a de- 
molition job against UFOs. 

When I am asked if I believe in 
UFOs, my answer is a categorical 
yes. I have actually witnessed sev- 
eral of them, some in Mt. Bana- 
haw in Dolores, Quezon; others in 
Pila, Laguna; Roxas City in Capiz 
and, once, outside the window of 
my own house in Parafiaque. 

All sightings occurred in late 
evenings or early mornings. And I 
have talked to many people who 
have experienced similar sight- 
ings. 

“What about ETs? Do you be- 
lieve there are such creatures?" I 
am also asked. 

My reply is still a categorical 
yes, not only because so many 
credible witnesses have reported 
seeing or encountering them at 
close range, but I myself have 
“seen and spoken” with one inside 
a big rock or boulder somewhere 
in Lukban, Quezon Province. 


Not farfetched 
‘The existence of ETs and UFOs 


is not really that farfetched and 
people who believe in them are 
not crazy if we look at the prepon- 
derance of evidence in many parts 
of the world throughout the histo- 
ry of humankind. 

In fact the first very clear and 
unmistakable encounter with a 
UFO can be found in the Christian 
Bible, in the first chapter of the 
Book of Ezekiel in the Old Testa- 
ment. 

You will find a very detailed de- 
scription of the priest Ezekiel’s en- 
counter with strange-looking hu- 
manoid ETs in a strange spacecraft 
or vehicle that emitted sounds like 
thunder and moved mechanically 
in four directions. 

He saw four creatures who 
spoke to him and instructed him 
to go to the house of Israel to tell 
the people the contents of the 
scroll that they had given him to 
eat. 

“As for the appearance of their 
faces,” according to Ezekiel, “the 
four had the face of a human be- 
ing, the face of a lion on the right 
side, the face of an ox on the left 
and the face of an eagle." 


Note: For inquiries on books, 
paranormal services and seminars 
оп Inner Mind Development, ESP 
and Intuition Development, and 
‘Soulmates, Karma & Reincarnation 
conducted by this writer, please call 
8107245, 8926806; fax 8159890; 
or e-mail innerawareness_2005@- 
 yahoo.com.ph. 


Training on diabetes 


heart out or simply listen to inspir- 
ing music 

© Exercise—The more you move 
your body, the more feel-good hor- 
mones will lift you up inside and out. 


LUSTRATONGYSTEPHBRATO 


Affirm 

Believe that you are well and feel 
it. “T feel great. I look great.” 

Love and light! 


Question: 
My friend told me that she had 


Doctor Says. 


Uterine fibroids. also know: 


wall of the uterus (womb). This is о 


Although the exact incidence is unkn 
approximately 30% of the fer 
most will not present with any sym; 
at ай. 


unknown, but it scems to be influe 


Uterine fibroids may vary in size from 
of a small pea to as large as а basket 
Fibroids are classified based on 


peritoneal surface (subserous), withi 
muscle wall of the womb (intramural 
beneath the endometrium projecting 
the uterine cavity (submucous). 


the size and location of the fibi 
Although fibroids are very common, 
mostly 
symptoms occur, they includ 


heavy menstrual bl 


and pallor is evident in patients 
excessive menstrual bleeding. 


be the presenting symptom. Your d 
may perform abdominal palpat 


myoma, are benign tumors of the muscular 


the most common tumors in the body 


population may have this condition and 


The exact cause of fibroids is 


by the female sex hormone, estrogen 


location; these may be located on the 


Presenting symptoms may depend on 


asymptomatic. When 
а palpable 
mass or increase in girth, excessively 

ding, which is 
similar to your case, pressure effects 
causing backache. urinary retention or 
pain. Anemia that manifests as weakness 


roid is 
associated with infertility. which may 


purs 


OTHO 


excessive menstrual bleeding and was diagnosed 


to have uterine fibroids upon consultation with her doctor. 1 had similar menstrual 
bleeding episodes. what should 1 do? 


bimanual pelvic examination to look for 
hard, rounded or lobular mass(es) that is 
(are) continuous with the uterus. 

Aside from the above symptoms, 
uterine fibroids can be diagnosed by the 
use of ultrasound scan. This is vital to 
differentiate fibroids from other causes of 
uterine swelling or other pelvic tumors. 

Treatment depends on the age of the 
patient, her wish for future fertility and the 
severity of symptoms. If fibroids are small 
and present without symptoms, careful. 
observation is warranted. 17 excessive 
bleeding and pain are present, the patient 
may be given medical therapy like 
analgesics and hormonal treatment. If 
these fail, surgery may be necessary. 
Myomectomy (removal of fibroids) is 
nihe considered for patients wishing to 
D. or conceive in the future or do not want to 
have their uterus removed for whatever 
Recurrence of myoma is possible, 
If hysterectomy (removal of the womb) is 
performed, there is obviously no chance | 
for the fibroids to recur. This is 
considered for older patients who do not 
wish to have a child anymore. 

Uterine fibroid is a common condition. 
For proper guidance, evaluation and 
management, please consult your doctor. 
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Dr. Tan is an Obstetrician/Gynecologist. 
He is an active consultant and holds clinics 
atthe United Doctors Medical Center and 
Si. Luke x Medical Center. 
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are its symptoms? 


the early stages of liver can 


following: loss of appetite and weight; 


‘extend into your back and s 
body weakness and fatigue, an enlarged 


current treatments — thus, the prognosis is 


‘caused by liver cancer can be aggress 


cirrhosis (avoid/limt alcobol 


Блю therapy, chemotherapy and per 
injection. 


Lover Cancer 
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end Tater 


of Hepatology 


What is liver cancer and what 


Liver cancer (bepatocellular carcinoma) is a cancer arising 
from the liver. It is also known as primary liver cancer or 
hepatoma. Most people don't have sigas and symptoms in 

7, which means the disease 
may nol be detected until its quite advanced. When 
symptoms do appear, they may include some or ай of the 


‘abdominal pain, 


especially in the upper ight рап of your abdomen, hat may 
т; nausea and vomiting; 


Tiver; abdominal 


swelling (ascites); and yellowish discoloration of your skin 
and the whites of your eyes (jaundice). Primary liver cancer 
is rarely discovered carly and оће doesm respond to 


‘often poor. Even 


‘when treatments fail to provide much improvement in the 
liver cancer itself, pain and other signs and symptoms 


ively treated to 


improve quality of life. But the most important thing to 
remember about primary liver cancer is that you can greatly 
reduce your risk by protecting yourself from hepatitis 
‘infection (by receiving hepatitis В vaccination) and 

take), which are the leading. 
‘causes of the disease. There are different types of treatment 
for patients with adult primary liver cancer namely: surgery, 
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Жїк Sore He v als a diplomate of the Philippine College of 


Жут, Philippine "Society of Gastroenterology amd. The 


A POST-GRADUATE TRAINING 
on Diabetes Education will be 
held Sept. 28-Oct. 27, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m., at the College of Nursing, 
University of the East, Ramon 
Magsaysay, Aurora Boulevard, 
Qc. 

Jointly undertaken by the As- 
sociation of Diabetes Nurse Edu- 


cators of the Philippines and the 
Philippine Association of Dia- 
betes Educators, the course is de- 
signed for nurses, nutritionist-d 
eticians and allied health profes- 
sionals. 

Registration fee is P9,000. 

The Association of Diabetes 
Nurse Educators of the Philip- 


pines will hold the Diabetes Nurs- 
ing Education Update for 2007 
on Sept. 22, 8 a.m.-12 noon, at 
Atrium 2, 8/E, Philippine Heart 
Center, East Avenue, QC. 

Theme is “Foot and Wound 
Care.” The seminar is open to reg- 
istered nurses (P250) and nurs- 
ing students (P150). 
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LIFESTYLE кл со, 
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VT gel wi] 
BRYAN Lim, Chris Tan and Crystal 


BLANCO is mobbed after the Human fashion event. SHERA Tiu, Bench genius Ben Chan and man with the 
golden touch Jasper Tiu 


Rico Blanco's T-shirt designs rock & roll 


‘THERE WERE TONS OF MUSIC LOVERS " H h ilabl 
"апа loads of fashionistas, palanggas, that EE The еы 
flocked to the Glorietta Activity Center for all Human stores nationwide. 


‘the unveiling of Rico Blanco's choice and Coastal paradise in Batangas 
exciting new Tshirt designs for Human, Palanggas, a new paradise has been dis- 


‘natch! 
teats кырлы or faced covered for us where we can get that rich, 
ry оок гаа оси таи раа chic golden tan, go surfing or just lie on the 
man of the moment himself, Rico B., to the КОШ E ae 
a Yes, dahlings, i's the pinnacle of coastal 
Fe eee eck ral e the ayie du living, thanks to the forward-looking SM 
кылыы Ud Investments Corp. that has opened its pio- 
Meet any atone fasion тү Hüte neer eco-tourism project, Hamilo Coast. ` 
The fantastic launch of this breezy, laid- 


‘individualistic statement. 5 
x : back surfside enclave in Nasugbu, Batan- 
le ү y 
Ларин ынс er gas, with its excellent facilities, eco-friendly 


И ammenities and dynamic fusion of urban es 
i sentials, ushered in a redefined concept о 
ien ы ] leisure. HOSEKI hot team. Falco, Zabeth Co and son Stefan, Miss Earth 
“sketched” from shoulder to hip, mixed ‘The event featured laid-back live music Philippines Jean Harn and Cindy Ng 
with updated references to the under- Hon yea Mara, ырш ape ап 
‘Ground punk rock with metallic leggings; BRILLIANT Elizabeth T. Sy toasts the grand Pablo Dream, endless cocktails, booze and 
‘contrast ties and the skinniest of skinny 'aunch of SMIC’s pioneering ecotourism wine by the bay. Superbly catered by The 
‘bale project, Hamilo Coast. Plaza, natch, buffet tables were filled from 
г end to end. 

The tres exclusive unveiling of Pico de 
Loro Cove's scale model (the first of Hamilo 
Coast's 13 coastal developments), was the 
highlight of the event, giving us a glimpse 


One never knows what he'll think of next, кщ арн concept for 
whether it's another song spun out of his 1 / remi icai r 3 r 
imagination or random thoughts, or maybe / spectacular, a astal resi- Conchita Bautista and Concepcion Cid 


another work of art. But for sure it will al- кок туйны ке 
ways be a hit.” tina he des; Developinent or call 8331907 or 8328837. Check out 


i asked him - - 2 ^ jamilo Coast, Batangas’ -goi 
When moi asked him to comment, Blan: аш. ; plans include condominiums, а WITHOUT ш Hamilo Coast, Batangas’ newest must-go-to 


‘The show itself was spectacular, harking 
back to the glam punk days of Souxie 
Soux, Blondie and Space Oddity and 
David Bowie, no less, palanggas. 

Suyen Lim said, "Rico is highly creative. 


co said, "This fashion show was a new expe- Ce" fy place, palanggas. 
rience for me. I mean, I'm used to ud dn K Be я country club, hotels, BATTING inge 
ing in front of an audience but its different е ао ТЕА ever ast 
when it’s your work that’s performing for р i = анлы ie e ed SM MP It was another happening for our town’s 
you. Ang sarap. ves м ан о аца Mauría ssi ue jj bling-bling lovers, palanggas, when inter. 
"fm really thankful Гуе been given so ad ri S. aurice XN МА nationally acclaimed Hoseki unveiled 
many opportunities to share my art with =. а S рны orp/svision Arcache УМУМ latest dazzling collection in an exclusive ex- 
people who are as stoked as I am. Plus, my ; Mie чан асрро Photos by Alex ап Hagen hibit at the Ascott Hotel in Makati. 
family at Human is always open to new thy Have к кыы үр ; Kodak hi The tres intimate affair showcased the 
3 coastal experience [with nature] Using Kodak EasyShare 
ideas. I'm so grateful I collaborate with idi dı Басын $ ‘system brave and bold collections that the awar 
fresh minds who are genuinely interested Dein PRIN MEE winning Hoseki team of visionary artist 
in making their customers happy." Kudai n move ed LR Faico, corporate affairs director Zabeth Co, 
Hey, now, everyone can go one step up EE NUR ERU КАЛ жулган and the young and brilliant designers 
the ladder of cool, palanggas, thanks to bd Mie жыгы сы Шак E Shamaine Ng and Knoi Esmane has to of- 
Blancos new awesome designs that are Leg 


н fer, dahlings. 
à ; 
Mors ы гш UMANE аренда The whole room sparkled with the bril- 


liance of Hosekf's exquisite designer jewel- 
ry and the passion of the chosen invitees as 
they tried on, or bought, some of the daz- 
zing breathtaking pieces. 
Circulating, chatting and enjoying the 
jewelry with their inner radiance were 
Bellevue's marketing and communications 
director, Ryan Chan; Furnitalia managing 
director Florence Ko; PCS best-dressed 
awardee Eimee Ставши; Friends for Cul- 
SS tural Concerns of the Philippines members 
: 3 NEN [ d by Boysie Villavicencio, Nonie 
ONO Ако лаа end Mice MUEBLES Italiano president Noel Gonzales, Carmen Basilio; and Miss Earth Philippines Jean 
висе: тап, Ricky Davao and mega emcee Johnny Litton Harn who got a gorgeous specially de- 
signed jewelry from Hoseki, naturellement. 


Designing elegance 


SANTI Picornel, Rina Macasaet : 
and Monchu Garcia have Y ч 4 
cocktails by the bay. 4 


JOEM Pimentel and Pammy | j HOTSHOT MEN. Bellevue's sales executive Alex Laya, marketing and 
Martinez enjoy the vibes at the 1 1 LOW-PROFILE Irene Siyand communications director Ryan Chan, director of sales and marketing 
Hamilo Coast launch. А Dolly Ching Benjie Martinez, vivacious Connie Garcia, and Angie Sison 


National conference on autism Christian sings new ‘tune’ 
THE 10TH NATIONAL CON- trition and Metabolism di- ry-Smart Kids"); speech 


ference on Autism will be rector Dr. William Shaw, pathologist Joyce Marzan CERTIFIED HIT-MAKER crowd and during road shows 
held Nov. 10-11 with the who will give three lectures (“Language Leaps”); Inde- Christian Bautista has found when he had to go around 
theme “Hope after Diagnosis (causes of autism and atten- pendent Living Learning comfort. and reach out to his fans. 
(A Life Journey with tion deficit disorder, envi- Center director Abelardo The balladeer has signed He said Outland footwear 
Autism).” ronment and nutrition, low- Apollo David Jr. (“Breaking up as endorser of Outland kept his feet free of blisters, 
International and local oxate diet and improve- Educational Barriers with Comfort Footwears men’s Outland carries shoes, 
speakers will cover various ments in autism); educa- Tools of the Trade”); psy- line. He joins former Miss In- sandals, slippers, and strap- 
topics from basic informa- tional psychologist Bimal choeducational assessment ternational Precious Lara ons. It specializes in the 
tion to medical advances, ed- Rai ("Bridging the Social expert Dr. Edilberto Dizon Quigamanasspokespersonof hand-sewn ^ — construction 
ucational and intervention Gap"); UP-CAMP Depart- ("A Paradigm of Effective the footwear brand. method. 
approaches and research ment of Occupational Ther- and Relevant Education") Bautista said comfort was Outland Comfort Footwear 
findings. apy chair Christianne Marie — E-mail autismphil@pldtd- important to him especially is available in leading depart- 
They include Great Plains Coronel (“Optimizing OT at sl.org or admin@autismsoci- when performing beforea big mentstores nationwide. 
Laboratory for Health, Nu- Home: How to Raise Senso. etyph.org 
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hristian Bautista sings about his inspirati 

CHRISTIAN BAUTISTA IS ALL АСОС FOR her that she might have a secret admirer again 

his major concert Inspired” on Oct, Gat the just like what happened to her in Spain. And it py 

Cuneta Astrodome. ‘ould get her embroiled in another controver- LOLLY 
"The song that best describes the state he sy Woop 

is in right now is Chicago's “You're The In- “Long Най” Pokwang, huh? That makes 

spiration.” His song for GF Rachel Ann Go girls long to be like her Dolly Anne 

is Basil Valdez's "You." Carvajal 
All of Christian's numbers in his concert E-mail wateringholeshangrila@yahoo.com. C@TUGJAl 

will interact with a huge watch-out screen. 

But even without that, his moves are being 

watched closely to the point that even his po sees 

friendship with Sam Milby and Piolo Pas- oe 

‘cual are being questioned. E 
"We don't let it affect our friendship," he 


said, “ies normalin show biz to put color in- Ligaw Liham ks 
cies ime in Ys, in а small town i = 
You bet, Christian! This crazy biz hasa шу the post office simply stops s 
way of finding meaning in the meaning- — operations. No one knew about this except for 
less. the postman and his caretaker. When Nor, finds 
ощ about this secret, he finds an opportunity 
‘Bagets’ forever to sway to the dance of love when he assumes 
Viva Films and Star Cinema are cooking the identity of another man. Nor reads the 
ур a movie for Aga Muhlach and Anne еба мату ыз но nas 
Curtis—"Waiting for Love"—about how working in Saigon. Soon after, а correspondence 
opposites attract. between Nor and Karen takes place. And Nor 
Aga's new lean look has made him an in- finds himself truly falling in love. 
demand leading man for younger stars. 
ter Angelica Panganiban in “А Love Story,” showing on 
he will be paired off with Anne. I teased 
Ags. "You're bagets forever, huh? Won't you SEPTEMBER 12 to 20 
get tempted to fall for Anne as if you were Robinsons Movieworld 
her age?” He laughed. “Graduate na ko sa Galleria 
pagka-bagets. Salamat naman at they зау _ 
still look young. But that doesn’t mean * junegue_ 
playful and childish pa din ang heart ko: 17 
am so so in love with my wife Charlene. I 
can't imagine life without her. Even when 
we wake up in the 
morning, its syn- "i z 
Шад. Aa a АМ We have witnessed 


halfway through my N the BEGINNING... 
first coffee, she'll get 2 à 


шр already, ove E, Weluveses | High school is about to get a makeover. 

aving that kind of staid 

security knowing the APOCALYPSE... 

she will walk in the N Е 

exact minute you р ӨМ WE TACE 

expect her to.” EXTINCTION. 
Ah, the incredible - К 

lightness of being 

‘Aga Muhlach! 


Resto owner 

Ai -Ai de las Alas 
is venturing into the 
resto biz. "Small 
time muna na eatery 
near our village in 
Commonwealth. 
Then pag nag-click, 
saka na ang pa- 
sosyal na bistro," she 
said, laughing. 
“Kumbaga sa dia- 
logue ni Ate Vi sa 
movie: Ang carinde- 
ria ko ay bukas sa la- 
hat ng gustong ku- 
main." 

Т asked her, “Same 
goes for your heart? Is 
itavailable for all?” Ai 
replied, “Wa na. May 
naka-reserve na!” 

Hopefully, the one 
Ai reserved her hyper- 
active heart for de- 


serves it. 1 m "eM s. For Fashion. 


Four comediennes ] y " For Friendship. 
‘During the shoot of | I 


Viva Films’ “Арас Dap- 
at” in Hong Kong, the 
Chinese were shocked 
to see Ruffa Mae 
Quinto, Pokwang, 
Candy Pangilinan 
and Eugene Domin- 
go in micro-mini 
maid's uniforms. They 
couldn't stop ogling 2 > 
the comediennes. " 
The movie isa spin- 
of of one of my al MILLA JOVOVICH 


time fave comedy 


films, “Weekend at ў 
S5 RESIDENT EVIL: 
four lead stars, it was + 
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t was clearly targeted at the huge 
film market, which dominate the 
world these days. In addition, its 
humor delights this age sector be- 
plays directly to its defiance of wadi- 


Чопайу conservative behavioral norms. 
For these and other reasons, “Superbad” 
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Actually, "Sleeper" hits like the "no-star" 
“Superbad” are still the exceptions, and 


ended up doing super good business at the many more productions continue to bank on 
tills on its opening week—and went on to expensive star value. But, “Superbad” re- 


top the box office fora second week. 


minds producers that they should pay more. 


attention to other ways to interest viewers in 
their movies, ike empathetic stories, choos- 
ing the right material for a specific market 
sector—and, of course, new talents just 
waiting for their big break. 
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The Most Awaited Fight is Ont 
The Will to Win “PACQUIAO vs BARRERA” 
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Live Via Satellite from 
Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino, Las Vogas. Novada 
Cinema Gates Open at 7:00 AM - Ticket Price : Р 600.00 
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*Unknowns' 
rule box office 


FORALONG TIME NOW, MOVIE PRODUC- 
ers have banked on "star value" to boost 
their new films’ chances at the tills. They 
"know" from experience that many movie 
fans watch a movie ——— 
partly or even main- 
ly because of the 
stars who top-bill it. 

For this reason, pro- 
ducers pay the film 
worlds most popular 
superstars as much as 
$25 million per movie, 
"knowing" full well 
that, if things go as 
planned, their hefty in- Nestor U. Tort 
vestment in star value —— — — — 
would result in many more tens and even hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars earned at the box 
office. 

We put “know” in quotes, because some de- 
velopments indicate that star value is no longer 
reliable insurance for coming up with a hit film. 
Action superstars like Sylvester Stallone and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger have come up with 
embarrassing flops. 

Most recently, the most instructive square-off 
between “stars” and “non-star” productions 
took place: Nicole Kidman, a popular movie 
luminary, top-billed the sci-fi thriller, "Inva- 
sion,” while a small film titled “Superbad” also 
started its run, fielding a cast of smaller names 
and downright unknowns. 

‘The result? Their opening weekend box of- 
fice takes say it all: “Superbad” shocked every- 
опе by making more than $20 million, while 
“Invasion” barely squeezed through with $6 
million. What happened? Kidman was по 
slouch in “Invasion,” giving it her level dramat- 
ic best—so, why did viewers generally eschew 
her latest starrer in favor of the much less her- 
alded “Superbad”? The sleeper hit tums out to 
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Health & Beauty Outlet Sale. 
September 17 to 20, 2007 at the Activity Center 
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Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
at REP's Globe Theater - Opens August 14, 2007 
For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 


Pioneers of Philippinë Art: Transnationalism in the Late 19th - 20th century 
‘June 16, 2007 to January 6, 2008 at the 3rd Floor Gallery 
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‘Samsung Exhibit 
Ап exhibit of the latest Samsung mobile phones 
September 14 to 16; 10am to 9 pm; 

6 Starbucks / Food Choices Level 2 
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Relive the school spirit as the best school chorales 
share beautiful music with the country’s top performers. 


Featuring: 
The Angfourgettables with The UP Concert Chorus 
А at the TriNoma Park (4th Level) 
on September 22, 7pm 
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